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T R E F A C E  

In Aprll of  1921 Janet Elliott Widsin set out with her husband Frederick Wulsin for 

China. Although her husband's interest in Chlnai natural and cultural history pro- 

v~ded the stimulus for their journey, Janet Wulsin was not a passive bystander to 

his pursuits. During the~r  res~dence In Peklng and travels In northwestern China. 

she prepared specimens for transport, dcvclopcd and documented thousands of 

photographs, and recorded her vivid impressions of the people and landscapes she 

mcot~ntercd. Janet Wulsini diaries and letters to her famlly and friends reveal a 

somctlmcs reluctant but always observant traveler. Her words and the Wuls~ns' 

photographs have been bcautihlly ivovcn together by her daughter, Mabel H. 

Cabot, in such a way tliat WC can both see and read about Mongol caravans, the 

great lamasery at Choni, remotc villages In Kansu, and elaborate Buddhlst rituals. 

Mabcl H .  Cabot has produced a book in which words and photographs mcld to 

create a set of dramat~c Images. 

kn~rhrd K,njrlontr chronicles Jancr Wulsin's growing self-confidence and intcr- 

cst in China's western frontier. Durlng many months of  arduous and somctlmcs 

dangerous travel, shc met pcoplr and expcricnced places that were complercly for- 

elgn to what she had licretoforc known as the sheltered daughtcr of a prornincnt 

Boston famlly and dur~ful w~fe of an asplring naturalist. Her descriptions-still 

fresh-rctaln a scnstttvc d~rectness that make them nor only inforrnatlvc but also a 

pleasure to rcad. 

Tlic W~l l s~ns  travclcd and collecrcd durlng a period of grcat change when 

cxplorat~on was gnlng way to more lnstitut~onalized f o r ~ i ~ s  of research and study. 

Tlicir standards for succcss were very niuch those of the n~nctcenth-century 

explorers whom they rcsprctcd and emulated, and Janet Wuls~n descr~bcs their 

frustrations and t r~i~mplir  In thts regard. Also strik~ng arc her ~ntlmate passages 

abollt cxpedltion l i ousckccp~n~-~ack~n~  camcls, meals good and bad, financcs. 

spcclmrn preparation, Iiospltal~t~ rccc~vcd and offered, and the social life of 

Pcklngi forrtgn comniilnlry dur~ng the carly 1920s. 

130th Janet and Frcdcr~ck Wulsill bccanic profic~enr photographers, although 

Frrdcrlck was respolis~blc for thc bulk of the cxpcd~t~oni  photographs.Through 

tralnwork, tlic pIiotog~aph~c rccord tliat the couple c~catcd and docurncntcd IS sig- 

nificant in both its brcadth and detail.Their photographs are extraordinary nor 

because of  thelr technical or artistic virtuosity (although they are certainly good). 

but because they offer rare glimpses of a part of China's visual past that has been 

poorly documented. In some cases, present-day travelerr can see what Janet Wulsin 

saw more than seventy-five years ago, but for the most part the temples, towns, and 

villages pictured in these photographs no longer exist or have been dramatically 

altered. And, of course, the people and many of the custom the\Vuls~ns captured 

on film have disappeared forever. 

The Wulsin Collection, the source of many of the photographs that appear 

hcre. ivas donated to the Peabody Museum in the 1950s. It contalns a remarkable 

archlve of  over 1.900 photographs, negatives, and lantern slides augmented by writ- 

ten materials. More than two thirds of this collection pertatns to Chlna and 

Southeast Asia. In 1979. an exhibit. Chn~~a'r 1nntrlLrl.n Fmnt~tr Phorojraphr oJ L CRLin 

ExPrdtr~on ro Nonhwtn Chttm In 1923, and a book by the same title highlighted a selec- 

tion of photographs from the collecuon. krlnhd Ktrlgdomr is an important addltion 

to t h ~ s  earlier work and to the published work of Fredenck Wulsin himself. 

Together these publ~cations provide d~fferent but complementary perspectives on 

an expedition and a time and place that continue to command our Interest and 

attention. Through rescarch using family records, and 

archlvcs at Harvard University, the author has produced a uniquely readable and 

v~sua l l~  compell~ng account of a remarkable journey through the eyes and pen of 

Janet Willsin. Once agn~n, it is exciting to see this collect~on come to life. As dlrec- 

tor of  the Peabody Muscum and as someone with a long-term interest In China, I 

am very grateful for the author's rklll, sensitivity to detail, and perseverance in 

br~nglng to liglit her niotheri extraordinary travels in Ch~na. 

D R .  R U B I E  W A T S O N  

Dirertor, The Peabody Mtcfirrn of Archaeology 

ar~A Ethr~ology, Harvanl Ur~iwersify 

0 p p r t l r  Inbr,an klrchrn WIIII 1 rn.lrchluck gum lhilnglng on IIIP wall. Ardlucn, Knnru. 1921 
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BOOK I 

W H E R E  IT A L L  B E G A N  

Llrrlc in Jancr Ellrotr Wulsin's background had prcparcd her for her adventures 

in rhc far rcaches o f  China. Tibet.  and Mongolia. T h e  daughter o f  the prcsidcnr 

o f  tlic New York. New Haven, and Harrford Ra~lroad,  she had been ralsed in 

the sheltered microcosm o f  afflucnr Boston and New York during rlre f a d ~ n g  

ycars o f  rlic G ~ l d c d  Age. Hers was rhc clo~stcrcd world of  Edirh Wharron,  

whcrr decorum and manners wcrc of  yrlmary Importancr. Janer srudicd lircra- 

tnrr,  poctry, muslc, and some hisrory, but her cxyosurc t o  marhemarlcs and rhc 

scicnccs was l n ~ n ~ n i a l .  Firsr and forcmosr, hcr Sourhcrn mother schoolcd hcr in 

rllc domcsr~c  arrs In prcparatlon for a good marrlagc. She was cducared ar Miss 

Porrcr's School. a finishing school ill Far~ningron, Conncct~cut ,  bur was forbid- 

den ro apply ro Bryn Mawr by her aurocrarzc farhcr, ivho decreed that "lad~cs 

don't go t o  college." 
Whi lc  she was growing up Janct liad ofrrn rravclcd with her railroadlng 

farlicr, csyloring the Pacific Norrlin~csr.Tliesc journeys nurrurcd her innarc 

scnrc o f  curiosiry about nrw lands. wh~cli afottld bccotnc a dcfining clen~cnr of  

Iier cllaracrcr. An adventurer at hcarr. sllc was inrcll~gcnr, imag~native, and hcad- 

strong, w~r l l  dark Ilair. Iargc, dark ryes and an ~ n f c c r ~ o u s  laugh. 

I ) o r ~ n g  her early rwcnrics, as World \\!lr I yrogrcsscd, Jancr becanlc 

~ n c r c a s ~ n ~ l y  rrsrlcss. T h c  superficial soc~al  l ~ f c  of  hcr \r.orld In New York borcd 

her. O n  her tsvenry-fourrh birthday, she responded ro a summons from rhc 

American Red Cross rhar requested "two rhousand ivomen for canteen and hos- 

pltal and hur service in Fnnce."Thcy called for "rhe highesr type o f  Amcr~can 

woman . . . strong. cheerful, energetic, sclf-rel~anr. and typically Amcrtcan, cap=- 

blc o f  self-sacrifice and devorlon"' -a descriprion that ruired Janer pcrfecr$: 

In Ocrober of  1918 she sailed for France on a troop ship o f  sixreen hundred sol- 

d ~ c r s  and s i x v m  Red Cross nurses and aides. She wanred t o  support rlic war 

effort-and t o  be near her fiance. Frcdcrtck Roclker\Vulrtn. ,an officer o n  rhe 

Belgian fronr. 

Fredcrick was a handsome nvcnry-sir-ycar-old tvho had graduarcd fmm Har- 

vard In 1913 w r h  a degree in englncerlng. Fascinarcd by rdcs of  crplorar~on and 

forclgn advenrurc ewr  stnce he war a boy in Cinc~nnari, after graduarion he had 

spcnt a year cra\,eling rhrough East Africa and Madagascar collecring spccimcns for 

Harvard's Museum o f  Compararivc Zoology. At rhr conclus~on of  his rrip ro 

Africa he wrorc ro his mother in Paris, "I really think now that r h i w  rnixrurr of  

scicnrific explorarion and collecring-is rhe work I was born for, and I sce that I 

h ~ v c  J f a r  sorr of  knack ar r h ~ s  and wllar I want now is rra~ning in zoology 

borany. gcologp anrhropology and pracrical asrronom): so rhat when I trawl I can 

d o  cwrg bit o f  rc~cnrific work rllat circumsrancrs pcrrnlr and d o  it propcrl{" 

Upon his rrrurn ro Amenca. Frrdcrick rook a job as an enginecr in rhc 

Allicd Machinery Company. At rhe ourbre,& of  rhc war in 1917, hc enlisred vol- 



]an<, ~n rlrt \ i tsort> 1 i d 1 ~  outs~dc o/ Kkmng, dressed rn boors fmm l d p  long rktrc from Pans 
a d  blnclr fLL lur €mm New Yor4 c p ~ g  mpr, 

untardy m the army and achieved the rank of first Iteutenant. He had been 

unpatrent and unchallenged at the company, and resolved not to return to it but 

to pursue a Life of exploration after the war. 

He and Janet met at a ball rn Boston in 1917. The crisis of World War I 
quickly propelled &err courtship from dancing at house parties on Long Island 

to weekends wrth &mends m New Hampshmre.There they motored in the coun- 

try, waked rn the woods, and talked for hours about Frederick's travels m Afrtca 

and his dreams of further exploration. Janet had never met anyone like him, and 

was enthralled. He was chartsmatic, intense, and used to gemng hms own way. 

In September 1917 Fredenck wrote to h a  mother: 

D'sjnng WC scm to have been brought wp it1 m~rh d t  same way, and have $c same 

point of vuw on mag htth Jings With each day that pasrrs,~cn when wr art apart, 

WC scm~ togrow closw rogcthn. Bung wrrb bn IS nor bkc bcmg wrth son~eb$y eke, bur 

bke bntg wltb mysc4 romplrtc, and the rts~ of L trmc being about bay a se& Shejck 

h same w9: 

After meeting Janeti father, Howard Elliott, later m New York and offi- 

cmaIly askmg for her hand, Frederick proudly wrote, "I thmk the day is won."' 

He continued, "Janet wants to wait 'til I am back from the war for the weddmg, 

so we wmll do that. I surreptrtrously sneaked into Cartreri andTiffiny's yester- 

day, and looked at some rmgs." Desplte the fact that he was going through what 

he called "a period of acute poverty" Ftederick sold some shares of stock to 

buy Janet a ring. "I want to give Janet all I can now, whmle I have the chance:' he 

wrote. "After the war I can make more  money]."^ In the meantune, he presented 

Janet mth a duck-shaped pm given to him by hms mother, adding two sapphires 

to symbolize the two most important women m his life.' 

Despite Fredendr; l~mited finances, he never neglected h ~ s  charrsmatrc 

and domineering mother. Katharine Roelker Wulsln, who lived mn Parrs. 

Dunng the war he managed to send her hundreds of pounds of sugar, oatmeal, 

cornmeal, and hommny, provisions unavailable rn war-torn Pans. She was the 

most Influential person in his lrfe, and Frederick contmually confided in her. 

Although she would often challenge him about affaus of state as well as 111s 



Katharinc Rod >Isin with hrr two sons. Frcdenck 
Cinrinnnrr. Ohio, zgol. 

own life, theirs was a deep intellectual and emotional bond.9 As Frederick wrote 

to het in 1921, "YOU can be sure that I will never take an important step without 
consulting you fust."" 

In the few weeks that remained before he was sent to the fmnt, Frederick 
and Janet spent as much fimc together as possible.The starry-eyed young lieu- 

tenant wrote to his mother, "You have no idea what a wonder she is."" Fredenck 
joined his Forty-second lnfanay Divtsion in October 19x7 and pceeded to Bel- 
glum, where he saw active duty and for his valor was decorated by the Belgian 

government with the Belgian War Crow. He wrote to Janet frequently during the 
war, but shielded his mother from the knowledge that he was often caught on 

the lme of fierce battles. Finally, in late December 1918, he was reposted to Pans 
in the Signal Corps. 

Fredenck RoclkerU ng l~rvrrnant m the Unmd Smca Army d u ~ g  WaddWu I, 
Pans. tgt8 R& JMCI (left) z a nurse's U ~ C  m the Amenan m y  horpltll m RM, w h m  she 
became the Red C r w  h a o r  of t h q  d. May 24, qr8. 

PARIS, 1918 

When Janet arrived in Paris on December 5 19x8, she went immediarely to rhc 
apartment of h u  fume mother-in-law, whom she had never met. It was only 
weeks h e r  h e  armistice mry ending World War I had been signed by P m i k  
Woodmw When and Maximilian, Pmce of B A .  

Katharine was the first female intellectual thuJanet had e a r  met She was 

ako the &c person to take Janet's quick mind .$eriwlyds seriowly as Jar's  
own mother took the arrangement of her wardtobe. As a young woman, Karher- 
ine had married Luuen W&in, chairman of the Baldwin Piano Company of 
Cincinnati, and raised their two chitdren in tbeir house, "The Het- 

mirage," while he dkcred his company to a large fortune. Afia L u c i d  death 



In ,912, swathed in elegant u,idou,'s weeds and ropes of pearls. Katharine broke 

with tradition and rcturncd to Eurol>e. u.11erc she had been educated. In her clc- 

gant cightccnth-century hdrrlpan,rt,l~rr she hosted inrcrnational pol~tical and mili- 

rary leaders before and during World \'Jar I. Aubusson rapestries, busts by 

Houdon, and the only known life portran of  Benjamin Franklin by Grcuzc wcl- 

comcd the steady stream of  v~sitors as they entered the parquet cntrance hall. 

Shc was painrcd by many of  thc leading French painters of  her day. and was at 

easc In the tvorld of  foreign intellectuals and politicians. Katharine remained in 

Paris throughout World War I ,  reading voraciously In several languages and writ- 

ing a rolu~ninous correspondence to her family back in Ohio. In Janet she found 

thc daughter she never had, and she set abour culti~~ating Janet's capable young 

mind. Karharine introduced her to  a new world of  literature and ideas, and 

opened ~nrcllcctual horizons alien to  Janer's scald, conventional family. Jancr 

wrote homc. stating. "Each day is full to ordlowing with things o f  great inter- 

est and some of  historic \ralues."" 

Mean~vh~le, the small pnnt of  Janet's contract with the Red Cross in France 

revealcd unexpected challenges. Not  only would her posltlon requtrc that she "run 

a branch of  the Government Quartermaster's store, dispense hot soft drinks, run 

the Red Cross hospital library. [and] initiate the holding of classes and lecrurcs," 

but she would also "gather casualty informat~on, in a work requir~ng great tact, 

s)rnpathy and resourcefulness, wntc letters for the soldiers, and perform many 

other mks for wh~ch the nurses have no time."" Dcsp~te the hard work. Janet 

enjoyed the chdengcs and excelled at her duties. Her Red Cross supervisors q u i d y  

recognized her memendous admin~strative skills, and after less than a year of 

serwce she was put In charge of all Red Cross actlvltler for thirty wards at thr 

Americm Army hospital in Paris. 

Janer's life in France was a mosaic of contrasts. By day she would comfort 

dy~ng soldiers, write them find letters home, and hghr their last clgaretter. By night 

she would sit at Katharine's gleaming table, discussing the reconstruction of  France 

with key officials, journalists, and intellectuals while eating dcl~cious food and sip- 

ping the finest wines. 

S l ~ c  was crcsrfallen to  bc so late in serving In the war effort, but deter- 

n~incd to  hclp in the reconstruction of shattered France. Hcr first lcttcr homc 

shimmers with excitement as she dcscrrbcs the cntrancc of  President Wilson into 

Paris after the armistice: "After brcakhst I looked out of  my window on the 

Placc du Palais Bourbon right across at thc Chambres dcs Dcputics where masscs 

of  peoplc wcrc waiting to watch Clemcnceau come out and enter his motor. 

Most of  then1 werc women, in the decpcst mourning with l~ t t l e  children-and 

somc wcrc soldiers in their beautiful blue."Thcy had a spectacular vlsra: 

Surh a vir,v--rbr A n  dr Tnt,,r~ph on ortr m d  nrtd rhr Plnrr dr III Corvordt or, rhr 

o d r r 4 u d  all alorlg rhr ltr,r o j  m a n h  rbr Frrrmrb pot111r [rrg~tlnr Frrnrb ~ r o o ~ r ] ,  p r r  as 

rhy rolnr h o u r j m ~ n  r h  war-rn18ddy ungoromtr, knaprarkr.. .rvcryrb~rlg. T h t y  w c n  ,,rnq- 

I I $ I ~ ~ I : I ,  and rhty wrrr our drfrrldrrr. H r n  nrld rhrn war n g r o ~ t p  o j y o w ~ l g  Ianars or, rhrir 

horrrr rarryulg rbrlr n d  and whtrr rcgtgl,,trr,~ol rolorr Bt,r 161 Fnrtd porlur n ~ a d r  rnr wrrp. 

Ptopb w r n  IMP 11: lrL rrrrr, on rhr ro$, ar rbr windorus, vtgr~nblr mrtr  had brrn drogrd 

ovrr and wvholrJan~~bcr mr or: top, ,natty bro~lghr Iaddrrr, and old wornnl,gzrls, boys, 

wo~,rtdrd m m  sat on c a d  r ~ d r t v n d  . or w r  lookrd dowr~ or1 r L  rrowdr,you ro~rld r a  

n'rry n a r ~ o 1 1 0 1 ~ 1 ) ~ u r  oturt dough-boys [rr~bsrrd soldtrrr] nnd mtlorr, Torl~r,,ltr [ B n r o h  

rroopr], Aazars, Harks Jrorn A f i m ,  Brlgto~tr wirh rbnr ptrrumqur h r a d d n r r n - - n ~ ~ d g ~ r l r  

111 all nlannrr o j  u n f o r r n ,  and rhr young Frenrhgtrlr Lnvtly draprd ~ r z  hlark. Prtrly roe,, 

rbr sun ra,rr our, rhr pollus rri@~trd u ~ n d  rhrn war agrrar rosgr~d o j  ~uhnrlt,lg and 

rnovrsa~~r--artd a lovrly A i n d o b  I o n  dowr~ r b  Avrrltlr E t r y o n r  rhnrrd arzd mtd,  '20 ,I 

boy." Thrn nJrlrr rcvrral lltlnalrrs arrivrd rhrgrr~danracr on rhrw btryrlrs, all ,,I rhru dark 

bl t~r  I I I I ~ O ~ ~ I S  and rhrtr r ~ p r s ,  rind ~brrt, h+rr w r  k m u  81  rhr oprn rarr tqr  wtrh rhr rwo 

Prrr~drrz!s+~~r o w n  rrn111ng and bowrrrg ro ~rtyo,tc-artd all rhr proplr tvavtrlg hand- 

krrcht+ aud A r ~ ~ r n i n r ~ J l a g s  ar,,d r r y q  "Ksr  Wlrort . .  ."'+ 

T h ~ s  ~nfcct~ous armosphcrc swept up rhc young Amrrtcan Rcd Cross 

worker. "I stopped and bought all sorts of tliil~gs for my men. Amcr~can flags. 

Frcnch rosettes, tiny Dough Boy and poilus hats made our of  rin that one can 

pin on one's coat. Everywhcrc the Dough Boys salute us-lt is a rral trlbute to  

thc Red Cross, but makes Inc feel very awkward as I never know whal to do in 

recognition-women arc not supposed to salute."" 



Zwvnttoadrmrrarm~lyh~rtafq&.Ifwfi. Ihnwrbrcnmh 
a klb andfawn Bijo udckvnr I WB M y  &&d 04 ~ J ? C I ,  Wc d t n d  on tk 
& ~ w s n ~ & C g ~ m d i t w n r a ~ g ~ ~ ~ & r l d ~ ~ a n d ~ o w  

sh wifb kls. . .. An4 daudautLmm lar to dmrre d l m w  wI1 fby &G- * wunld bw& 7.39 aff~& $P-rpyiTiki ~@tclnnanJlsw?ii and& mm 

rauI)w hr wry wqh' 

The shelBZhd Nep'Yock debu@nte~~k+fihg t6 earn dae td mild 
of  m-mxn PEYYCC, md nde+dewIy thndlt~mw Iifieaj~pblt!. Jans contin- 
ued, "Qnly tht Red Cm gidsate)PUowbd a f b  &miies, fir dic)rdo not 

want to hc in anyof hose p-?& m ~ t c s ~  of These am all e&t&l I 
@%+and s o w  &y I sbqU dl p u  all al%ouc&+. A more whofesomi. 

lot d bm mu cannot imanini v , , v 

Four mon&s htw. &er P telegrammed +p?ppMuaifmrn W y ,  
Bred&& and Jprtc were quietly married in die h d c w  h r c h  ofP& 

The relegmm fmnl Frcdcrick ro his mother, Karhuinr R . W i n ,  in Paris, announdng his 
cngagmmc, ,917. Abwr Lirurenanc Fdcrick R. WuLin and his bride. Juur January Ellion 
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on  March Ir, 1919. with a handful of  Frcnch and Anicrican fricnds in attcn- 

dancc. Frcdcrick worc his lic~~tcnanr's un~fo rm and Janct worc a riniple, long- 

slcescd u~hirc chiffon dress jscc pagr 21).  Mr. and Mrs. Elliotr declined to  

cross thc Atlantic for the ccrcmony, saying that thcy did not want to  miss thc 

bnrrh of  Janct's sistcr Edi thi  second child. But Jancr also scnscd thcir subtle 

disapproval of  her lnarrying a Cincinnati man in Paris, far from the confines 

of  her family's insular world In Uppcr East Side Manhattan. Noncthclcss. 

katharinc \Vulsin and a small gathcring of  fricnds toastcd rhc couplc with 

champagne, and thcy sped off to t h c ~ r  honeymoon at a country inn in 

Saint Germa~n-cn-Layc. 

T h c ~ r  bliss was shattcrcd a fcw days later, when ncws arrived by cable 

that Janct's slstcr Ed~rl i  had dicd in d~i ldblrrh in Nciv York. Wavcs of  grief. 

guilt, and isolation swept over thc young bridc. Shc longed for the safety and 

comfort of  hcr family, dcsy~tc rhc fact char slic had rcbellcd agalnst t h ~ s  protcc- 

tion onl!. a ycar bcforc. This deep conflict n,oi~ld ncvcr bc complctcly rcsolvcd 

as shc trav~lcd furthcr and furthcr away from the protccrivc ~nfluencc of hcr 

farn~ly. Yet a ycar later shc rcflcctcd. "1 am evcry day morc thankful that I went 

to Francc and unconsciously and consciously absorbed a d~fferenr atmos- 

phcrc+chern,isc I should bc as blind as many sccni to bc on t h ~ s  side to what 

thcir men really nrcnt through."" 

It was not only her cxpcr~cncc on thc afar front that transformed Janct. 

EquaU!- important was hcr growing rclarionship with Karharinc, who challcngcd 

her mlnd, and rncouragcd hcr to reach for ncw intellectual horizons. Dur~ng  

char free momcnts, shc and kathar~nc attended thc thcatcr and thc opcra. Thry 

roarncd thc art galleries and museums, and In tlic evenings they oftrn rrad aloud 

by the fire. Janrrh Frcnch improrcd dramatically, and her mind was lgn~tcd by 

thc stimulus of  Paris. Although Janrt carcd deeply for her own mother, it was 

Karhar~nc who bccamc her rolc modcl.To Janct, shc cmbodicd a probing. 

snformcd m ~ n d  whilc still ma~ntalning hcr charm and f c m ~ n ~ n ~ t y .  She and Janct 

rema~ned clorc fr~cnds throughout thrrr I~vrs, exchanging books, arrtclo. and 

cand~d thoughts In t h r ~ r  frcqucnt Icttcrs. 

NEW Y O R K ,  1 9 1 9  

It took four more months for Frcderick to be dischargcd from his post. Both 

Katharinc and Jancth fathcr workcd hard to gct him an carly discharge from thc 

army, but thc bureaucracy lnovcd slowly across the Arlant~c and many A~ncrican 

troops wcrc nor d~schargcd for over a yrar. Finally. In late Junr 1919, thc couple 

rcturncd to Ncw York City. Frcdcrick attcmptcd to plcasc his father-in-law 

by rcjoining thc Allicd Macllincry Company as an account cxccut~vc. H e  also 

joined thc Explorer's Club and became the vicr prcs~dcnr of tlicYoung 

Republican's Club. 

Thc  transition from Paris to NewYork proved d~fficult for the pair. I-rcder- 

~ c k  wrotc to liis ~iiothrr, "Thc cost of living hcrc is appalling. Higher than Paris! 

The impression of  oozing rvcalth and of  bustlr nearly knocks you down wllcn 

you first gct hcrc."" Frcdcrickh vigorous, cncrgctic nature chafed at the routlnc of 

office work, and he was miserable In thc buslncss world. Aftcr a ycar of  borcdom 

and rcstlcsmcss, he n~rncd his attent1011 back to his rral passions-cxplorat~on. 

archaeology, and cultural anthropology. 

l ~ ~ s p ~ r c d  by a brill~ant lecture by Roy Chapman Andrcws at the Muscum 

of Natural History, and cncouragcd by h ~ s  mentor, Dr. Tholnas Rarbour, at 

Harvard. I'redcr~ck sct 111s s~ghrs on Cliina.Thc Harvard Muscunl of  Compara- 

rivc Zoology offcrcd him a small s t~pcnd to cnlargc Its China collcct~on. Afcrr 

carefully weighing his options, hc wrotr his mothcr tllar hc had dccldrd to 

"go to C h ~ n a  as a sclc~irific travclcr, learn Chznesc, go Into officlal and othrr 

society all I can, and travel through thr lntrrtor suffic~rntly to gct a thoro~vghly 

good idea of  It and to makc ~~rcf i l l  sc~cntific records-zoology, mrtcorology. 

geology, and botany ~f possible-and rliorough ccononitc and pol~tical and 

social obsrrvations.""' 

Kathar~nr sent hrr son a typ~cally cand~d answcr. "As long as I have known 

you sclrncc has borcd you-you can't unprovlsc technical a t ta~n~ncnts  oC that 

k ~ n d ,  nor can you givc yor~rscll thc obscrv~ng cyc wh~ch notcs unconrc~ously 

cultural phrnomcna." shr wrotr. 



Your nl~nd rurzr rn a dfltrenl Atmr~un. fionornrr, pol~~~rnl  and rortal obrtrvartor~r r n  ,non 

III your lirtt, and ~ Y O I I  g~vtyourst!f up 10 s~udtts 011 rhore sub]tr~, you nnalrlly o~ghr 10 br 

alb 10 nrh~evr~ood rcs~ltr and nor mrrtly antart~~r~rh~udgrr~azrr whld will rrrry no weghr. 

11, order 10 carry our rhere nuditr prarrrmlly, you oughr rego to Chlrlr wirh a job. You wtll 

L r n  ,non oJ rronornir, sortal and poltriral ro,~d~~tonr tn n tnonth $)vu a n  d 0 1 q  prarrtcrl 

work rharl you wtll ayrar $you arrgoirg nbour ru a rmvtCr 

Katharine concluded, "Your old mother sympathizes w ~ t h  your vision and 

has Eiith In your brains and actions, but she also wants you t o  keep your feet on  

the ground. Get  a definite business proposirron in going t o  Chlna which Mr. 

Elliott approves of, and I will givc you all the help I can."" 

Janet's father supported Frcderick's idea, but also strongly urged hlm to seek 

out  business oppor tuni t~es  while In China. H e  initiated d~scussions with the 

board o f  the Nor thern  Pacific Karlroad t o  explore the possibility o f  employing 

Fredcrick In the development of  a trans-Pac~fic trade that would bring freight t o  

thc railroad. Freder~ck also approached Allied Machinery wlth a ~ l a n  as a consul- 

tant, but recession was already tn thc alr in New York and jobs were scarcc. All 

that Allled would offer him was a leave o f  abscnce. N o  one was wrlling to make a 

firm commitment t o  support an untried young man's endeavors In China. "If we 

go we gamble on a big succcss, the worst that can happen is that they [Allied 

Machinery] won't want me back:' he wrote t o  h ~ s  mothcr in January 1921. "Therc 

is lcss risk In that rhan In staytng, with the practtcal certainty o f  berng let go in a 

few weeks to rcducr expenses."" As the financtal s~tuat ion  in NnvYork grew 

t~ghtcr  stlll, a movr to Chma looked ~ncrcas~ngly attractlvc. 

L)rspitc t l ~ r  risks rnvolved, Janct remained supportivc o f  Frcderlck's des~re  

to brcornr an explorcr and sclcntlst. Although shc respccrcd Katharlnek o p ~ n i o n .  

she rrnl~tldcd her skcptical mother-ln-law, "Kcmcrnber, rhls trlp may lead t o  

hmr. tf not fortunc for Frcdrr~ck."', Fredcrick rccogntzcd Jancrk support. "Jan 1s 

pcrfccrly splendid-just as loyal and full o f  pcp as she can be. It is much morc of  

a lrap Into thc ~lnknown for hr r  t h a ~ ~  for mc, but s l ~ c  has rhc r ~ g h t  sp~rit.".' 

Afrcr c ~ g h r  lttctlc wccks of  p~~rchases  and prrparations-tmrs f r o n ~  Abtr- 

crombtc and F ~ r r h ,  .1~1thr0~010g,ic:1l i ~ l s t r ~ t ~ n c n t s ,  fine thernlomctcrs, draw111g 

materials, saddles, camping equipment. mcd~cines, and znnumerable guns and car- 

t r i d g e c r h e  supplier werc packed and ready. Freder~ck went to \Vashingron to 

mecc with the Secretary of  Stare. Charles Evans Hughes, and other \Vulsin family 

friends. H e  arrlved home armed with "morc letters of  introduction to different 

people than the m ~ n d  of  man can lmaglne."" Freder~ck referred t o  these leners as 

"soup letters [see page 241." As Peking was the intellectual, diplomat~c, and polir- 

ical capital o f  China, the Wulslns decided t o  head there first, despite the facr char 

they had few friends, no  job, and no ldea where they were going to live. 

O n  April 2. 1921, the young couple, full o f  ryphoid inoculat~onr, settled 

into Jancri father's private rallroad car and headed by rail for Seatrle. After four 

days crosstng the continent they boarded the IRnndn, a brand-new steamer 

making her maiden voyage across the Pacific. O n  April 9 they salled for China. 

stopping for several rvecks in Japan and Manila on  the way. Their great adventure 

had begun. 

Despite her misgivings. Katharlne gavc them her blessing: "I like ro think o f  

you off  by yourselves, leading your own llvcs o n  your own way o u o ~ d e  the fever- 

~ s h  current of  New York. I hope, darling, that all will go well with p u  and thar 

you will bc very successful."-' She continued. " L o o  o f  people envy you and Jan 

and your quest of  the Golden Fleece o f  knowledge and adventure.":' Frederlck 

responded, "As we crossed the Pacific we both felt the lure of  the great things 

thar will come some day in this part of the world. I think Jan feels It too. O u r  

horizon before was so much smdler. I fecl an incredible sense of  joy and relief 

having the world before me."" 

C H I N A ,  1921 

Six weeks after lcavlng Scattle. Janet and Fredcrick landed In Shangha~ early on the 

morning of  May 11. Igrl. Already, Janet was becoming a more seasoned maveler 

and observer. In hcr letten she urged her family to "please remember that In even 

placc we visit thcrr are three distinct imprcss ioncthe  first or i n ~ t ~ a l  one; the 
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Lrnrr o f  mrruducnon from rht Frcn~h h4mosr" o f  Forrogn Affaorr, 7 h r  Ofhcr of rhr 
Mm~rrrr. ro rhr Frcnd, Amhasrador on Peklng ~nrroducnng thr  \b'ulr~nr rlrh snrnucrlons ro 

accord chrm "rhc brrr rrlcome," January n g ~ z .  

second after the place bccomes a blc habitual: the rliird, after Icavlng and looking 

backwards."*) 

Her firsr impression of  Shanghai was nor pleasanr. The rain came down in 

sheets, the arr war muggy, and thc customs officials wcre irrltablc. Luckily, howcv- 

er, the Wulsins' mounds of baggage, ~nduding nine trunks and cleven picccs of 

hand luggage, went throngh u,itliout any trouble. T h c ~ r  guns wcrc rclcascd in only 

nrfcnry-four hours, desp~tc thc warnings o f  the Chincsc legation in Washington 

that ~t might rake scvcral months. 

Howcvcr, their ammunition-sent from Holland and Holland In London- 

rcqulrcd a h o r h w ,  or permit, from the Imperial Govcrnmcnt in Pcklng, as thc 

impororion of ammunir~on was illegal.The cartridges werc scalcd in largc tin 

boars and included one hundred rounds for the .465 bore express cordite rifle. 

forty rounds of  so l~d  nickel 480-gram bulleo. and sixty of  480-grain soft polnr 

bullers.'"Tlic U.S. consularc had sent up for a pcrmit on May 12, but Ir had not yet 

arrived, and Janct and Frcdcrick wcrc forced to wait for it for scvcral wccks.Thcsc 

dclays for special pcrmia and pcrnmlssrons would plague thcm throughout thcir 

rravcls in China andTibet. 

Thcy found Shanghai a strange clty. "It suggcsts Consrantinoplc In some 

ways. In othcrs Marscillcs, and Ir IS qulte different from ritlicr o f  thcm." wrotc 

Frcdcr~ck. "Thc foreign concessions, areas governcd by forcigncrs through thcrt 

own municipal officers, covcr most of  the city's tcrritory.Thcsc arras arc wcll 

paved, wcll I~glitcd, clcan arid wcll policrd. One has practically no occasion to go 

oucs~dc thcni. One can buy automobilcs, silvcr, cycglasscs and so on. Tlicrc arc half 

a dozen dcpartmcnt srores.Thc placc 1s fill1 of  clubs, including counrry clubs far 

finer than most o f  thosc at homc."" 

Finally, armed n ~ t h  thcir letters of  inrroductlon, tlic Wulslns dcpartcd 

Shanghal by tram to Pck~ng, sropplng bricfly in Nanking.Thcy sped tIiro~1~11 thc 

impovcr~slicd Chincsc countrysrde as starving pcasanrs Rung rhcmsclvcs towards 

the tracks, bcgging forclgn passcngcrs to throw food from thclr windows. 

Dcsplte the sccncs of starvatton and soclal unrcst around thcm. Frcdcrlck 

reniaincd optlmjstlc about hjr prt~sprcts profcss~onally. 

Thr  opporrulllrzrr hm 111 Ch~r~n an prfrcrly 11mrvt1o11rJor w l ~ r  1 ~ n r l r  ro d ( ~ ~ r t n t r r ,  

wrtrtng, rhtn po611rr. lBcrr o a b ~ g j r l d  Jor a r t ~ h r o p o l o ~  nrtd ,, ,vrs~lga~,o,~ oj nboralr,nl 

lnbrs 111 rrrlntn prov~r~trs ,  mdrA/ur d,gg,tg ,,p 41,lgr Itkr 7ioJ tvh,{h W;// i t u  /h( mrl,rrr 

history o/ C h ~ r ~ c r t  ~ ~ v ~ l n o r r o ~ ~  arid ~ h r  mr ly  rotlllrrrnortr wtrh rhr M k r  T h t  (rzrtn plnrr 11s:- 

ply rttrhtr and m k r  wtrh p o l r ~ ~ ~ r .  0 1 , r  hrarr II al l  rhr rnrrlr. Ir,d,mr,o,,s a n  rhar so,,,[ Ans 



thnt wll bt a war b t ~ n  IU and]qan . . . Out bmpropkjkl ir is a rarainry. ID is 

only a question of tinrc,p 

ARRIVAL IN PEKING, 1921 

On their arrival in Pekmg, the Wulsins stayed at the Hotel de Pckin whiie making 
the social rounds, leaving theu cards on silver plates at various legations and pri- 
vate homes. An old friend of Janeti from Boston, J d a  Deane, had moved to 

Peking with her husband, FritzThey immediately took Janet and Frederick under 
their wmg and helped them find a small house, complete with a domesac staff, to 
rent foc six months. 

In 1921 Peking was a fascinating international city, the grandeur of its Imper- 
ial past juxtaposed with a teeming, industriatized city i s  way into the 
twentieth century. As Janet and Frederick discovered, "The town like the munuy 

had shown the same power of talungfresh mastea and absorbing them. Both have 
passed through dark hours of anarchy and bloodshed."n 

The anclent c~ty  was orig~nally conce~md on a grand design, mth the nobit- 
ty of its surrounding walls and p e r ,  the splendor of its palace squares, and the 
vivid colors of its Imperial roofs. Seen from a dstance, with rts walls and gate 
towers sharply defined against a background of hills, Peking looked little changed 

from when it 6rst became the capital of China in the Middle Ages: aTartar 
encampment in stone. Gazing at the temples, walls. tombs, and palace halls, Janet 
could easily imagine Peking's history-its bitter sieges, martyrdom, and religous 
smuggles; Tartu, Mongol, Manchu, and Chinese conquests, Western invasions, and 
Persian, Indian, and Jesuit influences. She enwsioned gorgeous pageants, traitots 
and sold~ers of fortune, and the great Kublai Khan, who made Peking the capital 

of one of the largest empires the world has ever seen. 
Peking had remained for centuries a place of mysteries, of dosed gates and 

barring walls.The greater the beauty of a rich man's house m Peking, the more 
carefully it was hidden. Even when the main gates were thrown open, the view of 

Janrr and Fredcrick m a r+lr courrprd, Kwe~panfu, Sham, 7hplab"e& h l & q s  t&n 
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the billldings and gardens ivirhin was blocked by a "spirit screen" rhat ensured 

additional privacy and protection From evil influcncrs.'* Once these interiors 

nvrc rcvcalrd, the ii,ondcr and dclighr of  the tc~nplcs and palaces surpassed 

all expectations." 

Not  until 1860. iuhcn Prince Kung gavc spccial new orders, were foreigners 

allowed to  nalk along the ramparrs.Thls became a favorlte stroll for Janet and 

Fredcrick. as thcy could see rhe original plan for rhe four cities from tlic heighrs of 

the city tvalls. In thr ccnter lay rhc Forbidden City-the innermost hearr of  

Peking, soaked in history and mysterysurroundcd by nvo ~nlles of  massive plnk- 

rrmhcd ad l s ,  ivith four gates and a pavilion at each of its four corners.16 

As steeped as it was In the pasr. Peking was cnrcring a period of great soc~al 

change, moi,ing from a feudal past to  a modern democracy. Under the last 

Empress Don~ager.Tsu-Hsi, cerraln improvements had greatly altrrcd the facc of 

the city newly paved srrcets made way for auromobilcs, and a new police force 

srmgglcd ro contain the roiling tidc of  rraffic.Ticn Amwn Square was drastically 

altered to accommodare railroads and electricity. Even the anclcnr stone lions 

guarding thc gates wcrc moved-to honor [he tradition of  feng shui, however, thc 

statues were blindfolded before being moved so char thcy would nor be trauma- 

rized by their dis loca~ion.~ 

By the time thc Wulsins arrivcd in 1921, anardiy was In the air. Foreign lega- 

rlons continued to host scholars, intellectuals, diplomats, and adventurers from all 

corners of the glob?, lncludlng many Wcsrern writrrs--such as Andre Malraux, 

Andre Marois, and Bcrtrand Russell-who arere fasc~natcd by the profound social 

and political changes. Prominent Chlnese. like the infamous Sung sisters, were now 

being educated abroad and rerurnlng home ro takc part in the New China. Pcklng 

was elecrric wich a sense of excirement and challenge. The old order had 

and a now one was struggling to emerge from the shadows of Chinese h~srory. N o  

one knew cxacrlg whar form the Nrw China would take. 

Pck~ng was a cauldron of contrasts and conrrad~cr~ons: opturn dens flankrd 

the recently consrrucrcd UockefeUcr hospital: Wcsrern charlrics ex~stcd alongsidr 

deep corruption on all Icr~cls; beaury. fantasy. and mystery gl~ni~ncrrd anid fear. 

poverty starvatron, and diseasc. Ucgardless of  the chaos. China continued to fasci- 

nate the West and, likc a magnet, drew cntreprcncurs, intellccn~als, and advcnturcrs 

from ovcrscas. 

Despite the growing civil war In [he south, Janet and Frrder~ck had already 

begun to formularc plans for an expedition durlng the11 crosslng of  thc Pacdc. By 

rhc tlme rhey reached Peking. Frcdcr~ck had abandoned all thoughts of  joining an 

American business. There were few positions ava~lablc In Alnerlcan companies, and 

the invigoraring arniospherc of  cxplorat~on in Peking was contagious. 

They bel~eved that their stipend from the Baldrvin Company and thc grant 

from the Zoological Museum would enable tlicm to organize a modesr cxpedi- 

tlon into the nclghboring provancc of  Shans~.  An elated I:rrder~ck rcporrcd back 

to hls mother in Paris, "Your little son is not gotng to  be ~ d l c  for the next few 

ycars.That mnch is perfectly evidcnt. Bung a well authent~cated and endowed 

explorer calls for sweat In large measure. But I am enjoying it greatly, and I think 

I shall thrlvc on the work."" 

Dur~ng  thclr carly months in Peking. Janct and Frcderick wcrc quickly 

welcomed by the international community. Scvrral thousand foreigners lived 

bch~nd hrgh walls w ~ r h  the11 large staffs, primarily near the legation scctlon of 

the c~ty.  They constanrly cntcrtalncd each other-English- and Frcncli-spcak~ng 

Ch~ncsc officials as well as visitlng sclenrlsrs, writers, philosophers, and cxplorcrs 

from abroad. 

T h e  Wulsins laborcd dally ar Chlncsr wlth thcir trachcr, Mr. WuTzc Pm, 

known as Mr. Wu (see page L R ) ,  and sought out peoplc w ~ t h  a real knowledge of  

China's Interior. Their circlc lncludcd cxplorcrs, miss~onarics, scasoned travrlers, 

and gcolog~srs srarch~ng for o ~ l  on behalf o r  large Amrrlcan companlcs. Travel 

and cxplorat~on wcrc cons~dcrcd an art In Prklng, and thr travclcr who had braved 

unknown reglons was widely adni~rcd. Many wrote abow their advrnturcs. and 

small publishing houses prlvatcly publrshcd volu~ncs of cxotlc travcl nzrltlng. 

Soon afrrr rlielr arrival, tlic Wuls~ns sought our rhr rcnowncd cxplnrcr Roy 

Cllapman Andrrws, wliom they had first lnrr at a Iccrurr In Ncw York. Andrews 

was a charlsmatic cxplorcr-rvrntually inimortalizcd as "lndlana Jnnrs"-wlio 



H ~ T  Cmby Emery (Harry) and S u r m  AUmon Emcry, dressed hr a lunchcon. Phg, 19x1. 

gave fasc~nating Iectures throughout the United States to help attract funds. 
Both he and Fredertck were eager to make thezr names and reputations in the 

explorauon of the vast lands of western China. In 1921 Andrews had not yet &- 

covered the giant dinosaur eggs at Bayan Zag, the Flaming Cliffs, which would 
establish hts international reputation Competition among these young adventur- 
er-explorers was fierce, and was felt by the w~ves as well. Janet m t e  home that 
Roy treated Frederick qutte differently when Frederick later captured a rare Chi- 
nese dolphin. "Ms. Andrews gushed over me profusely since I spent the sum- 
mer in Southampton, and was probably 'some one' at home. Maybe I do them an 
injustice, but their worldltness is always so apparen~".Despite these initial mis- 

givings, the Wulsins and the Andmwses eventually became great friends. 

Janet often entertained at her Chinese house, gathering friends in the 
lantern-festooned courtyard and showing Chtnese shadow puppets after dinner. 
She and Frederick spent their weekends visiung friends who had rented temples 

in the Western Hills outside the dry walla. One of their favorin destinations 
was a hihide temple rented by their new friends Susanne and Harry Emery. 
another American couple. As chairman of the Asia Bank, Harry had use of a 

large car and chauffetu, and the four would ride out of Peking in luxury, pasaing 
d a g e s  and having a cloud of dust and scattering chickens in their mkc. At the 
temple, they would read, hilir through the hih, and aplore other templu. 

SUSANNE AND HARRY EMERY 

The Emerys would play a aucial role in the W u W  life in ChinzThe twn mu- 
ples were introduced by a letter from Al ic  Roosevdt Longwnrth, the flamboy- 

ant daughter of P r e s i d e n t b d o r r  Rooswelr At nvency-four, Harry had b m  
the youngest tenured professor of political economics in the history of Yak 
University. A brilliant economist with a gifi for languages, k later bccune chair- 
man of the pmtigiousTariff Commission under Pree.idenrT& In 1916, on the 
eve of the Russian Rcvoluuon, he was sent by the GuaranryTrust Company to 
Moscow to preside aver its ofIices there and encourage new business. 

His wife, Susanne, the daughtu of the chairman of the C I w i a  Depart- 

ment of Bmwn Unmrsiry, was &om an old Pemsylvania Qu& M y .  
Although not a beaury, she was t d ,  straight and s h ,  and nd of f arm, humor, 

and a "delicious independence."* She raced through her social obligarions in 

Pekmg to atlow more time for studying Chinese, reading. and tiding with Hamy. 
She was an avid horsewoman and gctat dog lover, and her h o w  was always full 

of strays she had rescued from the smets of Peking. After graduating h &)F 
Mawr College, where she shldied ardutermrr, she worked on ardueological pro- 
jects in Greece. In 19x7 in Sa~m Pctcnburg, Russia, she married -her 
father's bmther-in-law. and many years her senior. 

Shortly after their weddmg, the Emerys w w  forced ta flee for their ha 
a m s s  the tce in fur-lined sleighs through the Red and White Guard barricades 

to the Finish Aland Islands from the Russian port of Abo."The G e m  



uphurd rhem then on the island of Mariehamn in a surprise raid, and interred 
F - - F  - 

Hwsy in B prison camp at Fuchel, but freed Susanne to travel to Stockholm. 
After tetl mod&, they were reunited in New York and e v e n d y  senk to Peking 
by &c Guaranty E u s t  There, Harv served as chairman of the Asia Bank. In 

P&g they were considered important hosts, entertaining a constant flow of 

diplomats, journalism, in tdwa l s ,  and advenrurets. Janet initially thought that 
they were an ideal couple. 

THE NEW CHINA 

By 1921 the new Chinese Republic was losing conrml of the old Ch'ing Empire, 
causing chaos and the hesion of civil o h .  "The Central Govunment has no 

poaner," wrote ]anet 
Tbr local T w h  (rnrlitn~govcrn~6)--.H outgmwrbfmm L dayr ofYuan Shd-Km 
[rbrjwmrr Etnpnsi Dowqw] a n  r6a really pmunfulmrm; mm/ of t h  art u n s m p -  

h, tax thprqpk mm umntrcFUy, stcal L monFy t h  shldgo to t h  Ccnrral Govt 

and a n  upwtr  and h only unto b t l m  Many pmPk art hcn in business would 

p+ 10 L1 dinaly with tlw T&ns i m d  o f  tbmugb h Gnrml C m r t . ~  

Despite the evident conuption and growing chaos, many in the expatriate 
wmm&ty in Pelung clung to & m  sheltered world of luxury and social riruals. 

The r e p  on the klrr outside of Peking, coinciding wtth the Henley Regatta in 
&glad, sdll served as a high point of the Westerners' social season. Clothes 

werr sent from Paris and NewYork, and women discused fashion in one breath, 
wnjecturing about the falling regime and the civil war in the next 

Nonetheless, the turmoil was b e g i i  to permeate their sheltered world. 
The ~ u m p o u s  supper parties at rhe Peking Hotel, the dances until dam, and 
rhe annual Amaican Bachelor's Ball of s m n  hundred foceighers conunued, but 
p m 7  and unrest among the Chinese population grew. Fear filtered through 
the bcai community like the ever-present opium. While warlords swept through 

tk neighboring hills, the Chincae army disintegrated into bands of marauders, 

v 
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Mr. WuTzc Pm, former cavalry officer, Chtnese teacher, and Chnrsr manager and gutdc of 
borh Wulr~n upcdltions. 19~3,  



and the foreign community fled to  houses by the sea or temples in rhe Western 

Hills. A sense of tlneasc seeped into every aspect of  clty life. As Janet's friend 

Julia Deane wrote home to Boston. "We arc due for another revolution.The pre- 

sent government 1s a mess.".' 

Fredcrlck dcscribcd the complex political srtuarion to his mother. 

Each C h ~ n a r  provtrtn nowadays I I  rulrd by a ,r~ilirary govrnlor, krtorvn ar a 

Turhun. Somr a n  ruprr Turhu,a, wtrh n nurnbtr ofprovirrrrr u n k r  r L m .  T w o  of  

rhnr worrh~rr had aJ.lbng our: C h o ~ l g  Tro LIII, an old scoundnl a n d j o n r r r  brig- 

nrtd eh,$ ruprr Ztrhutr of  M a n c h u r q  and W u  Ptr Fig, a w r y  b n v r  and appannr- 

ly horlnr artdparriortc offgcrr, who IS rhr ruptr Turhurt o f  rhr fingrzr val l ty  C h a q  

has buts s,ak,ng rind brtokttlg pronttrcrJor rovr rtrnr, pt<~rt,tg 113 0t11 rogue grcr  

nnorhrr, nll o f  rhrrn loor~rg rhr rnnrury jor  C h m l g i  brnlfir Ftttally, IN, prorrrrrd 

,,I a rrrtrr of  nd-hor rrlrggmrnr ro rL world or Iargr durrng rL Wash~ngron Conj lr-  

rnrr N o w ,  Charlg hnr rnovrd 70 ,00~80 ,ooo  troops inside rhr Crrar Wnll $v116 

161 avowrd ,rtrr,trto,~ o f  ruppnrr,rlg M I  Pc, Fu Hownrtr, W u  knockrd d r  sporr o f f  

h iw tn a rrrlrr of  ngqrnrrrrr .  Charlg tr ,low rnaktng r r a d r f o r  ~Uanchuna,  arrd h81 

troops a n  brtrlg roundrd up a , d  dtrnr~nrd Thrr lnsr scrap rook plncr or1 n 111th brlr 

south o f  rhr Ptktrlg Ttcnrr~t ,  rntlwny M ! u r n  o:,r 01 our Tr,r~pL w h w  rhrj lnr~g 

brgarr W I  could hror ,r all day, but rould m rlorhtngjrorn r L  htllropr txrrpr rbr 

prarrjl,lplntr~, rutrt w ~ r h j ~ r l d ~ l a r r ~ r .  1" rhr ~ r r r n o o n  IL rold~rrr fro,n rhr P r k ~ ~ l g  

garriro,~ b r n ~ , ~ h r  word rbnr w ostghr togo hornr. S,rrlthr inrrrr~rr~or~r ramrJrorrz rhr 

L~gorgallott vta rhr Inrryr 'chauf frur ,  ro wcgor lure rhrw 141 and ratnr bark . . . A 

~ o t , ~ L  o f  dnyr larrr, rhrrr war a rhnrp burr1 ojfirtrlg nrar our  h o l ~ ~ ,  J U S I  o11111dr 

rhr r l f y  wall. 11 kvrlopcd rhar romr o f  Charlgi rourrd rrlrrr had rrtrd to Jorrr a e t ~ y  

gait 111 a rmtn. Thrgarriro ,~ rhor rhrn up. Thro~lghour Akltrg rhr Prk~r~ggarnson 

pnrrrvrd rxerl11,tr ordrr arrA kfPr our both srdrr.. Thr Sourh ,I r r ~ l l  ~n nghasrly 

mrrr, wtrh brlgnudr oprrartrg in bnrtdr of  600 to 800. Sur: YRI 511, I ~ C  ~ I k t n g  

mln,rury, who ,I rhr rourr o f  r,lorr of  I& rroubb dowr~ rhcrt a ~ l d  rhr bar 10 m ~ r ~ p -  
mrdott, r t tms ,,tu<h !"taker of Iarr.', 

With warlords and then armies prowling the Chinese countryside, danger 

was ncvcr far away. 

PEKING, SUMMER 1921 

By the time the steaming hear arrived in July, Janet and Freder~ck had established a 

daily routine. They had breakfast at eight, followed by Chinese lessons all morn- 

ing-Frederick at home w~th  Mr. Wu, and Janer with Julia Deane at her house. At 

one o'clock they shared a modest ~ @ I I  (lunch) and then continued rhe~r Chinese 

lessons for several more hours until they had "tea" in front of Julia's electric fan. 

consuming a cold glass of grape juice or ganger ale. After Janeti return home in 

rhe late afternoon. the Wulsins'groom rook their horses ourside the city walls. 

where they rode until dusk. Janet claimed that "the sweating does us both lots of 

good and the sweat rolls off me in buckets.""The twilight was long and they 

would return home and dine at nine o'clock in their cooled courtyard. 

Despite the ferocious heat. the Wulsins occasionally visited the polo grounds. 

swam in a legation pool, and amended dinner pardes including diplomars, visiting 

doctors preparing for the opcnlng of the Rockefeller hospiral, and busrncssmen try- 

ing to figure out how to conduct business in a country with no government. Foreign 

movies also provlded occasional outlngs to the local theater. the Peking Pavilion. 

where crowds of upper-class Chinese, Russians, Japanese. French. Brir~sh. Dutch. 

and Americans relished the latest antics of "Taran of the Apes." 

The Peking lights were "nil" at nighr, as the central power was nor sufficient 

to illuminate the whole city, so Janet and Fredenck read by an American oil lamp. 

Janet scarrered candles throughour rhe house as well.Their social life was quiet. "It 

IS really too warm to do much, and bes~des almost everyone has left town for the 

hills or Pe~taho [the seashore]." Janet reflected.'" 

During the weekends they rvenr sightseeing. 

h h ,,,or,,,ng [\H \KIII]  10 LI rollnl L CCitrm Pnlur, br~ng a c o l h ~ o r ~  o f p l u u ,  ton- 

plrs. shnrlts, marblr britp, m, rtruarrd cl L"&t 0nars"--6th a n  a n o b 9  rbrn 

Inkr,. Thry w r r f i n r r l y  rnarrk3 nrtd wnr dm~rud OJ ly Kublo~ KDnn. N o w  r k  a n  

r b l l o ~  nrtd cowwd wtrh brn~,r$d bne b l m o ~ m  whrh ar rhu rtrnr u/jtar m In L r d ~  
rvtrh Ctr hC pmk nrtd \uhlrr Moumrlr o , ~  /orp slmdm ~mrrc rr,dtnd our of  C Q~rvv 

nrchirmun hnr no ongtrmli~y, ro fi oru h wol m , n a l  r n ~ l p h  o r p a h f r  l k  kcoomr rnonolo- 



no~rr, mrrprJor rh &unit of h r  ntmurid~rlgr Thr"dmi1 smrir"ro krrp a w y  h bad spinrs is 

or. of rh jmnow sghb or rhr I + t ~ r t r  P a h r  11 U our of dwn, n~adr ofglnud rrhs, JO&I 101% 

12 m 1jj i11 hgh. and r h  dr3gri is ribir roihd dmgorlr rnrh ryitlg ro mdrh a par/.+' 

"A Chinese dragon is always trying to catch a pearl. I wonder why it is:'she 

mused.'"Thcy also rode out to tllcTemplc of  Heaven, nfherc they saw the Altar of 

Hcavm- 

. . 0 mas,ur rnarbh plnforni oprrt ro hravrn, w h m  corhyar rht Imptror  t r n r  and 

ror~srrrarrd htrnrr!f AI rhnr rimr no ozr was allowrd ro rhr nnprror rm~r l f ro r i~  L r  

palorr ro rhtr rrrnph, and 011 r C  shops artd housrr alorg ha  murr t u r n  rghrly shut Thr 

Enzprror and a11 rhsr t v h  rook parr bi rhr r r r r r i i o ~ ~  \wn bklr; rhr sarrrriw~iml [sir] 

wrsrL w r r  bluc, mrrythtng bLr, rht rolor of Hcm'rrl. . .. Today all rht r n r ~ ~ l r  bottldtrgs 

h v r  rwfr oJ a dcrp robalr b11,r.'~ 

Janet and Fmderick wcre busy trylng to understand clie cornpl~cated Ch~ncse 

polincal situation. Understandably, the Pcking papers wcre preoccupied with the 

crisis. Janet observed that the papers were barrel] of any U.S. news. "Everyone out 

here is much interested I n  thc coming Pacific Conference.. .. China IS wondering 

whom to send as hcr dclcgates.This counmy is a fascinating political study."' 

On  July 17, 1921. Janct informed her fanlily that 

F [ h t k n r k ]  has pur ~n fo rp rm i rs  togo rrrro Sharat, Ch$ and rhr 3 Martbnnrt 

Pmv~nns. 144 shall in allpmbabibrygo anto Sharw nrar Sw~yuan, NM! rornrr, abollr Srp- 

rmbr r j r s r  As ro whnt w rmnr our, whlrr M \v111 bt nrxr wtrtrtr, CIL, I connor my. I haw 

srhooW rnysr!f tzar 10 look ahrnd W r h  fi ~nnprra~nrnr it a rasirrJor rnt IIOI rq and argway 

L rnoiiry md  is mkrn m n  oJ E j l r L  qutrr ronfidrnr rh~ rhrn is a b ig j r l d jo r  htrn hrrr, bur 

it roka runr I rhink his sr~r$irg CI~IINI is a WIY brgiiiiii~le, and w i l l  br a vnluabb nrar?, 

She closed by saying, "WC arc all well and flourishing, though a cool swim in 

Southampton would be paradisc."3' 

By late July the feroc~ous heat had settled over Pcklng. 

n t s  I$ is errainly m f i l $  onr rouU only arrrppl it, bttr ~u fonu t~a~r l y  111111 R mtltrs soul 

and lorg to "do." That srnilr fo br rhr only vrrb I r~r~drrsrnnd and 1 only wish rhar lotg ago I 

hod L r n d  to "~hink,"ro that staybr ar I appma(h r B  hornbb a& of rhrny I might br mm 

abC ro arquin rhr of rndirarro,~. Nrrv k r k  to Pcktklng u agrrarlurnp . . . Howrurr, do rror 

rhtrik rhar I n ~ n  u ~ t h a p p ~ f  rr w m  roohr I (oltld "do"~nort, aard nor brJomd to "rhttd"so 

r n l ~ d .  But rhrr~ 11 is ogoodplar~ ro L r r i  rhr larrrr, atid whar brrrtr pla(r rhan hm? 

She was rrnp.atrcnt to put her studying to the test and begin to explore China. 

Janrri mule l~rrcr before thc Iugh walls of Su~ydan. Shnnri, August 1911. "11 8s II ovmsrpr+ci mad 

drlgh~ul w 9  ' 0  irmzl f in  art ruo btlg &, r b  rndr nrnrlg on a z,,oolr Jrnnr md mu 11, hmk Pnuz 
bnswr,~ rhrrr pl,r a n  m p  n r d  over all n ~rrnrrrd lop whnd I S  n\rrrd by Chorw, rrollrlaih rr kup oolrr rbr rmn Ovrr 

L r e p  wpr M bg ha8' d I I V , ~ ~  L,, a p m  g 'L-bo'jo~lrlorh] rhtn 0 blrrak<r and urrhjw C U I ~ ~ O ~  roorr, 

mrn,ras,pto, ,I<, IJtlr bb a gsrrn "-Janrr E. Wttlrln (J.E.W.), Seprennbrr 1911 
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BOOK I 1  

By the end of the summcr of  1921, the Willslns' Chinese was now adequate for 

llm~red convcrsatrons, and tlicy could recognize nearly one thousand written Chl- 

nest charactcrs.Thcy had studled the geography and thc hlrtory of Shans~ and 

counsclcd with knowledgcablr travelcrs, huntcrs, and mrssionarlcs about the 

reglon In great detail.Thcy planned for a fivr-month cxpcd~t~on that would cover 

over fivr ht~ndrcd miles Into solne of  the most rclnotc corncrs of the province. 

Throughout thc sunlmcr. Janet had busled herself "buylng equlprncnr too 

in rhr way of  extra r ~ d ~ n g  cogs, pongec [raw s~lk]  pajamas and undergarments 

(fleas liatc pongec)."' Jancr descr~bed hcr hectlc preparation> for thc journey. "Boys 

to cng.igc, tcnrs to gcr for H o  (the tax~dcrzn~st) and Wu, thc Chxnese reacher, food 

suppl~cs, camp clothes put ill ordrr and all tllc rhousand one things." shc wrote.' 

Janct's cxtcnslvr rnventortcs rcvral hrr attention to mlnutc dcrails In pack~ng 

for thr rxpcd~t~on.  I'roln baslcs such as guns, carneras, and nicdic~ncs ro lists of 

rhc dcvclop~ng matcr~als necessary for film proccsslng In the field, shc and Frcdcr- 

tck rccordcd the contenrs of their saddlebags, ~ncludlng "rollet articles, a nlrrror; 

toller paprr, a Rash Ilghr, r notebooks. I swcatcr, r films, I of tobacco and 

r slabs chocolatc."' Janer added a bottlc of malted mdk, a bottlc of Epsom salts In 

a sock, a can of xnsecr ~owder ,  a book of  thr cssays of Rabclals, and a collccr~on 

of  0. Hrnry short storlrs: Slie and Frcdcrick left lerrcrs of credlt and Jancrh fcw 

pircrs of jcwelry at the lnrernar~onal Bank, and opened a checking account wrh 

the Bank of Chlna that would enable them to draw money rhroughour their jour- 

ncy In the post officcs In the larger towns. 

Thcy hired the11 Chinese teacher, Mr. Wu, to hrlp manage the expedition 

and assemble the team. An ex-cavalry officer, he was a born leader and gtfrcd 

I~ngu~s t  who spoke many dialects. He commanded attention rvherevcr he went. 

and. although rather ~nscrutablc In his bcarlng. could erupr wtrh a ferociottr 

rcmpcr when the occaslon demanded. He enabled thc Wulslns to better undcr- 

stand the communtrles rhey vis~red by translating and explaining the local his- 

tory and customs. 

Janet and Fredcrlck dispatched the first part of thrir team wnrh Mr. Wu 

and thc horses ahead of them on August 13.Two days later they pnd off the11 

rrrnalnlng housrhold servants, closed up their house, and set out from the gates 

of Peking.' Leaving the stultifying heat of rhe city beh~nd, rhey headed for the 

great plateau of central Shmsi-southwest of Peking, three days by rail-to 

acqutre new spccimcns for the Agassiz Museum of Conlpararive Zoology at 

Harvard Univcrslty. 

The earliest annals of China dcscr~be Shansik fertile We1 River vdley. nes- 

tled along the middle course of thc Ycllow River and the upper Han River, ss the 



seat of  the first agricultural kingdom. Shansi had been the national cap~tal during 

thrtecn of China's dynastics, an important political and cnltural ccntcr that 

rcachcd its zrnith during thcT'ang dynasty wlien Xl'an had a popular~on of onc 

n~dlion. By the ealy part o f  the nrfenrieth century. Shansi liad decllncd in coltural 

importance, and lrfas the sccnc of  innumcrablc fam~ncs and floods and well as rev- 

cral Muslim rcbcllions! Desp~tc these moubles, howcvcr. Shans~ was rich in animal 

lifc, and Frcdcnck was convinced that lie would be able to capturc zoological spec- 

imcns not yet knoan to rhe West. 

In a jaunty ~nrcrviea in the Rblrzg ~ I A  T~OZISI,~ Tznzrr on the eve of  lirs 

deparmre. Frrderrck described the lifc of  a zoolog~sr as mostly a matter of  luck: 

"I once spent months in Madagascar and Brit~sh East Africa collccting spcci- 

rncns, and when I returned. I found that tlic only new var~ctics I had were somc 

llzards I had capmrcd in .a hotel bathroom." Shansi, hom,ever, beckoned as a 

regron conrain~ng many rarc spccimcns "with unpronounccable names and 

unlovable dirposrr~ons." according to Fredcrick.Thc article concludcd, "The 

lnrerlor of  China is a vast zoological museum, for the most parr unlabeled 

and un-caralogued."~ 

O n  the~r  departure Katharinc warned Frcderick. " T h ~ s  IS Africa over agam 

\wrh l u  long waits, only this rlmc you arc not alone, but have dear Jan with you.. .. 
Take care of her and remember that a wonian can't do as much as a man no matter 

how much she loves h ~ m  and may want to.'" 

Their journcy began on the night express traln from the crowded Pck~ng 

starton to Hankon. From rhcrc, thcy boarded anothcr train toTaiyuanfu from 

whcrr they would climb into the mountains of  the western border of  Shansi. 

The? hlrcd a new young servant, BiU, as thcir "boyu-the term commonly uscd 

at the trmc to refer to one's manservant. Blll accompanied them, checking thir- 

teen picces of baggage, ~nc lud~ng  army trunks, duffle bags, cartridges, and food. 

Stowed into them small compartment were an additional scvcntren odd p~cccs. 

Including cameras, sultcascs, books, magazines, a box of candy, and rcveral guns. 

Luckily, wrorc Jancr. Chlna was "a country of  coolies, and there is always an 

eager jabber~ng throng ready to  earn a fen, coppers by carrylng th~ngs."~ 

TAIYUANFU: 
MANAGING A M U L E  L I T T E R  

At five p.ln. the next day they rcachcdTaiyuanfu, where they met Mr. Wu and the 

rest of the expedition team. Fredcrick referred to his team as his "army." It now 

~ncluded four servants; their "boy," Bill; a cook; a cool~e, or porter, wliom they 

called Aristotle because of  his vast knowlcdgc of  the arca: a tri+~, or groom; Mr. 

HoTzng Sho, the dour but expcrienced Shanghai taxiderm~sr and botanist, with 

his assistant; and the invaluablc Mr. WII. 

Janet furtlier described t h e ~ r  ream. "The boy was a tall, slendcr. Clii- 

nese, wry clean about h ~ s  clothes and person, 'elegant' describes 1i11n. H e  has 

brains, is quick, silcnt, without humor, understands somc French, but 

cquickly grasps my poor Chinese." Tlielr cook was "short, stocky, w ~ t h  a 

round, smiling face, and short s r ~ f f  black lia~r." H c  spoke qi~ire  good Eng- 

lish, and was "br~mful  of  humor and ~nitiative." Janct found him a great 

talker and a good mixer with all the country folk, whereas the boy was a 

snob about the pcoplc o f  rural Shans~ . '~  Aristotle, the porter, liad been 

tra~ncd In h ~ s  prrvious p o s ~ t ~ o n  by Mr. Wu. He was always on the job-as 

Janet put it. "the man who always has string or a nail lust whcn you want 

it."" H e  was ragcr to learn English, as his only vocabulary was, "God damn," 

"yes." "copper," and "alr~ght." "He is very ugly, w ~ t h  a huge ~nou th  h111 of  

tecth, but is ncvcr afra~d of  work. Hc looks aftcr thc horses, clcans tlic 

shoes, does all the thousand and onc odd jobs."" Janct was oftcn ~ ~ n ~ r e s s c d  

by the fact that no onc was afra~d of  hard work In Ch~na .  "Aftrr t l i~s  l ~ f c  

w ~ t h  men servants." she mused. "I  so~nctrmes wonder if I can cvcr go back to 

women [scrvants] wrrh thetr achcr and palns and ncrvcs."" 

T h c ~ t  mulc tram cons~stcd of  seven mt~lcs for baggagcl and two add~ t~ona l  

ones for Janct's mule litter. They chrlstcncd t11c1r horses. Mr. WII rodc "Crcam:' 

Frcdcrick travclcd on "Oatcnmcal," and Janct namcd hrr horsc "Talarhq"-tlic 

cry of thc beggars on tlic Pcking srrccts-bccausc hc was conunually bcgg~ng 

for food:' 



Loading the expedtr~oni carts m a remplc courtyard. Shanri, Stprunbcr '91. Jancr ur her &&r, or mule hum, mady for mv.1. Shanrr, SEpmnba tgzr 

According to Frederick, the capital city of TaiyuanfL had become "one of 
China's most progressive cities" under the leadership of its "model governor," 
G e n d  Yen. 

Ufd a w 1 1 L p ~ d  stmts, itspublic m m ,  its m@; its e & m ~  I&b& and &&pb.nnrr, its 

c&an and wll-disdplimd sokfirq it is art -p& of& L CSinrcr ran dofm tbemczlvw 

w h  t k  mrst o f  m i s p w n m n ~  is h%. Hrn one sus tbpiucrss of abrmbi~gjimn l W s t  

infun swrng-not tlu %tmrilating [srd Df t k  !3imsc, but h hrrn i t~  of Wcstmr ulurr 

to a i n m  m. &$bat inpimuprop& ahvgu tnrrk, accepts, y e &  a d t &  w i n ,  but 

rvmhmal~ m a h  W &I 11 adopts into a part o f  its awn stmng r i v ih t ion  

While the rains continued, Mr. H o  and the m> repacked their baggage and 
caught up on the local gossip. Soon the days became dear and cool. Janet t d e d  
away he€ copy of Hmty L a n d  and the party made their h a 1  preparations to 
depart. Frederick was "done up in khaki shirt, coat, breeches:' wrote Janet, "and 

I am in a khaki skirt, mat (mothai old one) and an old whin waist, old white 

tennis shoes, and brown stodrings, and m top me, my black d o r  hat"* At the last 
minute Frcdetick and Janet Nshcd m the local bank where they &W cnqugh 

money for the journey, communicating in a mimue of Chinese and Ganus. 

All their h c i a I  needs were c o n d  into Mexican silva dollars-& ~tbodard 

foreign exchange in China at the t i m ~ t  the equivalent of ~ t h m  mts tp 

rhe US. d o k  

The mules arrived two h o w  late for their departure. and the aew was in a 

frenzy of last-minute preparations as Janet w.llvd down to the mission muqad 

to watch the ~ a d ; r ~  "Bpxrs of tinned foods, m y  mnainieg personal 
&p, sacks with tents, bedding &, qunr Chinese packap h o e  ow boy' 
belongings, two big cans in widrer Wets ,  one full of h i n e  [sic] for the SW 

and lanterns, and one full of alcohol for the specimensnQ WEIC loaded +The 





~~~tyarnt~~wi thmsn ,baxe~ ,andrhesqueaIso f  mula .Mms4houm.  
the chaos &3dd and du -van lunhcd slo~ly out of the gara of the &OIL 

Janet Clifibed hm.heE djn-wk or mule Lilter, which had b w  wII (padded 
with numemm cushiow. The ewk, h&&, M, and &S o h  s*vaap perched 
atop rhe m o d  of bagjpge, I w h g  very uneasy. Frederidc, M. Wu, and Mr. Ho 

rods rheirho~es. h+g to Jznct, Frederick was so excited &at he lo&d 

"pddVPly @xF1)*~dner'eShiniDg ~ ~ e ~ d  &amber pot, lashed m the top of 
&e highwt load, &amecb& a bmcon light.The dky was glarou.s,dw aad 
man, and spi$cs ware high. 

This was J d s  first dme in a Chinese mule fitter. Although &g f o A d  the 

.in. "consdy  . . .my '&&[mule litter] waa always dey.'"l% was the cus- 

I t o w  made d hampot@tion lf6c many m v h  in the d acea~ The h e r  was 

built on a frame of pales s b p d  likr a hospital s t r e tk ,  with onem& in b a t  

I ad anatlick bchind, cvhitr rht mute drivp ran alongside.The top W mbde of 

I bwcd wooden &B covered with xnsrting and Chiaese oiWerh to kwp out the 

I rain, open nt h e  ktM dosed a &G mar end ddw, Onca J a e t  had ctaacled in 
fmm die b t  and ins&& hers& on the d io t r s ,  &four men &d fitet lift the 

I bad poles of the li* onto one m d ~ ,  rhcn hoist the ~ R O  other p~les onto the 

I fmnrmrilcrilc]gnet hron this -eyed thc counqside, or lay fter forcmosr 

I looking wm her taes ata path of sky hheyomd, which danced as the mules jogged 
along.''" "Perd~rd in my $a+ eIpd in khJd and blnck S* I felt like a qoeeil 

I travelling rhroughunkmwn.pnm of her kiigdom~ ske dedardY 

I J ~ w a s  appxehengsip* mJ when the time came to ford herfirJt &ex in 
the mule litter. The water mse ovw the muk"~ uhould~~s. ''I fclt a Ut timid at the 

first anccstoas ( d y i f b n ~  the Eg 1eaf)Sed my mules &er safely, W& my mdt- 

tees with his b ~ g q  twwm tipd around his neck, awl his shoes tu&d iato one of 
&cxnule$ padc.saddles, waded opm''~ 

Mnlcs a d  ~ a r t a  wwr shc miwray of w e 1  in Wmcn Chma.Tbe Wdin 

~ r P f a d i n J & r n & E m T ~ ~ , ~ , ~ ~ ~ & ~ ) ( 4 r 1 ( I I & ~ ~ , w ~ g ~ c ~ ~  npcdirion~dmd&forbadmo~s~toads,andm~fbrbattronw:~bd 
~ ~ d " ~ R W . ,  ~ ~ ~ S E I ~ Z I  m cypw of car=, bodi wifIi~ur sphgs a d  almost impossible to destroy, even if 



Part of rhe W&L~ caravan bemg led a m =  the Wet River. 'WtJkfifonr W 1jh  a hr hmrdo tk 
t&r, ar lprrrhd m '~$n-ddbur an any  $ Cbtnrrr Amr, &id blr omrjirn onamrr, (only mtnw h 
jg h& kd wr s u k  m S ,  d t h  v muhrq with hrr baggy WLII tird around h. nt& M$ hL~bols 
huk~d mm onr I& muIr'tp~k $add&, w&Aan"-JE.W, September I ~ E I  

they toppled from a high bank or bumped over boulders.The stylish Peking cart, a 
small-bodied two-wheeled carriage with a hooded top and a baggage rack behmd, 
was used as a taxicab in the towns and for the weddings or funerals of unporrant 

people in the countryside. The larger nvo-wheeled wooden carts, without hoods. 
were used for carrying baggage and freight One mule would be poslaoned 

between the shafrs, while two or three others, mules, donkeys, or ocasionally oxen, 
pulled through mpes which ran from rheir collars to the bed of the cart or axle. 
"One sees a cloud of dust, then one of these great mad ships rodring along over 
ruts and through quapues, every animal straining when the driver clacks his 
whip:' wrote Frederick. "One wonders if such a enormous load will ever reach the 
next town, but it always seems to, and the next day it goes on over awful mads for 
another twenty or twenty-five miles."u 

Homer,  even the W e s t  of Chinese arts could not d everywhere. 
Many mountain trails wse only three Lt wide, with steep mcks rising orr one side 
and a sheer dmp on the other (see page 43).To trd m& dslilic dJs, the +m 

hued additional mules m nearby v+ and then loaded irr supplies onto mulc 

trams. Each mule would be loaded with up to hundred pounds of b- 
wtth a driver f ir m 9  three or four animals. 

Thesemule drivers genetally worked for local inc4ceepm.Trade.s hired the 

transportation by specifying the destination, the number of days it would take to 

get there, the marches and halting places along the mad, the weight of the baggage, 

and the number of d and carts required. Afbr much negotiation, a pr lc  wrs 
agreed upon and the sum paid in advance, with the innkeeper held liable fdl the 
contract's aecution.The Wulsias 'smts continued to ride either on top of the 
mule packs, precariously b h d n g  themselves amid the sudred baggage, or &c 

perched along the shafts of the more stable m& carts.'' 

GINZA: AT HOME IN A TEMPLE 

After a long, bumpy fLrt day of travel, Janet, Frcderick, and Mr. Wu a n i d  at 
the small town of Gima, twelve miles outride Taiyuanfu. By the m e  the rest of 
the group finally straggled m at dusk, they had set up camp m the courry;lrd of a 

local inn. 
"Everything is like the Bbk days. and the people seem much Iilre those m 

read of m the New T-mt They ate always amiable, and kind, ~d curious. 

Many of them have asked whether we were Japanese, as they have never saea Amer- 

icans and some have never head of Americans:' Janet m t e  m her W y . *  
The expeditron patty was comtantly on the move. Each day at lunchtune 

they stopped for a hot meal by their cook They slept mostly in their own 

tents, but occasionally sropped at madside inns. E m  then, Janet a d  Fderick 

considered most of them excers~el~ noisy and dirty. They ofien set up teno inside 
the inn courtyatds to sleep in their own linens, anid c h i h  pigs, and dogs. 





praying thar no wandering mule or camel would trip over the tent's ropes and 

bring ~t crash~ng down upon them. In bad weather they put thcir cots on top of 

the inn's karg~, or raised wooden beds, placing strlps of Chinesr oilcloth on the 

floor to protect themselves from fleas. 

The  inns had a un~versal plan of  a great courtyard with stalls and mangers 

along two s~des for the animals, and a few bare small rooms for travelcrs. lns~de 

one inn. Janet and I'redcrick found a dark, low-ce111n~ed common k~tchcn and 

dining room with a large brick cooking stove In the middle and chipped black 

bcnclies and tables at the rzdes. 'X perspiring ~nn-keeper prcsrded, bowlng and 

f l o u r ~ s l i ~ ~ ~ g  a napkin, bawling at 111s min~ons, co~~n t ing  coppcrs, directing the serv- 

tng of  food and d ~ r e c t i n ~  the flow of traffic," wrote Frederick." "The alr was 

th~ck  w ~ t h  clouds of  acrid smoke above and a layer of vermin b~low."'~The 

Wuls~ns prcferrcd to have the~r  own chef prrplrc their Chinerc meals w ~ t h  West- 

ern addirlons of  jams, fried eggs, and biscuits, and usually dincd outside on tables 

and cha~rs thar the servants had unloaded from the mule packs.The Chrncsc staff 

arc ~nsidc, whcrc thcy cxchangcd gossip and ~nformation w ~ t h  rhc locals and 

learned about the next day's marchrs. 

Thro~~gliout  tlic~r travels, rlic Wulsins prcfcrrcd to stay at temples whcrcvcr 

poss~blc.Thcsc cotlnrry Buddli~st sl~rines rcscn~blcd medieval monasteries, w ~ t h  a 

fcw r~ior~ks who rvclcorncd tmvrlrrs. The tcn~plcs usually cons~stcd of sevcral 

bu~ldings that faccd tree-filled courtyards, allow~ng a peacefi~l resting place. Thc 

tc~nplcs varied gtcatly from rhc splcnd~d to tlir dcrcl~ct, rulncd by neglect and 

wcathcr. Often, ~nsidc thc central bu~ld~ng,  fac~ng the gate, thcrc were mythological 

paint~ngs on the walls and statues of  gods In br~ghr red, bluc. and wliite plaster. 

Tclnplcs scrvcd as community ccntcrs. Ja~ict and Freder~ck si~rmiscd thar 

rhey wcrr supported tlirougl~ some sort of  coIlmlunlty subscr~ption. Occasionally, 

thr rcznplc bells would sound alarms for fires or cvcn civrc d~sputcs, which had to 

be rrsolvcd bp a gntlirl.ing of the townsfolk.Tlic Wulslns oftcn slept in rhc small 

tcn~plc schoolroo~i~s. At onc rrniplc they Inet an old scl~oolmastcr whosc pupds 

wcrr l~ard at work studying prmicrs of class~cal Cli~ncse, sqilartlng on rhc ra~sed 

schooln,om kayr and wearing Lluc caps copled ftorn Europcan sa~lor's hats. 

Janet was oftcn an objcct of curiosity for the local villagers who had never 

secn a Western woman bcforc. In several small villages Jancr gave sewing dcrnon- 

strations wh~le the local women crowded around to peer and smile, always courte- 

ous, interested in Janeti clothes as much as her needle and th~mble. One woman 

gavc hcr a Shansi thimble, a big brass ring worn on the second joint of the third 

finger for greater leverage w~rh heavy twine and thick cloth." 

In late August rhe caravan climbed into the hills. "We lunched at a little h 9  

town c d c d  Dungshen [sic], whcre no wh~res had ever been seen before," wrore J a n e ~  

n t r r  wu 4 burly brtk tonpk up on rht hall whtn w walktd whlk 111nd \VU btlrtg rwktd. 

Tbt old pksr  ny courrtonuly gavt w tta whth a cmwd rmrtd at mc A t  rht Inn, w w r t  

rsgrrmv~dtd by tht oltlrt vl lbk,  un~,lji,tally w had to rntd r h m  our and ~hur Jcpr  whtk 

\v ou vt p t u r  hat thtt~ t h y  wa~trd atsdprcd through rhr mrk and ~brnbrd on ,warby 

mofr 10 look at I w h m  tat-tat or W$].? 

H U N G  DJEN D J U N  

Thmr journey continued along the Wen S h u ~  River, through steep gorges up to 

high alpine meadows, passing through flock of w~ld  black sheep, goarr, and car- 

pets of bluc and yellow wildflowen. When heavy rains made the river impmable. 

they paused in thc mountan1 vlUage of  Whey L~Tsum, rvherc Janet "took my first 

tub in our folding tub. and a good one it wm.".' 

The frequent torrential rains often forced them to run for shelter under the 

overhanging roofs of the village gates and seek rehge in small temples along the 

way.The rlvcr was now so swollen that thr party was forced to camp for several 

days, as there were no bridges. 

Ford~ng nvers was a constant challrnge. Fredenck described the scene on 

thc~r  way to Hung Djen Djun the next day: "The back mule of  Janet's liner fell in 

n~xdstream at the crossing, and she had to crawl out onto the shoulders of a pass- 

ing Chinaman who chivalrously carried her ashore.Then she waded in again and 

lield the f r o ~ ~ t  IIIUIP WIIIIC her SIT Galahad and the n~ulcrccr got the back mule 

T l l r  \ourl~rln town gatr 21 Dung Shm, Sl>ms~.  Augur, I~LI.TI>C SULI~IICIII gate \MS IIIC 
CIIIT.IIICE O( llw g~x>d \1>1r1r5 (rorn t l , ~  \oc~ll> 2nd wclron~rd travrlcn. 



onto his fcer again. Other mules had been falling too, with munks and boxes." 

According the Frcderick the upeakcr ones were beginning to show up. 

Thr Bnjs urn n d q  rh n~ulrr, p r k d  0,1 rhrtr hanu or, rop of rhr parks. T k  mokgn~trsd 

&r$fill!y and kdrd Ls rnuk tn rk n d  \&H 11 srut~~bhd; B111 won a do@/ rounrntattrr, ru 

$ hr uPord ro & dmwed rb dq wirhourjo~t rhr bra1 rwLr @,S rlamr war h,, tncanly 

hlcghrrr) ah? IwM hop$(/ and o~rrrtb unwornrd, rho~lgh hu t n ~ h  war C wrsr nrhr~a- 

nnc g rb lot, attd lVi15 srrvanr, an m-roldttr, had ~r~~prnrisrd niru and war r~dirlg l~kr all 

urmnpbsbd r o v ~ l ~ r n o ~ .  Hoi arsuranr, wtrh hrr phasanr /an and sllghrb gray ha4 ndr 

sohr!,, a r ~ d p r b  alorlg. wtrh no ngn ro rhnw rhar k had brm p~rrkd of mtrc or! hrr lad.)' 

B!. early Seprember Fredcr~ck uas anxious to  move stlll higher into the 

mountains to search for wild boar. deer, and 1ynx.They proceeded on to a small 

lumber toun on the north bank of  rhe south fork of the Wen Shui River at nine 

thousand feet. "Here we arc in thc middle, or near it, of  North China, in the l ~ t d c  

village of  Hung Djen Djun. living very comfortably in an old temple, and with 1 

servants to wait on us, feel~ng much like feudal lords of old," proclaimed Janer to 

her family." 

One day Janet and Fredcrick were given a sheep they named "Berenice." 

Aristotle mied to lead her along the road, bur she rebelled and would not move; 

bracing 9 four feet, she smuggled and protested loudly. She finally lay down flat 

and had to be dragged. A crowd gathered around the resolute Bercnrce, offering 

advice, but she remained on strike, absolute and unmovable. Finally, in dcsperat~on, 

Aristotle prcked her up, ran along the road, and packcd her, with all four feet tied 

m the air, in the back of Janet's mule litter, where she would occasionally bleat 

from behind the cushions. Later, she was allowed to nibble grass between the 

temple courtyard stones. When that supply was exhausted, she was marked w ~ t h  

an identifying ~ n k  stain on hcr forehead and left with a local shepherd to wander 

wlth companions and get fat." 

At Hung Djen Djun their scrlous mountain hunting began.Throughout the 

journey Mr. H o  had put up slgns In Chinese offering to purchasr wtld an~mals. 

The country people responded enthusiastically, bringing birds, snakes, toads, frogs, 

deer, and some s m d  mammals.The animals werc usually dead. Janrt 

and Frederick then measured the specimens and recorded them In several canvas- 

bound collcctlon logbooks. Most of  the specimens would bc preserved rn arsenic 

or arsenic salt and .alum. Capturing birds proved to be a challenge, as they were 

sk~rtish. Wild pigs, deer, and lynx could only be found higher up in the Inountalns. 

Each cvenlng Frcderick and hls young groom hunted b~rds, and they oftc~i dined 

on extra pheasants. Janer served as the "tracker" and found both wild boar and 

leopard tracks for the hunters to pursue. 

Hung Djen Djun offered minimal accornmodat~ons. After the mulctccrs were 

paid off. the horses were stabled at the local Inn with Mr. Ho. Mr. Wu, and the rest 

of  the staff. Janet and Frederick set up camp In a small, peacehl temple nearby. "We 

have much Chinese oilcloth on our floor, our two cots, our own chairs and tablc," 

wrote Janct from her new temple home." As the temple rap~dly became a dispensary, 

Janet wrote. "the people of the neighborhood think we can cure any diseasc and 

every morning rhey come to us. WC do what we can, but most of  them arc incurables 

or need surgical attention. I m keeping a carchl history of each case for a record."" 

Fortunately, she had carefully packed a broad range of  Western mcdicincs in 

case of emergency, Including alum, calomcl, permangate, qu~nine, mbes of  

Ichthyol, and oplum. as well as bandages, adhesive plaster, and elemental surg~cal 

tools. Frcdcrick, too, was affected by thc~r  visitors' needs: 

Ewy mortzirlg L strk rart~c 10 W md krpr us bu9 all monr,,g, nT Itavt W w t o ~  rind 

dtprpnssrd ar may of rhrrn a n  bgortd our hrlp May hovr rhrort,r durasa or wo~dr~ds rbar call 

o~rly h( 111rtd by pdolarldwd rrmrrrlmr andjood rr~mtng or rhr ur rb kn+. F2rrprjor a Jiw 

~vt~hfish ruts, ror~sr,par~o~~, or son ~ r s ,  wt rarlgtvr Lrrlr hrlp Thnr proplt strrrt ro dorror 

rho~~srlvrs unril r h y p  rao ndjor ~bc rrawlrr ro do rrlyrhirlg, 1611, ,h9 ron. hzrrl. 144 hnd 

onr bltrtd 11ta11 bro~lghr ro us rwrrr, fort~,rmrrb, rto  or^ broughr a rorpv ro br nsurnrrrd " 

T H E  H U N T  T H A T  FAILED 

Camp l~fe  was never dull. Onc night Frcdcr~ck was roured out of Lcd by a local 

farmer who whispered loudly, " S ~ I I  ,nu" (three pigs). W ~ d i  gt.oans of  slccp~ncss, 
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Tk mnfv (gmom) r-ng to aurade rhr tcnr at R Shul KO. Slunsi. "Ourrtdt acrfmnr dwr ur 
bm n mwpU, and unkrh  ur bm OIR ~bb, ulnn,Joldtng vwb barn, and a Lrks mtk (mah of w p b  
with o -@R m h ' m  IT) & wnwnr a d  uu and w h n d  M &n YI II ~b wnd+1 wdr ww!' 

-]&.W., Scpunbu 1921 

fa thn  The wnunnd skies wrc brilliant, but the nights were growing colder. 
Despite the faint heat of her oil camp stove, Janet slept in an orange wool 

swcaar with a parskin under her mamess and numerous army and camp b h -  
Lu piled ~ o r r  tur.*Thm were few sounds but the music of bids, the insecrs, 
tfie wind, m d  rhe wild creatunr. Occasionally a Chinese chant, let forth by a 

&mm as k plowed, broke tfie silence. 
Duting one quiet lun& in the tent, Janet heard a loud voice. Suddcdy 

the cook a p p c d  q h g  "Missi come see." Janet emerged from the tent to 
face a l o d  f a m c r p p m g  a snake five feet brig and quite fat.The creature 
was still dive, and fearing he could be poisonous, Janet immediately grabbrd it 

and damped ct into du large alcohol tank. b a combination of Chinese, 
FM& m d  English she began ro interrogate the farmer to glean d e n t &  

information, with the cook serving as translator. Janet recorded the facts, 

paid the farmer, and settled down to finish lunch and read. A woman with an 
rnfected tooth soon interrupted her peaceful interval. Janet operated as best 

she could with her forceps, swabbing cotton and disinfectant without any 
anesthetic. Once the surgery was completed, the woman rose, smiled, and 

disappeared on her *ay.'. 
Although Frederick had been tracking eagles for many hours one day, 

he, Janet, and Mr. Wu decided to  stalk wild boar that same night. The band 

started off, Mr. Wu in a long European-style raincoat and htgh felt hat and 

B111 in a long padded Chinese gown of gray cotton, which he lifted up like an 
old-fashtoned lady when crossing a muddy street. Mr. Wub assistant, dressed 

rn old soldier's clothes, followed behmd Frederick, a towering g~ant  In macki- 
naw coat, high hunting boots, and wool pants. Janet brought up the rear in 

her many sweaters, pink leather coat, and four-dollar tweed hat from Peking. 

Under the full moonlight they crossed the fields and hills and finally came to a 

field surrounded by three wooded gullies. Here they statroned themselveh 
armed and po~sed with guns ready. They waited fm hours.The Shansi guide 
curled up ltke a dog and slept soundly. Every shadow seemed a boar. Finally, 

after simng for hours without moving, the party cursed loudly, and matched 

silently back home.* 
Ice was beginning to form on the ground in the mornings. It was rime to 

return toTaiyuanfu and to explore further north. Janet sent a glowing report 
home. "The collemon has gone very well. We received a letter from Glover 

Allen, the mammdogist at the Harvanl Museum, and apparently we have gotten 
just the specimens he wants. F. Frederick] 1s thriving and slim like an Apollo, 
though hrs face is like a brown Indtan."('Thetr efforts had paid off, and the 
growing Lsts of specimens were dispatched regularly back to the museum at 

Harvard.Their ream was working well, and Janet and Fredenck were glowing 
with happiness ln their success, far from the constraints of urban life. She wrote 

home, "I love the trrps, for one seems so free and all of life seems joyous. I t  is 
rn the cities that problems come up."44 



Shansi vinegar m latge woeden cask ~wcred W& ruaw headed ro rnarktt,Tlipa&, hi. 
O90ba lgzr. 

RETURN TO TAIYUANFU 

On their rewn toTaiyuanfu, Janetk 4s-wh agaw slipped off the mules with a d. 
This rime, howwer, she was on had level gruund, and Gete W no ordvc SST the 
~Loppinesr of the mdeteus. Fredaick bcliwedthat Janet had narrowly escaped 

bmakmg her bones. Futious,&~tt d k e d  aImg the mmm Pa& for the next thirteen 

miles to the mllage, more secure on her own feet than in the capridaw litter. 
The following m d g ,  F d & &  and Mr. Wa mde ahead of the @W- 

sion, w t  the ancient gate in rhe heart of the town, a w s  an open cow* with 

childten playing, and onto a te-e with a vim of trces, mnples, and the 

far below. Mubie bridge6 and balustrades, which led to the nearby howcs of 

priests, dcamed in the morning m h i e . T h e  locals recognized Janet and Frtdu- 
ick along the return mute, and greeted them with bows, smile, and mcasiondy 
bouquets of flowers.- 

~ a n d ~ ~ ~ g l p h m r p s y , t h e y ~ a p l r s t r g a i o F & & m I # t  

into the b a ~ ~ ~ W L r ~ a b a U , w h J c J ~ a n d ~ W u  rodemtheshahand 
f h c ~ c a n & n g s i d r d w m u l u T h q ~ & u u g h ~ e ~ ~ t ~  
a n d W y 6 o M d m ~ ~ o f d u t o w a t d ~ t d u F w d o p m .  

To that amazement, thetherutauntlt odfandthan a Chintse bmqust that 
began with hors d'oemm of Chhese suuge, thy picnr of coId chidrm, md 
shrimp with h& audmushmoms,Thuc wcrr L U m d  by m m  dlshts thsr 
included a ste;Minghsh wlth a delicafr sauce,, hot mast mutton rndpotatoe, a 

pork soup B w r  cakes a d  with jam. and for dessea, bowb of drrmixed rPish 
sugar.Theit mral was frequently punctuated by apucg  boy pming bath mWds 
dipped in hot water as Eomrmmal napkins.% dank two kinds of warm yellow 

Ch;nest wine, as well as inomaable qps af tea. Janet struggled wfth ha &op- 
sti&, tymprnnpedhb, a w l d  bow[ spew At the m n & i  of rh+ h, 
ap of water were pwed muad and the @am rimed their mouh  bcfba spk- 

&g into oneof many spittoons,TheWJsins and Mr. Wu out inte the 

moi Hrintet air# d e  home, and c o k e d  onto t h i z  cots. They had not eatln so 

well, ocso m& in months,* 

Now, back i n T a i p 6  they began to hru news of the Chine Civil*. 
In October 1921, General SunYac-son k d o q a o k d  an a n q  of ssnm;rld&ians in 

Canton and had pceedcd to d on -The pwhg war ra i sa ta law~~ 

thmughout Chba, bat Jamt and Fderick were debmined to contime on to naw 

hunting gmunds.They wu. mergkd by the succey of +e. a d  rhc 
pmmsedtovards inthehighm~~mtabs. Alrhargh mwrpcop~c~iidurdshaosi 

to be rel~tiveiy safe, the qedfuon was now ha* thmugh un~ectab 

where no one could afford to take safety br p n f d  a d  f o r e i p ~  werr not 

wmpt &m the spxcadmghrmr. 
With civic -c in thesouth now pme&ginto du U&, t h c p v k d  

hp ,  or ~ 0 4  of the county pmided them with a dirrry escort to the 
next county seat They. fdc tlceomforeably " 'd beingM ky &a &acidad 
individual, wirhhis canon shoes, for both fighdng uulridiq!" Alonttkb, 
lanet w;w somewhat d i d  h i s o c d ~  p m e o n .  



Bundles of n d  Med wlth news from home greeted them back at the 

mlsston m Tatyuanfu Janetb parents had summered tn Southampton, Katharme 

Wulsm had vacatlonecl In an Enghsh country estate 1nYorkshue wlth her slster, 

and was returning to Pans after motomg through Scotland F a d y  bab~es were 

belng born. aunts had the flu, and brothers were travellng The fan~lly news 

seemed very far away to the young explorers on the other s ~ d e  of the earth They 

devoured every scrap, and Janet read 9 the latest journals Pleased letters fmm 

Glover d e n  at the Harvard Museum prov~ded great encouragement and further 

lncentlve for the explorers to conunue the search and enrtch the collect~on wtth 

s t d  more exotlc speomens. 

On October g, after ten days at the mtsslon spent repacklng the collecuon 

and slunxung a large collemon of birds caught by Mr Ho, they departed for then 

northern journey Janet settled Into her mule Irtter, glad to be back on the mad 

agvn Three horses drew a large cart for the heavy baggage followed by two smaller 

carts for the servants, the food, cooklng utens~ls, and beddmg. Janet often broke 

the steep journey by wallung two or three hours bestde her htter.The~r route north 

followed a hgh mad mth deep ruts through the loess regron, a strange geological 
formauon rhac remurded Janer of the Dakota Badlands At tunes the road sunk 

fmm IXy to one hundred feet below the bank, and they traveled for hours through 

narrow canyons between the sandy cliffs." 
A week later, they followed the mcky bed of a &led stream, wlth the cart 

pontes strvnlng over every bolder. At dusk, after a steep mountalnslde ascent, they 

srood on one of the old warchtowers of the Great Wall of Chma, butlt centuries 

befom to keep out the northern hordes 

Near the sea tn the east. the Greatwall was tremendously Impressive- 

a monster serpent of masonry w~th towers that followed the mountam crests as 

fsr as the eye could see In thrs western outer regton, however, the Great Wall had 

sadly fallen from ~ t s  early grandeur An ancient, massrve gate s t d  blocked the road 

and the pass, but on elther slde the hdls were bare, wlth only an occastonal watch- 

tower polnung towards the sky to remmd the traveler that the Great Wall had Dung Shen. Shnnr~ "Bnr wmm wnh rhrtr pwr ltrrlr lou,,,l+a rrrl I lnnrl rf~~td ~no~gb 10 <,I of dt 
once defined the landscape. "Besrde dus gate:' wrote Janet, "a a charnung old blur % bd ,dlmrr rtta r wh~n wotran I+n -1 L W Scprcmbrr tgrt 



monastery, whett the old BuddhLt priest showed w about The innet ternplc wu 
most interesting with its pictures of the most horrible cranrru, and im gmr pld 
sensual Buddha, gazing down upon the o f f e ~ g s  befort hiaThese consisted of 
mjt and gmins, and the all imporrant money!'" Despitc thc d e r q  thc s m e  was 

deeply moving to Janet and Frcderick. "There is stilI a sort of s p m d  identity, 

for once through that gate there is a feeling of  Mongolia's open spaces, an absence 
of that surrounding pmtection of the Wall which one feels inside China.''* 

Leavurg the Great Wall, the he rmall rode for h e  mm days, m i u g  

a vast plain until rhey &ally &d nttatungfu l the pouring rainThey had 

already uaveled 215 miles of steady marching, averaging twenty-six miles a day: 
"a pretty stiff pace, tiring to men and animals:' according to FredaidL" 

On th& journey north the landscape changed dramatically Ouuide the 
GreatWall camd trains grew more numemus across the praixies, and the expedition 

met solitary Mongok in their grease-smeared finery riding great shaggy camels.The 
Chinese camel  drive^^ walked and led their animals; the Mongols mde, ofrm at a 

tmt, and sIept in the saddle, with their arms &spd around their camel's hump. 

/ Janet was dismayed to find the people in these oudying v+ "urnpeakably 

I filthy, men and women dressing much aIike, tho' the worn& feet an the &t 

1 we have seen, many of them can't be more than z inches long."* 

BEYOND THE GREAT WALL- 
KWEIWHATING 

Outside the Great Wall the Chinese wem sprnding fkn and dung their c ivht ion  

wrth them into thc nm fmnder. Janet now saw a b l d g  of o*ureJ led cipilla- 

tions.The temples began to show smug Mongol andTibetan trfluenm in both 
their decoration and thek unusual rwb-storied build;nga.The sueas wec witb 

Mongols on foot and on amcls.The &ad from the east ended nnr Kwriwhat- 

]anet m fur hat and sbccprkm-lmcd coat p d a s e d  m Kweiwhamg, October 1921. 
ing, and Janet sensed the frontia in the bustling, heavy &C. MGO just in from an 

eighty-day march across the Gobi Desut fiomTurkrstan passed black-nub& 



Musllm soldiers from Kansu. Merchants who canme ro buy wool could be found 

three days later in their srorcs on the coast inTicntsin, surrounded by the s111ps of 

a dozen nations.Trading and commerce were In the air.Thc plain beyond, dottcd 

with prosperous Chlnesc villages, was surrounded by high, barr mountains. 

In the sprawling suburbs, the caravans loaded and srartcd our over rhe 

desert. Camel trams passed conr~nually, as this was the road to the Gob1 Dcsrrt 

and countries beyond. One large caravan, headcd for Urga. five weeks away. 

included 140 camels. Because of the troubles on the Kalgau road to the south. 

much of the traffic war rerouted to  tliis heavily rraveled road that wound through 

the dramanc, eroded c l~ f f  format~ons. 

In busy Kwclwharrng the stores were full of forelgn goods, cigarettes, whlskcy, 

and the ever-useful enamel barins. Here, where civilizatron and dcsert met, thr mer- 

chann thronged to  buy furs, wool, and horses.The Mongols came to spend thcir 

money and refit for thetr long journrys.The town's whole spirit was vibrant, rxpan- 

sive, and slightly lawlers. On  their arrival there Janet and Fredcrick spent several 

hours in a merchant's back room inspecting winter coan madr of sheepskin wlth 

woolen Iinmgs. T h r  shop war famous for the curtng of sklns. Visitors crowded in 

while the WuLins sat on the kanl with elbows on a low table, drlnking tea, r~noking, 

and exchanging the complimenn of the season whzle they v~ewed the coan brought 

in for duplay. It was an old-fash~oned Chincsr office, unchanged slnce the days of 

Marco Polo. An old smbc hovcrcd near a high desk and from tlmr to time wer his 

brush in the flat dish of  Ink to draw characters in liis account book.The shopkeeper 
and locd wsitors, courteous and substantial merchants, stood about in the11 long 

gowns driving barga~ns, bowlng, spitting on the floor, and emlttlng clouds of smoke 

from their long p~pes.The only modern touches were a dock upon the wall that had 

stopped and a few cigarette posters. Janct purchsed a short goatskin coat and hat, 

h - l ~ n e d  gloves, and coarse, woolcn undergarments "an inch thlck" to preparr for the 

arctic weathet ahead. Fredendi bought a long, fur-l~ned Chlnesc gown for wenry- 

e~ght Mexican dourn. 

Novrmbcr beckoned the winter in, and Frederick was anxior~s to push north 

in search of  the rare, cluslve Shans~ wild sheep that lvould be a prlze for 

his collect~on and rlie Harvard Museum. Hc and Mr. WLI led the group on tlielr 

white ponlcs while Janet walked beside her d~n-whtr as it was too cold to sit. 

West of Kweiwhating, tlic steep, narrow ravines cvcntually opened into a w~de 

rolling valley with high snow-capped jaggrd mountains on all s~des. Ice appeared in 

the suerns ,  and snow banked in the shaded areas.There werc no trces and littlr cul- 

tlvation In this bleak landscape. But partridges wcre feeding in the fields and on the 

slopes, and cvcnruaUy, one of  thc team spotted a wild shcrp In rhc d~stance. As they 

ascended rhcy entered a d~fferenr world, scarcely inhablrcd, wldi occas~onal poor 

hamlets huddled in rhe valleys and clinging to the slopes. Evrryone wore sheepsk~n 

garments or padded coats as a shield agarnst the b~t tcr  cold. 

The mountains bccan~c steeper arid therc werc fcw tralls over thr high passes. 

Tlic expedit~on was forced to follow a c~rct~itous route along the r~dgc.Tl~cy spcnr 

the first nlglit In a v~llagr of two mud houses at the base of the steep ~nountain. 

One house called itself an Inn. Inside wcre two hugr knngr with a mud stove-also 

used for cook~ng-~n one corner. One karg was already partially occuplcd by smok- 

Ing and sleeping nlountaln travelers. Janct and Fredcrick chose to sprnd ~ l i c  n~ght  In 

thclr tent outs~dc, despite the bitter cold. Onr  travelcr had 111s oplum pipe and a Ilt- 

tlc lamp to cook rhe oplum. Opluln was smoked frcqucntly, as the rcglon was 

rrnowned as a s~nuggllng route from the ~nrrrior to thr coast. Freder~ck told thc 

team that he would do nothing to help rhem ~f they were ever caught smuggling." 

YIRGO: W I N T E R  C O M E S  
T O  T H E  M O U N T A I N S  

On a cold afternoon the cxpcditron finally reachcd rhc pr l~ni t~vr  lianilct of  Yirgo. 

perched 5,240 feet above sca Icvcl.Tlicrc Mr. Wu. Mr. Ho,  and thc groom rverc 





lmuincd ward, $duiwy. Janet felt " y p u d  in h& new ankle-length Ghtrese 

coat, but it defied the cold and she remained comfortable despite & inaeasiug 

Mlinthe*  

"The mq if -eh like Montana," wotc Jamt, "and the Cascade m+''' MW.. . eolltngdep, h& S-, cows and ponies gming on thcmqtmtain 

slopes, and rhen tke steep- ridge on rkdge?lTheb;tter cold made 

hunring difitiLult Nwtheless, h mologioal ~ 6 I I d a n  grew&& P& dawn 

Fredcrick and Jm set  ay^ sith their g&, in his lmg queue aidbaggy 
conon-padded m s t s  keeping well head of the eight orher hullt~rs who & a t d  

awaip all w i l ~ ~  a &.The Chinese consided hunting t~ be a 
casViPial a picnic Frederick md J u r a d d  aftcn =ape with the 

h r r  a side ya&y to stalk heir pmy in quiet, 

CAPTURING THE GREAT RAM 
M L m b a a o f t h e ~ g p ~ r g i n ~ ~ f ~ u n o i n s h E c ~ l o d  
Icuoilrrmirq Fdd&aad'Mr. Wx--Ykga, shpnri, N d r r z p ~ .  

On Novembm q, F d a l a k  and his guide to& a sKghtly &nnt route. They kcpt 
matJung fit d n s  oar &e u p W  md the tops of ride wi3rour sigh* *he? 

W b hrmhomws, and tbc S& took up midonce in amud house that alsa  disco^ mad fiwtmed t h e y s ~ q p ~ e d  61 a q*dr lunch of h "Shansi 
as a k b k  Tanet and hderick lodged in the W ~ Q r c d  m& temple sinkers" (lumps of S& which the p& had produced h &spacc 

nearby. On tither d e 9 f  the nuLn door were Chinese windows c o v e r ~ I  with red betweenhis shirt andhis hide, and morsels of chocolate o@bd by FredmdL 
udnmib popet, csatingw c& light, pun& ~& holed b g h  &<eh qpa- They discuyeil the dwtian, cach understanding little of what the a& had said, 

~~. PapicJ&e &Iddbast sonegrh+mdunne beatitlc, hed the as the l& &a was incomprrhansible to Frederidr.* 
h WI du  W& &e assin Biiddha W a golden hce and long, black m-- After lunch + spotrsd a mall herd of e m  and young with one mg- 

m d m g ~ r m d  MS mm.Ph% W&& pkced their cos  at one md af  the nificent ram in the lead. C:autiously, the excited hunters continued to salk the 
*.and km 6 W d&&1b B& qts, mte, wad,>and m m ~ o u s  ram, &wring th= vaIIry to cot the ram off. He continued to hail 

snmwdh.eir SP-~SPW 4 d P  them up sreep cliff%, rmly m disappear into ravines an @he oher side. The d u -  

dimnpf&pMtud&d Lb-dmlinto the .iU,, a d  +it& oqs char took road hours, the tan sliding dovw n sno~-msve~d oliff, with 
&F hs ~ b d i r b 3 h f h b n  &c a ~ n ~ l ~ k  t t m p c n ~ n ~ e t  Fderitk t u ~ b l i ~ g  bthtiid hiin and breakmg his hvosice corncob gips from 

degre~ &I tmdrya, &ndled in swatas and C&bese New York on the ra&.The r a m  zaced up the opposite ridge whete they spot- 
&-lid mm, &% @RF&IS wm+eromrd&ir &et,gan~ and F&& ttd him owt a d l c  CO the south. Then they staked him aloilp a sunken mad 



Frcdcrlck W I ~ I  dle ram\ head (now In the colleaion 
Yzrgo, Shanrl. November q i t .  

that led to a village. T h m ,  Frcdedck waited in the dirt on his stomach for the 
ram to move from the underbrush. Gradualty ths great run came into right, 
fled up the h111 a little way and stopped The first three shoe made him m m  
and the fourth shot knocked him dead All in all twenq-four shoe had bee0 

fired, but the p&e was worth it.n 
Fredetick and his guide pe~%rned an dared war dance M they started for 

the c-, whde a young cowherd wakened the vilkgers nearby with his shouts 
that a big ram had been hir The nm seemed to Frederick ''a big brute, almost the 
size of a pony." He was impossible to movr.When Fmderickttied to rum him 
over by the horns, both hunter and prey slid together down the steep &.* 

Eventually, they comnandewed a small donkey to help move the =or- 
mous carcass. It took ovo h u m  to skin the gnat beasc, and ndally, at dusk, the 
procession headed home. As they forded a half-frozen river in the dark, the donkey 
stumbled and fdl midsaeam, losing iw cargo in the river.They dragged and 

pushed the ram ashore and loaded him onto the donkey once again by the light of 
the thin moon. After another hour of mugh going up a steep rocky cliff. they 
spotted a f h i l i a r  me and votive stone pile marking the north pas  of their &cp. 

The lanrern Janet had set out was shuiiug in the distance. At nine o'clock the s n d  

procession f;rally nachedyqo, where Janet, the rest of the team, and the &gets 

greeted them enrhusiastically? 
After their triumph, illness plagued the huntea. Fnderick bcame so dLzg 

and sh&y that his d shoegun sIippe&m his hands and slid dawn a s t ~ p  

h b i d e  tnto a pooL ranet became the m e  and ordered h to bed with all of his 
clothes on. She then piled all of her own extra clothes on top of the b&& 
tucked two hot water bottles under the covers, and administered a shot of stmng 

brandy. Frederick was s d I  dulled and weak, but afnr "masting" for a h, his 
symptoms seemed to disappear, and he was able ro c o n ~ u e .  Mr. Ho su&r.d a 

d i f f m t  malady, and was treated with bleeding and Chuyre herbal medicines. 
Frederick also gave him bandy, cough drops. and k h  

The numbing cold of winter paralyzed the travelem. I t  was diffkdt to 
write any of the invencotier or measure the specimens or cure the s h e  





properly, for the prcscrvatlvcs froze on the surface. T o  everyone's relief. 

Frcdcrick decided t o  hcad for a fresh hunting ground at lower altitudes w ~ r h  

a warmer clllnate. 

R E T U R N  TO KWEIWHATING 
AND PEKING 

O n  t h c ~ r  final night InYlrgo, a howl~ng galc shook the lirtle ternplc and blrw 

snow in through all the wlndows.Thc ncxt morning, tlicir caravan assembled- 

a motley collection o f  three camels, threc mules, right donkeys, and the ever- 

faithful Oatcnmcal andTalachcy, the rwo whlte ponles. Under a brlllianr bluc 

sky, the entire villagc o f  Yirgo turncd out  In the clear, shivcr~ng cold to scr 

them off. Thei r  caravan rcmindcd Janct of  a rravcling clrcus. and she felt certain 

that thcy had left the v~llagcrs as mysrrficd as they wcrr ~mprcssed. 

For thcir rcrurn thcy dccidcd ro takc the shorter, though much morc 

d~fficult,  t r a ~ l  over the mounralns. All cycs wcrc fixcd on thc narrow path, often 

only two fecr w ~ d c ,  whlch Icd them back. F~nally, from atop thc last and highest 

mountain rllc cxpcd~rion had a stupendous viciv out ovcr thc Suiyuan plain, 

with thc anclcnr walled c ~ t y  of  Suiyuan beside ~ t s  morc niodcrn slsrcr city of  

Kwc~what in~.  T o  the west stood rangr upon range of  barc, majestic mountains 

wlrh the purple shadows of  tlic settzng sun up011 them. 

D u r ~ n g  tlic dcsccnt, Janct hcadrd thc procession on hcr donkey. Frcder~ck 

r c ~ o ~ c c d  In tllc spcctaclc: "Jan on her donkcy was d c l ~ c ~ o u s  t o  bcl~old-lcanlng 

back In her grccn leather coat and an orangr scarf on  a littlc Lcasr rhc s ~ z c  o f  a 

jackrabb~r. Shc ycllcd at I i ~ m  In approvcd Ch~ncsc  fash~on,  tugged at his haltcr. 

beat 111s I ~ r n d ~ u a r r c r s  w~rll  hcr stlck. All slir needed was s a ~ l s  and a ruddcr t o  

FOSC for thc apotlicos~s of  transporration."" 

Jancr ~ n s ~ s r c d  that rlicy kccp moving until they finally nrr~vcd In tlic dimly lit 

strccts of  K w c ~ w h a r ~ n ~ .  At the bcst Chlncsc Inn In town thcy rvcrc starrlcd t o  dis- 

cover a modcrn office with a large forc~gn clock on the rvall, a telephone, and a 

clerk slrrlng at a scml-modern dcsk.Thcy were back in civil~zation. 

T h e  expedition now dividcd, one group headed norrh and Frederick. Janer, 

Mr. Wu, thc groom, and Bill hcadcd south.The wind blcw birrcrly as rhc Wulsins 

set out across tlle plain toward the mounrams. Altllough they had threc carrr and 

two horses, it was too cold t o  sit, so rhe entire group walked twcnry miles to thc 

ncxt villagc, Shlu Ussum. 

While they camped. Janet wrote a rrflecrlve letter to her mother on  her 

twcnry-c~ghrh birthday. 

F [Frrdtrrck] 11 rrrmtrldour!y ~,,rrrrrud 1,) his w r k ,  dnd ~n Chttta mtd all k r  pmblnns HII 

r a ~ r ~ d  rr o/ n rrblnrly r a m  n r ~ d  all I& pmblnrts h t n  ope~ up Ja~ctnardrtg m,tna,tsjw hrm. 1 

d t r ~ k  hr ran nlakt qloa a (ar t t r for  htmrt!f our hut ,  but r k  prnblntl mslu up 06ou1 mr A I  

pnrnr rhts I+ u j l n  rind Inartsrlra bur I AO,I'I wanr ir Jormtr . .. H o w  con both bt 

~ w r k t d  otolll I lovt f nrld l undmrartd hns r a b r q  and arnbtrrons, I ~ I I ~  ,tor bt 

~ ~ f z r t l ~  I ~ I I I I L  . . T h t v  wtll b n solarton ftmt, ortd tn rht n,tanrsnl our 19 U wry tn~r-  

tsr~rlg m ~ d  1 know I ~ R I  ,nary \ ~u t~un  \w"lA t11y m,:' 

She adnlon~shcd her rnothcr not to share chis lntrospecrlve norc with the rest 

of  rhe family, and ended hcr lcttcr by cheerfully saylng that thcy were both "Hour- 

zshlng"and the next day hcading thirty-fivc miles into the norrhcrn mountains 

where there was abundant gamc. She never mentioned her misgivings to Frcderick. 

but addcd, "I rhlnk often of  rhcsc things? 

But Jancti enthusiasm for thc journey continued. and only afier ova more 

wecks of  poor hunting did the party f indy hcad back ro Peking. It b v a s  bitterly cold 

as they bo~mccd over rhc rough mad to the station at kvcrwhac~ng. Janct expected her 

feet to "just drop off Into die mad as two lumps of ice."" Late chc ncxt evening die 

maxn pulled into tlic Pckir~g srarlon. Jancr and Fredcnck plungcd rhmugh the excltcd 

rlimng a cool~rr purlled and shoved, relatives shourcd greetings to each ocher, and chc 

tcam struggled to asscn~blc thc scattered bagagc. Susannc Emery svas there ro meer 

thcm m d  whiskcd rhcni a m y  In her gr.md car. Seelng an automobile for the firrt rlme 

In five lnonths gave Janct a start-she rcdLcd just how long and f x  shc had uaveled" 
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News of  tllc Wulslns' return quickly sprcad rllrough Pcklngi mtcrnational com- 

munity. Friends, scientists, and other cxplorcrs gave thcm an cntliusiast~c wclcomc 

back t o  tlic city. In t h c ~ r  first cxpcd~tion. Frrdcrick and Janrt had travelcd jrj 

mllcs In fivc months, camped in twcnty-nine d~ffcrcnr placcs, and marchcd the 

cnrlrc length of  tlic provlncc of  Shans~. venturing wcll outs~dc thc Great Wall of  

Chlna! In lcss than a yrar they had managed to csrabl~sh thc~nsclvcs as scrious 

cxtrlorcrs ivirh a rral purpose, Frcderrck wa, t l ~ ~ r t y o n c  and Janct was twenty-c~ght. 

Aftcr carrftllly repacking tllc~r dr l~catc  zoolog~cal spcctmcns, rhcy shipped 

thc llliprcsslvr collccr~on back t o  rhr Agassiz Muscum at Harvard. Thcsc ~ncludcd 

soliic last-n~imltr a d d ~ r ~ o n s  from Mr. H o ,  wlio liad "arrived a fcar rvccks Iatcr 

from tllc Yangtzr iv~rli a bully collcct~on. Including four rare rlver dolpli~ns and I I  

or Ir Yangtze alligators . . . and a finc scrlcs of  birds and somc ~nonkcys and 

frogs.": Harbmard rrcciecd tlic collccr~o~i with r n t l ~ ~ ~ s ~ a s m .  This recagn~rion, too. 

strrngtlirnrd Frrdrrrcki rrpuratlon In rllc ficld. 

Tlirlr grrat silcccss calnc at a prlcc, horvcver, (or Frcdcrick Iiad contracrcd 

a m u r b ~ c  dysc~ircry In Shansl. HIS dyscntcry was follou~cd by a bout of  "Gcrruld; 

cararrli,"' a scrious intcsr~nal a~llnrnr suffcrcd by niany cxplorcrs in tlic r c g ~ o ~ l .  As 

a rrrulr, I:~rdrl-~ck sprnt most of rhc ivlnrrr and sprlng of  rqrr qu~ct$- rccuperar- 

Ing In t h c ~ r  new house at 14 Shui M O  Hurung.Thcrc, in his small scudy, hc wrotc 

up a rcporr o f  the Shansi c x p c d ~ r ~ o n  and continued his daily four hours of 

Ch~ncsc  lessons with Mr. Wu. H c  and Jancr also labclcd and calaloged thc hun- 

drcds of  photographs and specllnens from thc cxpcdlrion. 

Mcanwhilc, Jancr turned ro Karharine for advlcc. Her scnsc of dicnation and 

conccrn puelcd  and worncd hcr. Her cry for hclp rook nvo months to reach Pans: 

so \v116 IWO suk pploplr, .I a (/,,,tau w h t n  ranmfs r r r  pmnrfim$ on rdF, h81 rmd 

onA rhotghr r h ~ ~ s ,  stonjmnt phsstrnl ,rnrano,l, I bp rhr t fmnt  ngrhtrE ,b I rwur 

rLt,k rhnr,jor W rnrlrtor nllorv btiknn8s arnd d f l tmza ~n r a f t  ro rnakt a& bauurn W. 

AI  borrorr, I k,,ow rur low cad orbtr a r a ~ r ! ~  bur \W art so d f i r ~ t  I WRIII so ro 6rlp 

F [Fndrnrk ]  bur hew? &ly rnlrrtrs, I hal,r d r y  ot!v rrtr,~ ro rnrtoy horn. . . 

I hnw n p o d  tr11n4 bur lin rdor at, 1 ~ ~ 1 1 1 1 c t ~ 1 1 a l ~ n o ~ t ,  alas, ,1116 W ~ I I  I IIII& klp 

F b~ b r ~ ~ ~ , ~  t r ~ ~ r l l t r r a n l  p~opl r  turo our b u y  or  rnnk l~g r t  r m v ~ , r ~ b ~ ~ r  Igr t r rbk  artd 

m"?, hhr rh,,kr ,,,to 6 s  srudy-II 8s d snd nobrartort 10 btr a p t n o ~ t  prus~onrnlv, nnrl, r r  

rb sarrlr r t r n t f i l  rornl!v ,umpabC o / g , a r g  htrrl rbsr  r h q s  LI k r ~ . t s .  

Btar I k~totv wr \ut11 w r k  our ollr pmbhn- l o i , ~  ar 8% as unrn r m l  btfieng 

a,,, h f o y b r p l t  cart htlp rnt wt whtrr I hnvr jn l l t r~  dowrl.' 

Fredcnck'r recovery was slotv. \With 111s cncrgtes rpcnr and his h t u m  unccr- 

rain, his ~ n o o d  bccmlc increasingly sonibcr. His finances dwindled ss the Bddrvm 

Comp.lny cut Irs dnvdcnds due to thc rccessron In Amcnca. Dcsp~te inmssing 



financial prcssurcs, hou~cwr. hc rcmaiiicd dctcrrnincd to kccp cxploriiig. Hc dcfcnd- 

ed his dccision to his fathcr-in-law. wlio had urgcd him to rcnirn to thc stability of 

a busincsr cmcr. 

Frcdcridr cxplaincd. 

Bsuiiiur oppnii,aii irr.  . nrr p r  rtoii;Jbr biiriiirss In C h ~ n a  ir nr poor ru mrr).whrn 

<b . rrirni$( opprtuiiirirr abonitid [in iht' j  ininiriirr nrid v a n d  r o i i i i y .  Comparntisrly 

Iiirlr rrwarch har brni n i impird ,  atld l h a v r p i i t ~ i  tttlirh ~ ~ ~ i r r r r h A  111 IL I I I O ~ ~ ~ I ~ C I I I S  $pro-  

mii L r r  f i r r  arr . iiiintbrr oJ itoii-Chirsrrr inbrr ir i  i& ro~iii ir). ,  rloiir $ whirh hnvr 

noi irdoprprrd Chi i tnr  nivIizaioit.  M o r i  pf thon nrr i r t  IL Soiiih Il'<rrrni Chiiia, ivhrrr zoo- 

Ingirol wr.4 iuill in l r  nsr' 

Hc continucd. 

IJ<rl ihar f 1 raii rnakr a g w d  SII$$ oJ rhur irihrr <&ti I g o  ihnr rrgion j o r  roolw, ii ivill 

hnng in< n grrai ddrl oJ rrrdil i i t  IL nradnrxil world, aiid pmhabb IL o& oJ a ,ob iii J r  

H d m a r d  M u r m i i i .  A$, oiim Jrrliilg ir ihai Jntai niid I ivil l  boih bi. hoppicr, nitA I n gooA 

d u l  mort W+\ IO I& w r l d ,  f 1 a,,, a r(trrt~nrr and n a r ~ t r ~ t a l b  a icn(r!iq wtrh polritrr or art 

u i r t , t y  $ ti ioviin ng iuaj thaii f 1 ntn a burinnr nioii ' 
Jancr. roo. clarificd che situation to hcr worricd fathcr. 

F [Frcdrnrk] h s  d</lri i irb drridrd orin aiid Jor al1 rhai hr ir i in,rrgoing halk iiiio hiiri- 

tirrr l m q  iioi hr r i i i m b  i. -mprrrhy wi ih  hu poirti oJ iitnij, bui i L i  ir hir drririoii .. 

H r  umanrr a rnrnrfi, aradnnir 1 9 ,  wi ih  Chiiin ar h i r j r l d  oJ riiidg, nnd n/rcr h i r g r a n  $ 

n r m n h  oui hrrr io dnuir  hiiiirr!f io wriiiiig oiir pnrrixi inroiiir Jntlr, ibrit h w i l l  ir). io 

i r ~ h  or b1~01r11 LI ~ u r a i o r  or ~otnrihttlg ' 

As hc con~~alcsccd. Fredcridr drcamcd of a rnorc cxtcnsivc journcy inro thr 

Kuiichou region of  soutliwcstcrn China. Hc drcw up plans for rrvrral cxpcditions. 

combining mology and anthropologicd rcscarcli among tribcr of non-Chincsc 

nati\.cs. hoping thc Harvani Muscum of Zoology and rhc Smithsonian Insrinirion 

mighr find theni appcaling. Hc crtimatcd that rhcsc trips would cost bctwcrii fivc 

and tcn diousand doUars. Sponsorship by a wcll-fiindcd institurion would bc cru- 

cial. Frcdcrick rcalizcd thar he should rcturn to rhc Unitcd Statcs to raisc thc ncc- 

cssary funds himself. as Roy Chapman Andrews had donc. His poor hcalth war a 

furrhcr inccntiite ro rcturn homc aiid undcqo 2 complctc mcdical cvaluation. 

Wliilc Frcdcrick rccovcrcd, Janct rurncd hcr cncrgics to fixing up thcir ncw 

Iiousc and rcading cxtcnsivcly in preparation for future cxpcditions. Shc and 

Susaniic Erncry took daily cxciirsions tlirougli thc srrccts of  Pcking, hrinting for 

furniturc aiid fabrics in [iny sliops. Siisannc. wlio had a "gcnius" for decoraring. 

had becomc rccognizcd as thc prccmincnt intcrior dcsigncr in Pcking's forcign 

cominiinity. Thcir cxcursions lcd thcm througli a mazr of back srrects and narrow 

Liii irw or allcys. wherc thc tuo  womcn bargaincd with vcndors in a mixrurc of 

sign languagc and Chincsc. Shc cxplorcd thc higruiigr in thc scction of  thc city that 

thc forcign rcsidcnta callcd "Piccadilly." Shc dcscribcd thc market strecr and its 

smclls of roastcd chcstnuts and swcct poratocs. thc displays of "al1 parts" of 

roastcd pigs. and "inany littlc cakcs rollcd oiit on tablcs that art dcalcrs would SCII 

for rhoiisands in Fifth Avcnuc." In thc cvcnings, silk mcrcliaiits camc to thc 

Wulsins' hoiisc and sprcad out thcir magica1 inarcrials: shimrncring falirics for 

curtains. brighr-colored silks for cushions. and picccs of old cmbroidcry for thc 

dining room. "Tlic riot of color niakcs inc mad." wrore Janct. "I wanr ir all."' 

Maintaining tlic housc was a challengc. Thcy had no clcctricir). or riinning 

watcr, 2nd a spccial bcd had to lic biiilt ro accoinniodatc Frcdcrick's Iciigrliy 

frame. Janct also ordcrcd cxtciisivr carpcntry and papcring ro cnsurc tliat tlicir 

ivalls would protcct thcm against thc bonc-cliilling cold of thc Pcking wlntcr. 

Evcn rhc cold was iiot as borli~rsomc as tlic violcnr wliidstoriiis tliat swcpt across 

thc city. carrying silt from tlic Gobi Dcscrt inilcs away al1 thc way to Slianghai. 

Thc finc saiidy film rccpcd rhroiigh cvcry crack. covcring rvcry surLacc i i i  thc 

hoiisc, 2nd thc scrvants spcnt Iioiirs gcnrly diisting it awny. 

Janct rctaincd thc sanic rcarn of scrvaiits rliat had accompanicd tlic cxpcdi- 

tion ro Shansi. Altliough thcy wcrc williiig to Icarii. thr "boys" Iiad bccii raiscd 

and traincd in tlic coiinrry 2nd kiicw notliing of  thc traditioiis of scrvicc in cos- 

niopolitan Pcking. Tlicy droppcd dislirs diiriiig diniicr yarrics 2nd ratrlcd tlic 

rcaciips in thrir saiiccrs. Janct also found rlir cook. wliilr good in tlic licld. woc- 

fiilly ~nadrquatr whrn comparcd to thr fine clirfb of tlir city. Slic cvriitiially 

rcplaccd him with a cook traiiicd at thc Bririsli Icgntioii. wlio scrvcd iip "siicli 

morscls as I iicvcr tastcd.",' 



Although she was adventurous, Janet always created a comfortable home 

for a "bare camp." "Now we are all settled in a charming l ~ t t l c  Chinese house 

with its courtyards and thoroughly enjoylng the comforts and luxuries of  a civi- 

lized existence.. ." she wrote. "We have no modern plumbing. but wlth coolies 

galore. I know WC arc far more comfortable than our [New England] great- 

grandparents. As I write, the sunshine is pouring in from the courtyard, and my 

Chinese living room with its many potted plants, Its dark Chinese furniture. 

brlghr cushions and brocades 1s dellc~ous." '~ O n  Chrlstmar day, she further 

dcscrrbcd her surroundings. 

1 an1 rvriring a! rrty Chirtrrr drrk w~rh 11s qz,ntnr all-brair handhr, dtpp~nt nty prn rnfo art 

old Chtncrr ln[qs,rr ~,tkrmr~d. H a n p g  011 ~hr  bvaII aboi~r rhr drrk IS ngorgrour nd nlk 

bonnrr, w~rh ptrrunrqur Chtr~rrr rhornrrcrr, madr ofgold paprr nrld pttlrlrd on rhr silk 

Thry wtan good lurk, hralrh alrd pmrp(r1fy ro ,L ,trw hourr Mr IVu and Mr Ho nnr ~u 

~hr  batlrwr rhc day rw rnovtd ,,I. M4 hntlr a ,r,n Chtrlnr nlg, rorrtt lovcly Chbrr  [hazm.. . 

n ttvr [oufi S+, rrnall roblts, trwrywhrrr porrrdjlowrr~~~ planrr, nntd brair (a,tdbrldr. 

[Oiv larrapr and ra,tdlrrgivc our o~tly lghr at r~ghr." 

Jancr hoped that the pcaccfill environment would speed Fredcricki recovcry 

and lzft hts rp~r i t s .  She inspected rhc kltchcn and pantry dally, ins~sting o n  the 

constant usc o f  boiling water and Lysol t o  fight bacterra, and vowed that thc 

s ~ n r l l  o f  Lysol would "cqud any hospital."" Onc o f  tlic few joys o f  them diffi- 

cult wtnrcr war a puppy named Marco Polo, glvcn t o  them by Susannc Emery. 

T h c  house was bccomlng a mcnagerxc, obrcrved Janet: "Now. .. WC haw fish. 

fowl and beast. 6 gold fish In t l ~ c  dining room, Fcrdinand thc parrot In 111s cage 

In rllc llvlng room and Marco c ~ ~ c r y ~ v h c r r . " ~ T h c  puppy also scrsed as a hot 

water bottlc, pcrchtng on Frcdcrlcki stomach as Ilc read hour aftcr Ilour. 

Whilc 1:rrdcrtck rrsted at h o n ~ r ,  Janct dipped Into Pcking's s w l r l ~ ~ ~ g  social 

Itfc. Shc attrndcd Iar.~sll rfl/i,~r-Chrncsc luncheons of  ~nnumcrablc courses-at 

forctgn lcpt ions  and palat~al private homcs. She attcndcd rhr lccturcs of  noted 

intcrnat~onal scholars such as Sir Oswald Siren, thc great Swcdish authorlry on  

Chlnrsc ar t ,  wllo passcd tllrough P c k q  frrqucntlv.Though she oftcn fclt undcr- 

drcssrd. Janrr i  charm and hcr fl~lency in Frcncll cnablcd hcr to bc included 

everywhere, and she enjoyed listening to Peking's scorching gossip. One 

nent scandal concerned the Italian Minister's wife, who had walked into a room 

at the Wagon Lits Hotel one night and "brat up another Italian lady withln an 

inch of  her life:' using both a carving k n ~ f e  and the butt of  a revolver. As a 

result of  the fracas, one of  the secretaries at the Itallan Icgatlon committed sui- 

c ~ d e ,  and the minister and his wife were immediately deported back to Idy;* 

T h e  general attltude among the morc cosmopolitan set, observed Janet, was 

"when husband can't amuse o r  adore, there is always the 'lap-dog'(officia1 name 

for lovers out here)."" In this erotlc atmosphere, far From home, lra~sons and 

love affairs flourished and were openly discussed. 

There was, however. a more serious side to Janer's life in Peking. Famine 

was spreading throughout southern Chlna. Although it had nor yct infected 

Peking, and much of  the foreign community remained blind ro i u  existence. 

many of  the churches and missionaries had established relief agencies wirhln rhc 

clry to collect money, clothing, and food to send to the hungry. Janct and 

Susanne were acttve volunteers In this effort, and spent part o f  each day helping 

the relief work. 

T h e  tableau of  dally life o n  Peking's rtrceo struck fore~gnerr as borh cxorlc 

and fascinatxng. "It  IS there ddily lncldenu which make life our herc so infinitely 

Full of  borh interest and profound human sympathy." observed Harry Emery. 

Ont rzmr 81 wtll C a gor~our w,rdd,ng promiton or rbt borbanr rrapplrgr of srnrgnar 

r n n , ~ i j ~ , ~ t m l j l l  r /orlg rrnr<h of n rrmr. Bur rbr bcrr cf t r  all r n  rb 11rrL rnl,urry 

r r a r  whtd rtnrl ro rranrpon or,< bark rhrnllgh rbr nrtrunn ru h~bbrdl or ilunral d9, rb 

dn,!v rghr of rbr brrL rhrnbtngpoorr. and rbgnrtdnng 4 rhr ram I r l  !L opal hy hand or 

hy a 11rrC hL,~djoldtd donkry. 3Ch( bgJuntraL an  ,nrtrrrr,r~ bur rrrtd 10 L hn,,norn~y 

wh~nnr whtlr rL brrk ra,,trryj~,,rraL. . . go nmbbrg rhro~gh ornti bun. 111 f h n  rlrn 

15 rnorhtng lud,rro~,r-,,orb,~g but hrnt~ty ortdfirh. ALo uur on rorrlr dnu!v mad 111 rhr 

munrry orlr r m  rLJarntltnr rghr of ,I nm~hrr wtrh hrr habv art a l~rrlr donkry, and ~ h t  

/ n L r  rn,dglrlg olon(: hs rhr rtdt,pr,g on ro roazr dnrrortr dtrranrnor~. lr 15 rht Flghr zna 

EDPr oirr rpm, rind I haw rnrt 11 ro $01 a rolonrg ,trtd rrrltly whih rr,akn nrlr 

rhlrlk t r  II a Trr~ronrro mrrv to l+." 



Tb N p  W& =over his sm&, he and Jann traveled out to a small 
W d c  templt,TungWauT' that they rented in the Westkm Hills. By Apd, 
&air courqmd was a b h  with peach blossoms. For several we&, rhey led ;m 

idyllic wuncty l& reading w a l k q  the hills, and M g a d n g  the sutrotxndhg 

temples, rnon&, and ancient cemeteries. Redcrick remated to secluded spots 
in da hills, where he shipped m the wist nnd rook long s u n b h .  

After six months, E&& h& hally returned. He had lost fifry 
pounds, and remained weak, but now was well enough to had  On May zz.19w. 

dyr b o d d t h e  S S  Ch ih Mna to Yokobua, &&g to rhe S S  Empin State 

in Yolrohama and continuing on to San Francisco. 

RETURN T O  T H E  UNITED STATES: 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY 
- p -  

Atrep Paading m San Francisw in June, lanet and Frederick contimed on to 
NcwYohThey spent the summer and eady fall preparing expedition proposals 

for rubmission m the National Geographic Society and to Harvud. In early 

N d e r  Frederick uavclcd to Washington. where he met the National 
Geographic Society president Gilbut Growonor, and psenred his plans for an 

d d  cxpediuon into the Kweichow region of soudnwc China. This was a 
ccucial aurmmt h the Wuttins' careers as uplorets.Their fate rested in the 
urtoaatic hands of one p o d  but dif6cult man. 

Pwfcacted negotiations with Grosvenor ensued over sevcral mon&s. 

Fnderick sent additional proposals, calculated a series of budgets, and carefully 
wEoa and w r o t e  linr of the equipment and supplies that he would require. 

l'b m o l l  Geographic Society formed a special committee to review his 
proposals and drew up their requirement$ fbr sponsoring the expedition. 

Fin*, in D d u  I g t r  &F aociety agreed to sponsor an expedition to be 
knm as the Narional Geographic C e n d  China Expedition. Fredvick, as rhc 

Fdcrick r ..V. ... .-..-.. .. ... a c e  c. .... Icmple of Heaven. Pckmg. July 1p1. 



norninal leader, wo~rld receive eight thousand dollars a year for two years, begin- 

ning on January I.  1923. The  Wulsins' responsib~l~ries would Include making 

zoolog~cal, botanical, and cthnolog~cal collccrions, taking pictures, and writing 

articles for N a f ~ o ~ l n l  Gograph11 magazine. T h e  National Geographic Society 

claimcd the right to approve all personnel, as well as all museums where the col- 

lectlons would ultimately reside.The society also retained the exclusive option 

of publishing In its magazrne every article, book, or map based on work donc 

by thc cxped~tion. All equipment purchased from the National Geographic 

Society's filnds remalned rhe property of the Society, and would have to be 

rert~rned to Washington or disposed of  at rhc discretion of the director. Finally. 

Grosvenor inslsted that the Wulsins rake out their own life Insurance policicr. 

for rhe National Geograph~c Society would not be responsible for its explorers 

or their safety. 

The  budget would be strained as this would be a much more ambitious 

expedition than originally projected. T h e  National Geographic kept its explor- 

ers on a right leash, and rlielr auditing procedures were stringenr. Each audit 

would have to recelve the personal approval of Gilberr Grosvenor before fi~nds 

for the cxprditlon could Le transferred to rhe CentralTrrlst Company in 

Cincinnati. The  Wulsins would need to provide detailed and expliclr justifica- 

tion for every expense, no matter how rrlvlal. 

Much of  the eight thousand dollar grant would go toward paylng the 

expcd~tion's team. In~med ia t c l~  upon their return to Peking. Frcderick would 

necd ro hire a ream of  yal i f ied scientists ro help hlni gather and catalog the 

boranlcal and zoological collection. "My old Chinese crew [from the Shansi 

t r ~ p ]  will do mtlcli of the zoology for me," he wrote. "I am to Illre a Chinese 

botanical collector. The  crhnology, photograph~ng and rvritlng fall wholly to 

rnr."';The Nartonal Gcograph~c Research Comlnirtee stipulated that only upon 

rrccipr of rlie expcd~t~on's first season; work would ~t consider the assignment 

of addrtional scienr~sts to the fieldwork of rhr cxpedirion.'The Wulsins would 

nrcd to  conr~nua l l~  subsrantlate cacli srrp rake11 in order ro ensure financial 

support for tlierr screntific tcam. 

PEKING, 1923: ASSEMBLING THE TEAM 
. .. - ~ 

The Narional Geographic Society was committed ro keeping its membership high 
by making the magazrne attractive ro the general public. "primarily through pub- 

lishing beautifulq~ctures."" Frcderlck was well aware of the challenge before him. 

"He [Grosvenor] cares more for the plcrures I am ro send him than for any other 

frulr of the expedit~on, and It behooves me to rend him very fine ones if I want 

to keep h ~ s  support," he wrotc to Karharine." 

1 arrl go~rlg 10 m a b  phorogrphy trly vtryfirrr bunnm, or ,I is rcrralnly "13 ntorr Impor- 

rnrlr ~rrtv~ry t rBt orptdtr~ot~ rr ro rour,nl,t. Shrgmrtr or n~ndrjor rw ytarr, bsr 11 11 

rub~tn to rrrtrwol ajltr rhar arld n.trybody ronrrnrd bopa rhrr rhr rrprAlrtoni rt,rrrrs 

w ~ l l  ~ w ~ l f y l n / n , t t z ~  n n t w a l .  So, f oIlgotr wtll, I rnay haw rhr brg,rtntrlg o/ a Ift'rjob 

br/ort Inc. Mr Crosvrnor h a  r n ~ ~ h r s ~ n d  10 mt agairt nud agam rhnr 16t pt'rurrr art hlr 

prrrrrr ronttrrr Appamrrly L arhlLr w r r y  h ~ m  Irrr,/or atr arttrlt (an o l w y  br parrhd 

whzlt a pirrurt ro,~,~ol!" 

The Wulsins, neither of whom had much experience with photography, 

would be competing against some of the finest phorographcrs In the world, and 

they were nervous about meeting the challenge. 

Frcderick asked his lnorher to dispatch the latesr photographic equlpmenr 

from London and Parts. He spent S443 1n one afternoon at Hathaway Dunn In 

New York, buying items ranging from tripods ro rhe laresr filters. His total pho- 

t o g r a p h ~ ~  bill amounted to over $ ~ . ~ o o .  a sum considered astronomical ar the 

time. He read rhe larcst photographic manuals, and Janet trained herself In cur- 

rent developing techniques. 

Throughout their months in the United Stares. Janer and Frederick 

remained focused on thelr return to Chlna. "Excepr for one shorr trip ro 

Washington to talk botany, the rest o f  my rime was spenr in New York." 

Frederick reported to his morher. "We both worked like beavers. and gor all 

our shopping and packing done. The NGS paid for much of my equipment. 

praises be: but there wcrc orher parts that I had ro pay for, so I am nor rich. 

That  will correct itself as soon as I ger into the field, where my expenses, our- 



- 
side of what rbe fund pays for, should be very low.""They were eager m 
return m China, 

h Jawaty 2923, the Wulsins set sail for Chm once +. On arriving in 
Peldng theg zcmmed m their beloved home at 34 Shui M. Hurung, where their 

d o d c  S& set to work unpacking their hunks Jvra was thrilled to be back in 

Mmg. "Hue I am writing army own desk surrounded by the Iovelyfamiliv 
Chinesc things that I M such fun in squiring and I must say that thue is an air 

of ht d me: she told h a  paredts. "And the h w d  Even a Dutch house- 
krtper (I believe they m the most particular) would have been thrilled wer i t  

The p k  W y  shone, brasser. glistening, stoves blackened to shimmering, and 
m LU &c soft light of candles and lamps."" 

Peking was as enchanting as ever, but the political situarion in China had 

d&omtmd even hrther duang the Wulsii' absence. Janet and Frederidr were 

nrmned m find a human head impded on a fenctpost by theb gat- grim 
remit& uf the &OS sumomding them Justice was swik and brutal to robbers 

and brigands d o  were capmed. Rumms of kidnapping &led h u g h  Peking 

didner parties, and on smral occasmns the foreign community Bed to the tan- 
pls  of &c Wetem H& when fhe dg gates were b d  against invasion. 

In May 19~2.  brigands hijacked theTiatsin-Peking rrain and took several 

hip bstages. A more dramatic h a t  would occur only a few months later, 
h w k  at& another tain and setcd f o q  Americans as hostages- 

induding JolnnD. Rockfellet's sism-in-law. & J~anrr's friend Julia Deanc 
+rdrimcd in a leaer home: 

h't it c c m d n n ~  to livr in a country &n rurli B i w  + aU t h  time> It 

bnr w d  fbe most awful &fnnmt art hffi lt ir jwt  as f br@4d5 bad brkf up 

tbc Bos~on-New M w i n  and m m d  ~ c y b o d ~ ,  shting a& P ~ ~ P L f O ~  luck 

on Ih mgr... I tbmk tbis will bnng b m c  ro L Americans better L n  an~thmng eke 

rould do bbr ctme t h t  C ~ ~ J U  s in. Ar longs  t b m  had to bc a LLfup, M a n  aU 

&r& PUI h6 II#t l t~&IJcfs  aistcr-in-law was amon8 tbc ona wh g* held 

up  hause h L hk!y 10 be m a n  &ion g an impohnf  p n  is involved. SSbc 

W r& lucky m d p t  a bnndit uh h m d  bcr WCU S h  bnricd sanr pf h r  
Mongols and rhe~r mula on rhc ouuktru of Pnorav losdrng warer m prcpararton far thcu 
uck lnta the drrcrr. Sham,, March ,913. 



j t w l t y  un&r a mtk and now we all wandrr f sbt will mr br abk tofind 

that rock ugarn.v 

The warlord demanded a ransom of nventy-five thousand dolkrs, and even- 
tually the American government paid it, over the protests of the French that the 

Amer~cans had allowed the ransom bar to be set too high. 
The region south of Peking, too, had grown pohtidy tens-d inmas- 

mgly dangerous. Many territories were overrun by civil wan; It quickly became 

apparent that the Kweichow expedtion, which Janet and Frederick had so cacefi~IIy 
planned, would be  fa^ too dangetous to undertake. "Conditions in the Sauth and 

Southwest of China are unusually bad:' wrote FrederidL "There are a number of 
wandering annits m the field &ch live as they can, I d y  as bzipnds. Oc- 
casionally they capture a Lvgc town and then damor for recognition as a pohtitical 
faction and incorporauon in the re& fom with pay and W* 

They decided to change the ezpedition's mute ro a more peaceful region: 
Kansu province. "South Chma is in turmoi this year, so ir is out of the ques- 
tion:' Janet told her parents. "Therehe we shall go to Kansu, a long m y  off, but 

a pcaceful Province and full of game and vegetation."'( On February 24, Frederick 
wrote to Gibert Grosvenor to tell him of the change m plans. He was careful to 
emphasize that Kansu, like Kweichow, would a photographic record wor- 

thy of Nattonal Gogmbic. "Remembering what you told me, I considered fLst what 
photographs we could get by going to Kansu:' he reassured Mr. Gmsvenor. 

Kansu k thr mnt iq  of Zibrta~rrfmm t h  n g r o ~  south o f  fibnor, T i d  ~qIrr 
o f  Gntral hi, Mongols, and C h .  h a m b  rhm a n  a lot of i n m -  & p .  

K a m  k also thr dtrfsent o f  Mobanmttdans m Chma, and mnrntns Knmbnm nnd 

Imbra% huofnmau Bnddblrt rnonaswrics, w t d p p u  and i m p w  buildings 
me in wtld solifudes.. . Altogcthrr 1 $ t i t  it should afird bemr phatagrapbtc material h a  

K w t t h ,  and more o f  11, with m m  pmpinous tondinonsfor pmdunnggwd n g a h  and 

h p r q  thm w i h u r  &tenwntio~r ajn :by a n  kwbpydd6 

Aside &m photographs, Janet and Frederick recognized that the success of 
the upedition rested heavily on amacting good suentisu.This was not an easy 

task, for Western-trained boantsts, zoologists, and geobgLto were difficult to 





The  worst was over, she bel~evcd, and she hoped that "the enemy" would 

remain at bay: "I feel quite encouraged about Harry. I rhink hei  coming on 

all right."lS 

Unfortunately. Harry's g r ~ p  on sobriety proved to be tenuous. By the t h e  

Janct and Frederick rcturned to Peking from the United States, he had plunged into 

another binge. He would disappear into the smoky labrlnth of Peking bars and 

opium dens, not to resurface for days, when Susanne would discover him in a hope- 

less state on their Front steps. He had resigncd his position at the k i a  Bank on 

January I. 192j. and the lease on the house that Susanne had so carefully restored war 

up on the first of March. "The situation was pretry desperate," wrote Frederick. 

"They must either go home, get another housc in Pek~ng-which simply meant 

more drink-r take some ndicd step which offered a chance of mnng him."'" 

Susannc was disrraught, and oncc again, she approached the Wulslns for 

hclp. "The only liopc sccmcd to lie in gcrong Harry far out rnro rhe country, 

whcrc he cannot get anything to drink, and where the out-of-door l~fe  will build 

him up," Frcdcrrck cont~nued. "Consequently, Susannc was most anxious to s tx t  

with us on our next collccting journey."r If she and Harry pald their own way, 

she appealed, would Fredcr~ck allow thcm to joln the expedition as guests? 

Frederlck. already over~vhclmed by the daunting task of organizing a large 

cxpcdit~on undrr thr National Gcographlc Society's rvatchfi~l rye, consented 

nonetheless. "Naturally I agreed to do all I could for thcm, but strpulated that 

once we startcd I was ro bc dicta105 and that I would use any degree of violence 

rhar mrghr bc necessary to rcstrain hlnl in case rhcre was any danger of a relapse. 

Tlicy borh agrccd ro rh~s."" 

Deeply grateful. Susannc hurrlcd to prcpare for the long capedition ahead. 

H a ~ r y  vo~vcd sobr~cty, but was unable to kcrp his promtsc. "We had him in the 

Ilosp~tal. In a liorcl where rwo sol~d German men took care of him, at 

home, and rvcrywhcrr else we could rhllik of," wrotc Fredcr~ck. "He would sneak 

out wllcn nobody war looking, buy a bottle of gln in a Chincsc shop, and dunk 

all of  tt on rhr spar."- ConscqumrlY, "rhc wholc of thc past lnonth has bcen a 

strugglc ro keep Harry Emcry fro111 drlnk~ng h~mself to death."." 

By mid-March, Janet and Frederick were eager to depart. Their preparations 

for rhe journey had been exhaustive-md exhausting. They quizzed everyone they 

could find who had ever gone to Kansu. and heard advlce ranging from "use only 

mules, wear Chinese clothes, live off the country:' to "take only a care of jams.. . 
never wear Chincsc clorher." Still others insisted that they "be sure to take your 

own food; food is scarce on the way our, have Chinese padded clothes:'.' Janer war 

continually advised not to undertake such a dangerous journey. N o  wives of other 

explorers ventured Into such unknown territor~es dunng these dangerous times: 

even Roy Chapman Andrews's wife always rernalncd safely behind in Peking wh~lr 

her husband explored the wilds. Undaunted, Janet persevered. She and Fredenck 

pieced the conflicting opinions together as best they could. "AU month I have 

been preparing and packing for the expedition. keeping the social engagemenu 

that J. Uanet] makes, and helping out the E. [Emery] family:' Frederick wrote 

Karharine. "Whenever 1 saw a limle light in one of  these activit~es the other two 

would work up a crisis. so rhat for five weeks. I have been at it literally every day 

From 8 am.  to mldn~ght:'- 

PAOTOW 
- - P- - p-p---- ~ - - 

At last, on March 9, 1gz3. Frederick dispatched an advmce party to Paotow, a 

bustling ciry on the Mongolian border, where the expedition team would load the 

equipment onto camels before serrlng out for the desert. The Emerys and their 

sernnr left by main, accompanied by the two "solid Germans," Mr. Heirs and 

Mr. Karius, who had comc along in order to "keep Harry in order for the first 

few days.".' Mr. Wu; Mr. Chlng, the bot.mist: Lin and Chang, the two rx~~der -  

m~sts: Sun, the m+<: m d  one horse made up the rest of the first party. 

As the Elneryr' pdrry settled in Paotow, Janet and Freder~ck prepared 1st- 

minute supplies. The night bcforc they leh Peking, Janct saw to one last necesity 

a halrcut chat would be In the field. "I Iiave taken a radical step. In 

ru-n~y hair is bobbed!" she told her pwenrs. "And I have Chinese wadded 



aouslrs. Can you picture me? Of course the hair is for sanitary reasons-but 
when I bmught home my little knot I felt as tho' Janet EIliott had gone for eve^."^ - 

On the moming of March 14, Janet and Frederick set out fbr Paotow wrth 

the rest of the Chinese team-their personal servant, h, the cook, Fu; and the 
"hunting boy," Jow. They stopped at Kweiwha fbr a day to pay them respects to 

Gcncal h4a Feng Hsieu-the leader of the Chinese Mohammedans, whom Janet 
described as a powerful figm in Kansu-and receive the general's advice about 
Kansu t n v d  and some guarantee fbr their safe passage through his territories. 
The next morning they set out for Paotow, a day's journey from Kweiwha by rail. 

"We craveled up comfirtably in a steel baggage car w~th various Chiiwe country- 
mm, soldiers, and merchants, d most interested in an Amencan woman with 

bobbed hair, viciously eating hard-boiled eggs and knitting socks," Janet reported 
m her family in Manhamn. 'That was your oncx 'delicady nurtured' Janet--now 

a wild prairie flower:'" 
m e  Emergs' paay met them at the Paotow railroad staaon and helped them 

unload their "tons of S@ including "hod, guns, d t i o n ,  tents, camp fur- 

niture, clothes for every clime, medicines, cameras, traps, rubber bans, mk, and 
soap?" At their inn, a one-story building with an enormous murf/ard they were 

rrlrond m find h e ,  dean room and manng cod b. Coal was so rare in Peking 

that thr delighted the traders, who considered them a great lwtury. 
In a letter to her mother-in-law, Janet searhed for the words to descrrbe her 

exotic new s d g s .  
M an up 6m in tbirfinrur town (on rb borkr of Monpha and ntar I Xlllmu RIM) 

of tjo,o,ooo i&blranh rh wkrn fnntmtr of thc Fekitg-Suynan RR, and WI Monday 

w mrr cn a .?+ dny mm1 trip mro spncc. Chrnffuemmr dufmafion is lhr r o y ~ l p a h  of lhr 
Pnnu of A&. LIful ar f w migbr btgo~tg to Marr--wrtblwr ar m d  pmbablli~ 

of Mum.* 

The spmg thaw had urrved and the world seemed made of mud. 
thought Janet, W& "mud d s ,  mud houses, muddy sueets and mud hills, no 
m e s  except for scamered rows of  willow^."^ Brilliant sunshine flooded the 
brawn plain, which dipped into a low valley. It was feswal tune, the second day 

Rug factory with wool drying in courqnrd, Pxorow. '?/X \m01 is Lrg " p  rmdy Jor dytnlg 11, L rghr 
hnd rorncr arrgrral Mock of Jarnow Shnrr <onl."-F.K.W., March rgzr 

of the second moon, and Paotow's muddy streets were jammed as revelers 
flooded into town to attend the puppet theatres. Mongols, in their big boots 

and call fur caps, filled the marketplaces. The shops were full of exotic peasant 
g o o k b r i g h t  cloths, shoes. brasses, and copper p o t s a n d  crowded w ~ t h  

Mongol and Chinese shoppers, who bargained loudly with the merchants. 
"Carts of Chrnese girls in brlght red coau, wen-greased hau, and smaller feet 
than I have ever seen" streamed in from the countryside. Shaggy ponies, with 

them bnghtly colored saddles and bridles, were surrounded by excited specta- 
ton, all standing against a badcgmund of long strips of dyed blue cotton cloth. 

hung out to dry in the sun. In the evenings. "stilt walkers in fantastic costumes" 
and "lide children dressed as Chinese fairies" danced by candlelight at thc inn. 
Janet was captivated by her first glimpse of the Mongols In Paotow "in all their 
barbaric ~plendor.''~~ 



Each day Janet scrolled through the narrow, muddy stteeo in her high 
Italian leather boots, looking for opportunines to photograph the m&. She 

was fascinated by the Mongol women with their brilliant orange andmgenta 
robes, luxurious fur hats, and elaborate headdresses of coral beads and heavy sil- 

ver that veiled their faces with a jeweled fringe. She and Susanne discovered a 

perch over the west gate of the uty, and Frederick joined them to lie in wait to 

photograph the passing procession of townspeople and revelers. Camels, ox c m ,  

donkeys, nomads, merchants. and puppeteers all passed in the noisy &c of 
daily  life.^ 

One day Janet wimessed the funeral of an important merchant 
Two bandmas~m, rkd m wh~ttgmunr, kd L to&+ mbm of md-mbd m w i n m  

pkying tmmpts, bu&fiutu, and a hp ktttLkirm sruprndtd on a pok braten by tbnr 
m w i r r m  s i m u l ~ a n c ~ ~ .  Ap-l man smklng lymbals bmnght up h rar Thrpres- 

sion wow t k h  I m i d 4  wrm under rd$g4 cgbt m m  l a n m  onpoks, bugc 

p f a n r ,  Llgr pnmls, andJ7uircriing blue b a n ~ m .  Along L side a man dutdbud p,yr 

monyfmm a sark~' 

Janet was dazzled by the pageanq of the scenes before her. "It has all been 
very gay, and colorN:' she mote. 'F. prederick] has photographed copiously and 

I hope with succw-for pictures of exceuent quality mean more funds for later 
expeditions."" 

Meanwhle Mr. Wu negotiated for the numerous camels, horses, and camel 
drivers that the expediuon required. Since the Wulsins and Emerys would spend 
much of them time on horseback, rr was essential thar they find smng, depend- 
able h o r ~ e ~ u a l i t i e s  that all of the horse dealers promised, but few could actu- 
ally provide. Mc Wu worked tidesly, and the bargaining was fierce. W e  bought 
pontes, little strong Mongol animals capable of much endurance," mote Janct, 

"and we engaged our camel caravan w~th much palaver and queer conraas."" 
Before leaving Peking, Frederick had sent a ~relirninar~ expense account to 

the National Geographic Society for photographic equipment, arms and ammum- 

tion, scientific instruments, and "gifts m natives1'-includmg tin cups, hairpins, 

bandages, and other Pinke-t a total cost of $1,311.a6.~ A tidess list-maker, he 

Furred pmcwion fDr a lading d c ,  R o w  h % d  1 9 3 .  

now spent hours packing and repacking, checking and mch&g the cquipmcnt 
The hsts of necwides thar he drew up were endlesx an iron stove. a ptimus s m  

and a supply of od, a krge water can and dipper, and Mongol copper pots; hatch- 

ets, picks. and shovels for digging wells and fLr pits and pitching r m q  can& 

lanterns, oil k e r n s ,  and flashhghts. Janet prepared a l q c  supply of medicines, 
and the Emerys dragged along an entire trunk lilled with books. Fredcridc also 
urged each member of the party to carry an indindual stash of "essees~entiak:' which 

would include, at minimum, a sheath Imifo, a mrolver. a bpx of cartridges, a roll 
of emergency rations. a large tin cup, a can of Sterno to light the portable stove, 

matches, a compass. a baqometcr. a notebook, a thermometer, a candle, a h t e m ,  
pen, raincoat, camera, extra h, snake b i s  needle, field g b ,  a shotgun, and a 
rifle strapped to the saddle.. 

Janec was amazed at the amount of equipmenr that Fndarick haiutcd on 
for the journey. She dryly npornd to her mother-in-lw that they had 



Jm m&g a inqvhrive aowd whde &c cam4 caravan rr loaded m the IM courryud, 
P a w ,  Shansi, Mar& d. t p +  

'b by tbr ton, but an wra joo  h uumu E Fdrnck] m lrnL ac an rxtm band- 

M@ warirr w common maa(r - so  W a n  lcudedfm euny clime and n n q m ~ .  F 8s 

W i t g  a tmwlug M nith all bu old rueipted bth,  our old tehgranu of b n  W,' 

my note r i m  lgzl! I bopr & p a p  win tnjy th mp'w 

FINAL PREPARATIONS: 
T H E  CHIAO TZU 

The diao tm was an mgenious Chinese invention for desert travel.These large can- 
m *'poodle be*ers:'° as Frederidr called them, were built on a wooden h e ,  
rhc bortom wow with ropes and thc whole ewered inside and out with heavy 
blue Chioese doh "and sufpmded on cithct side of the camel" In case of high 

winds, a dust storm, or fatigue, uavelers could dimb into their ~hiao m and ride 

m comfort, protected fiom the elements. Frederick ordered two rhrao tm custom- 
made for the wrpedition. Skilled carpenters spent several days constructing them 

in the m courtyard at Paotow.The frames had to be perfectly balanced across the 

camel's backs, so at the final fitting, the carpenter told Janet and Susanne crawl to 

into their dtao m, then forced the camel to rise so that he could adjust the bal- 
ance. A loud chorus of yells and klcks accompanied this quest for precision. Janet 

and Susanne spent days decorating thar two h a 0  tms. Janet concluded that "ours 
were the most elaborate, I feel sure, that ever crossed inner MongoIial'They 

m s d e d  windows made of thin Chinese gauze, curtains to hang down in fiont 

and roll up, countless pockets, cushions, and fit suaw mattresses for comfort. 

When they were finished, wrote Ianet, "Any s m d  girl would have loved them for 
a doll; house."* 

Frederick had designated Janet as the expediuon's "rmrnirrain," and she 

worked hard to gather several weeks' worth of tinned goods and essential Western 

supplies such as coffee and c h o c o l a t a s  well as "whip the fit cook Fu into 
shape:' as she put i tb For camp rations, Fu packed large bags of nce and L a 0  

(Chinese yellow millet) to be wed as gruel, mush, or htde cakes. The heavy crates 
of food were strapped onto camels and mules.They included marmalade from 

Formum and Mason, syrup, bacon, hardtack, dehydrated vegetables, malted milk, 
and even canned baked beans. To supplement the d ~ e t  of canned and dried 
Western foods, Fredenck hoped to shoot birds and antelope and buy sheep, 

chickens, and eggs. On their final days in Paotow, Janet scowd the markets for 
&h fruits and vegetables. 

Guns were a particular passion with Frederidc. He had shot in Europe and 
Africa, and was an expert on firearms. In letters home he jusded the guns as cru- 

cial for the zoological collection. In reality, he was also keenly aware of the dan- 

gem of civil war in the south, and knew that the warlords were penetratmg Kansu. 
The guns would not only be necessary for hunting game and shoomg zoolog~cal 
s p e c i m e d e y  would be crucial to the expediuon's safety while travehg 
through China's war-torn counaystde. 





Tlie N a t i d  G.ogrrphic Sodq-'r C e h d  C h h  Flpdkion heads into rhe dera fmm h o m w  to AI&, MS& 26,1923. 

The dnysaf pzept ions ,  hate Jmer. ruae "a. mass of c o ~ n ! '  

MW so nemom nnd r d d  that he could hvdly sit ittill, d h ~ t a d  his 
&maa rhqp uatd yp gruu and ama~&&~, ~ T T B I I ~  bdon@ga, and a 

anrraziryg* crf &l icm &ea& rp$prum&ing baranid pxuues, 
f&dw&y "hwmlm% d of wwe rhoysulkr of dob'm& of mmms 
d ~ ~ m ~ J u u ~ ~ t O O d ~ a ~ t h t  LLk entrance 

~ ~ ~ ~ & d o f Q a i m r r W ~ ~ ~ f i a ~ ~ l + g t h ~ c c ~  ** PF al. 
~ & d ~ ~ ~ j ~ . T T B e ~ ~ , s W u l r d m ~  

h d x e e a d h k r r  ~ ~ o n d u ~ g d ~ ~ , d i d n ~ t ~ p p e a r u n d l  
& ~ Q ~ b r s m ~ ~ a r r i ~ ~ i r h e ~ 6 d ; t i 0 n ~  

s p w g  into action, and soon the courtynd of the inn reverberated with the 
sounds of pad&& shouting, and the braying of camels.The camels were prod- 
ded, with squeals and grunts of displeasure, to kneel down to be loaded. Under 

Frederick's anxious direction, the Chinese team c a d d y  balanced forty-three 
heavy wooden uatw upon the b& of the kneeling camels. The loading went 
smoothly until Ftedcrick tealized that an ema camel would be necessary for the 

coolis equipment h41. Wu rushed back to the camel seller, made a hasty deal, and 
reblrned, breathless, with one more camet Janet dashed off a last qu id  letter to 
her W y  in NewYork, reavjuring them that, "we are very weU, excited aod 

happy.. .. I will try to get off letters fmm every R 0. but they are few and fat 
between so you mustn't wony;" she reassured &em? 



After months of  preparation, negotiations, cables, and bureaucratic stalltng. 

the camcls finally rose to their feet at 6x5 p.m. on March 26. 1923.The sun began 

to set, casting long golden shadows over Paotow. "You can't imag~ne what a 

momentous occasion ~t was," Janet wrote. "F. [Frcderick] dashed about on his 

small prancing Mongolian pony, equipped for bartle in khakt, campaign hat, rwo 

guns; the servants were perched on top of vartous camels looking very ill at ease, 

but know~ng tlrar they had to do tt."" A dust srorm was rislng, so the camel dri- 

ver srrappcd on the rhiao rzu, and mottoned for Jancr and Suranne to climb 

aboard. "We did, with fear and rrembl~ng:' wrote Susannc, "and then rhe camcl 

got up with grunts and slants and jerks, accompanied by screams from Jan and 

mc and gigglcs from thc surrounding mnltitudc."" Janet explained further. "You 

climb in while the camcl is on the ground and then he rtses, or rather unfolds. 

lurclirs fonvard, then back, and is up. But what an arlsing!The drop in a huge 

elevator is as nothing comparcd to tt:'" 

Mr. WLI led the caravan triumphantly through the p t c  of chc high walls of 

Rotow and out toward the Ordos Desert. In addition to thc Wdsins and Emecys, 

tlic caravan now mcluded ttvcnty-eight camels, four camcl driven, sir horses, ten 

Chincsc from R k q ,  and ren Chinrse from Paororv "Thc flight of the children 

of Isracl from Egypt had nor1ling on us,'' rccallcd Jancr."Thc great plateau of 

Han Hat, anclmr Chtncsc for "rolltng llkc the boundless ocean,"* lay before 

tlrcnm-and an advcnmre that would change all of their Itvcs. 

INTO T H E  ORDOS DESERT 
- -. - 

The grcat Gob, Descrt lay just ro the northwest of them, serving as a barrtcr 

bctwecn the nol.tllern nomads and thc more settled lands to thc south. In 1923 

~t w.is ,I vatd sktrtcd by Silk Road n~erchants as thcy drove their camcl trains 

bcrwcrn rasr and west. a rcmorc and htdcously inaccessible a r c b y e t  crossed 

oftcn. rllough wtth grcar hardship, by conqucrors from Attila to Genghis Khan. 

Man)' had rravrlrd the htstorlc rradc routrs froril Baghdad. Ulaanbaarar, and 

ChtneseTurktstan. their caravans laden with wool, hldes, gunpowder, textiles. 

and spices. The Gobi-a Mongolian word meaning "watering place" or "gravel 

desertM-is the northcrnrnost and leasr populated desert on the planet, cover- 

ing more rhan half a million square miles and recetving fewer rhan chrec inches 

of rainfall per year. In the heart of this rocky, wind-scoured desert, in the far 

reaches of northern China, lay the Alashan plateau, the expedlrion's tirst destt- 

natton." Crosslng this vast wasteland was the first of many challenges chat the 

\Vulsin expeditton would face during irs trek to Tibet. 

Thcir route followed the course of the Yellow Rivrr northwest to the 

H o  Lan Shan mounratn range. Aftcr thcy became accustomed to che lurching 

motlon of their camel, Jancr and Susanne sank into the cushions of r h ~ i r  rh1m 

rm and relaxed. warchtng the horses and camels plod along ahead of them. 

"Camel travel is pcacehrl a d  slow and delightful." swore Janet." "We bobbled 

along many a mile while the camel ogled us with his great supercdious eyes."-' 

They had everything at hand in their wall pockets, and spent many hours 

as "pralric flowers" rolling through rhc desert. Therr camel had a rvay of 

expanding hrs stoniach at inrervals against the sides of the rh~ao rrtt, whlch was 

dtsconccrrtng at tirst, but became almost cornfort~ng once they accustomed 

rhemsclr~es the suddm heaving motion. Susanne's tin washbasin, strapped to 

rhe top of one of the camel's loads, caught thc moonbeams as night fell. 

From Janct's C O Z ~  in her ihim v u .  it looked ro her ltke a glittertng planet 

across the sands. 

After thelr firsr moonlit march, during which they passed "endless cara- 

vans, often over two miles long rraveling.. . tn never-ending lines in che moon- 

light noisclesrly, but for the cllnk of the camel bell.. . hung on the last camel 

of cach string." the caravan spent the night at a Chinese farm?The farmers 

rvclcomed then1 as visiting roy.alty, and accorded the \Vuls~ns the wedding 

chambcr of a netvlywed couple, whcre they slept in dleir bedrolls on a k . 1 ~  or 

woodeti platform. The f o l l o w ~ n ~  day they fordcd a branch of thc rircr. iwrh the 

camels slipping and stumbling over thc rocks. Fredcr~ck and Harry dismounrcd 

and hunted antelope until dusk. 



Skcrdus of -cl lnds rlgnds urrd by Mongoh in rhc Alnshan D y Frcdenck R 
WvLin la has jourm. LI Dja Sha WO, Inner Mongolia, Sprcmber 1923. AWE The expcdi- 

nods camp wTsai Yuanze m the Ordor Desm northwrrr of Paorw nar to a Mongol uad- 
mg pas. ''h days W slrprJour a ~mt  a d  p n t  mr ngb~s d~k tln MongcLnn wtn& A t k r d  
amundq d s h k  th m .r rh@t U W d °fp.p" U-J.E.W. August 6,1923 

On the night of April 9 they camped at Wu La KuTu, a ruined 

Mongol temple. Mr. Wu rode into a nearby town for supphes and returned 
with reports of danger: a group of Chtnese cavalry deserters had united to 

form a robber band, and were marauding in the nearby hills and trading 
posts. Soon a gmup of soldiers arrived to warn the expedition about the 
brigands.They presented Frederick wrth their captain's card to use as a p a s  

in case of an attack, and he tucked tt safely away, Luckily, the robbers fled to 
the southeast as the caravan headed north, narrowly avoiding danger. 
Frederick, lmmensdy relleved but still on edge, stored rhe card just in case. 
Two days later the expediuon passed a ransacked farm where Mongol soldiers 



had captured two of the robbers.Their severed heads swung fiomwooden I 
poles as a warning to all who passed I 

Danger averted, the caravan continued slowly acmsa the counttysidt, moving 
at the camels' lazy pace, camping in ruined temples and abandoned farms.% 
vast prairies spread endlessly about them in all directions. Aftm many days they 
camped by the Qlia H o  River. Here the expedition discovered a marshland full of 
exotic birds on one side of the river and big game in the mounrains on the other. 

The oasis was a welcome relief from the endless monotony of the dew6 and 
offered an ideal area for collecting spccimew. They camped for five days, hunted 
and shot a variety of birds, two Mongolian antelope, and two rock goatan 

Sandstorms often funneled across the skies, engulfing the caravan in a blind- 
ing doud of dust and debds. These storms bmught two end-and and mb- 

ben. One day a sandsrorm blew ferociously among the c d  and horsts, causing 
the horses to bolt and blindmg anyone who could not shield their cyrs. Human 

voicm arose out of the noise as a clattering, gdoping band of bandits rode by. 
They did not seem interested in the Wulsins' caravan, but at the nurt ~atrring 
hole, the party was told that the robben had beheaded a man for his silver and 

ridden on. Later they passed a robber's head suspended m a wooden cage. Justice 
was swift and final m the desert. 

The caravan's daily routine was &dated by the necds of the camels. As Janet 
wrote, "We had to change our habits of life quite a litde, as the camels wouldn't 
change theirs. T k y  insist upon grazing on stubble or stones or any other trash 
fmm 4 a.m. until noon, then d g  fmm noon until dark or Iacei'nTheir 
march began at r p.m. and continued thmugh the afternoon until dark, when they 

pitched camp. The uavelm had a big brunch (or "munch") at 11 am. and dinner 
at 9 pm. after they had set up camp. Their serwns p p a r e d  an afternoon "tea" 
en route that included cocoa, ham, and occasionally even egp.The camels rested 
du&g the night and then grazed fmm dawn until zz:jo am., when the drivers 

then brought them in and gave them another feed fmm nosebags while the ardu- 
ous reloading of rmnks and boxes went on. Jusrtcc w s  swift m d ~ c  drsert. Ordos Derrrr. April ,913. 



&l&", -:. - 
Harry Emery wlfh d. WOS Drsm on the mute to Alashan, Apd 1923. 

TRe Chinese camel dr'rpers worked heir  cameh all year long, noted 
Ftedexidi. utrlike the Mongols who let the& graze for six months of the year. 

Gomequently rhc Wulsins' camels had to be "fed and watered every day. 
Btp had no big storm d fa to draw on:' and they could only travel fifteen 

m righteea m i h  a day, W&& was siow in comparison to  rhr progress they 

Id b m  abt tom& in &I a befere. Occasionally they were able to 

tmd &W but edy wder prrswe.They always paid for it "by dodoing less 
dua wrl in the n& cwo day@.'" Frederick asked his d r h  whether they 

cedd not much d y  in du day, aod bt thz c a d s  feed brfore dark. H e  
was tau that rhe cam& fcd b a t  oqly after thcy had rested.The caravan 

mer odm c~nvans meling a t  dl b u m  of  the day, but their contract 
+pcifkd r p m  for swuhg. Fredejck fclt that their camels required all rhe 
bringhe could gim &a, and said nothing more.nThe stubborn beasts 
&d thcL diyr. 

Janet, for her part, enjoyed the camels once she got used to living on their 

schedule. "Camels are Frightfully funny creatures-they are so like peop1e:'she 
wrote home to her family. "Every night when we got unloaded they would form 

in a circle, sit down and begin munching the leftover lunch. We called them the 
sewrng cucle and there was Mrs. Cabot and Mrs. Lowell and Mrs. Sears who 

always munched and gossiped together m the most supercilious way? 

THE GREAT MONGOLIAN PLATEAU 

The Great Mongolian plateau, with its grasslands, flocks of sheep and goats, and 

an occasional herd of cows, spread out before them day after day. The expedition 
often traveled well into the nrghr. A fLll or waxing moon transformed the desert 

I in its silver light, and made the mud-walled farms appear like Arabian palaces. 
Night marchmg was glorious. 

Frederick originally assumed that the caravan would be able to cross the 
Yellow river on the rae. He had, therefore, not anticipated a Mongolian jour- 

ney. Thus, accommodations across the desert were crowded. Frederick brought 

only three tents: one for Mr. Wu, Mr. Chmg, the groom, and the saddles; one 
for the cook, his works, and the other five servanu; and one for the four 
Americans. Frederick admitted that the rent was 'Ipretty crowded" for use day 

after day. He and Harry had to cake great parns to allow their wives even a 
small degree of privacy. The two men would smoke outside the tent until 

Janet and Susanne were in bed, then crawl in themselvesi in the morning, they 
would rise first and leave the ladies alone to dress. As Freder~ck sard later, "As 
a result I lost il lot of time that could have been used for sleep, writing or 

readrng if we had had separate tents, to say nothing of the obvious charms of 
privacy."" Frederick vowed to  take more tents next tune. Even at the inns and 
trading posts, space was limited. "We usually slept Four in a room, and the 

boys were very careful to put the two wives next to each other with each hus- 
band beside his lawful wlfe," Janet wrote. 



Many wn our nigbtb m p a n i o " c p u ~ r u ,  m t k  inrirttd on hying r. w r  my 6d 
fm a p i h ,  6 lrnh p ~ i u  &c w n n  told w wm morhrlPr, a SW hm shpt <be 
to Snsunnc om night w i t h  urtcring a sound and tbnr in thr morning hrstpnb into 

IVWNI~S Of abwq [om man W] a bt rdn shop & hs Of lamb drinl h, l&, 
bung mm our bra& l i h  " S d  Of DamwIrrIrrJ'i%r dqys uw sleptfir in a rmt and v t  

somc wild nigbts wbilr L Mmgolian wrndr s k o t d  a m d  us, and &oh r6r t m ~  as L' 
it wrrr mada of papw* 

Trading posts were important refuges for caravans in the desert. These 

isolated hadins posts existed about ten miles apactThey were ofken huge 

endosures with mmy room and courtyards, run by individual Chinese m- 

chants who bought hides and wool from the Mongol. and sold tea, boots ;md - 

1 hardware in return.w As the Mongols did not made. manufacture, or pill, the 
Chinese settlers ran the shops. Some of their inn enclosures were twu hundred 

yards square. with chief accommodation for the l~vestock (small herds of cattle 

and many sheep and goats) that "were the chief possession of &e Mongols . - 

and governed their lives." There was ako sufficient room for some families 10 

have separate rooms, which seemed luxurious to the tra~elers.~ In the inns 

weary mvelers would spread out their bedrolls on wooden bed platforms or in 

the courtyards. Fredetick described one inn as a "barnyard": "Both sleeping 

platforms were crowded with camel-deivers, peasants, and mders .  One look 

at th~s  squalor, and we set up our tent in the courtyard. among pigs. donkeys, 

and oxen."" 
As they moved further into the stony desert, the expedition spenf five or 

six days traveling without seeing a mdi ig  post or habiratioa 'Tor days we never 

saw a human soul, maybe in the dismce a Mongol with hi. cam& silently m- 

ing across the landscape, or a fkv Mongols with their flocks and h&." wmte 

Janet "They arc picturesque smiling people of grcat filth and huge hc~"" 
One day they passed a great c a r a m  of nearly five hundred camels laden . - 

Janer LunQcd ngnrnsr the dcrcrr wmds. Ta Shu K'o tra&ng post, Apnl 2 0 . ~ 9 ~ 1 .  '7h d?yr ,I! lk with wool and hides mming Gm or (JlineseTurkLrul, an angh,,-drY 
Ahkn I)rscn rwt rnrnr~br~~ ss wnglrd !a dd, bt11 dorat war 10 npnr. ? i t  h n  ofrrrady rna&e& and 
lhnt E bh ut C S O I I ~  af nub bmckrrb w r v  I& MII rbr bnrr wn'r r d ,  tt U ruojnn &I# 1bx 4 s  am d. The great caravan aras a w o n d d  sight The cameLP wcrc fistoond with 
rnmrarr wow, rltd I nrnglrd ro brnv m rkt mm #ad m mnd mlling wrnd and wnnl W d  Lk robes of brilliant purple, red, and yellow do& One had a ml fiinge amund his 
ajaml bnu,1l6alU-J.E.W., August 6, 1923 





hump and a fr.med plcture propped in front of  his hump. Behind him on a white 

horse u.ac scared a boy of c~ghr or nine ~rfeanng regal yellow robes. He was die 

newly lncarnatcd Living Buddha, or Hwr'uk~i,, the Mongol word for "one who 

rcrurns." "The Living Buddha at Lhaa is called Hut'ukt'u." noted Susanne, and 

"non, most Mongol monactcries lia\,e thcir orrm I~ving Buddha or avarar."',Two nd- 

ers in red quilted robes. leather boots m d  fur caps, and a lama in brilliant yellow 

torring a camcl folloard him. 

The cxa\an cont~nurd mile after nulc, watching camels graze over thc vast 

panorama spread our before hem. Mongol can~el driven often scrapped newborn 

camels to their mothen' backs or slung then1 in a bag for travel. They were carried 

all d? long for thcir first month, and d ~ d  nor begin to go the full day's march until 

thcy utere rhree months old. Janer described thcm as "rhe softest l i de  gawky things 

uith their fuzz! rrra humps that hadn't hardencd enough to st.md up."' 

T H E  SEARCH FOR WATER 
---p-pp-- -p---------........ ~ 

A month after thcir departure From Paotow, the expedition parr) was out of 

water. They entered a magnificent gorge surrounded by Mongol shrines with 

sacred piles of sticks and stones called obos and spotted camels and a few 

Mongol rents. but no spnng. They stumbled on through the dark, holding 

lanterns, until they saw a campfire fllckerrng in thc distance. They pressed on ro 

find a srardcd Mongol and h ~ s  camels. Scowling suspiciously, rhc lama grunted 

char there was watrr a licrle way to the west, recreated Into his tent, and "slammed 

the door so to speak," wrote Susanne. "After urging him in vain to gu~de us we 

stumbled on In the dark."T~nally, in the darkness, rhcy found a small spring in 

thc sand. Jancr and Susannc crawlcd on their hands and knees In the darkness, 

searching for Fuel, and returned to the camp uflr11 Janet's lcather coat Full of drred 

camel dung. At last chey built a fire and relaxed over a cup of cocoa under the 

stars. They duzstened the tiny sprlng "Sour Lama Camp" In honor of thc surly 

lama who had refused to help hem." 

From rhcn on, the quest for water was lnccssant.Tlie next day they were 

told tliat there was "dead water" ahcad, which meant that the wells they found 

might be dry. The  camels were tired as the grazing was poor, and tliey refuscd to 

travel long distances. The ream filled every possible container, including four hot 

water bottles, which ]met packed In the pockets of her rh~ao rzu. T h e  next Mongol 

trading post was forty lniles ahead. Tllere they rvoilld surely find a reliable 

spr~ng-and, Fredcrick hoped, a guide to lead them through thc last leg of  tlie~r 

desert trek toward Wang Yeh Fu. 

On  Aprll 20, after several tense days of  searching for water, they nict a 

knowledgeable Mongol who agreed to serve as a guidc. Frcdcrick was imnicnscly 

rclicvrd. "Just as we were leaving the Lord prov~ded a gu~de-a wall-eyed lndlvid- 

i1a1 raveling alone on a white donkey," he nrrotc in hls journal. "He llvcs in these 

parts and knows of abundant watcr en route.""Thcir ncw gu~dc  wore ragged 

white trousers, a purple waistcoat, a v~olct turban, and a long sheepskin coat. His 

natlve Ianguagc was Mongol, but hc spokc a Iialf-Chincsc jargon tliat everyone 

seemed to understand. Walking beside the lead camel driver. the ncw guide set out 

to Icad the party safely to rhc water that thcy so desperately nccdcd. 

The  following day thcy heard a dog barklng near several yurrs, and found 

more nomads, but little water.Tlic days grcw hotter and hotter. Dust blew into 

the eyes, mouths, cars and nostrils of  the rravelers. Evcryonc wore gogglcs and 

covered thcir faces as much as possiblc, but tlicrc was no cscaplng rhe broiling 

sun as it rose oserhead.They stopped for lunch under a canvas arvnlng, but tlic 

shadc did little to cool them. Finally, latr In thc afternoon, they d~scovcred a 

muddy trickle on the sandy ground. Caut~ously, they followcd It into thc mouth 

of  a gorgeous ravine with high red sandstone cl~ffs-a placc known locally as 

Ta Shni K'o, or "Great Water Gorgc." Witliln thr canyon, the tr~cklc bccame a 

gurgling brook: water at last! In jub~lat~on,  tlic weary travclers klckcd off tliclr 

boots and plunged t l ~ e ~ r  tired feet into the watcr. Tlic women followcd tlic 

stream up to the second waterfall, pulled off t l~ r i r  rliocs and srock~ngr, 2nd 

rejoiced as they waded. Safe at last, thcy prayed that thr worst part of tlic 

desert crosslng was now behind thrm. That  ntglit thcy canipcd in tlir rv~de 



I he >our Lama -p, whne the upedrrlon stayed dunng the long srarch tor wi\pt, Apnl IW. 

circular alcove, surrounded by cliffs of red sandstone, on a flat sandy floor cut 
by the stream of ice-cold water. 

MONGOLS I N  THE RED GORGE 

The gorge pmved to be a meeting ground, with a steady procession of lamas, 
shepherds, and merchants who stopped to water their animals. The next morning 
a long Chmese c u a m  of 140 camels passed, carrying hides and wool m the nil- 
mad in Paotw. A blond camel, with beautiful saddle bknkets. inlaid sdrmps, and 
great brass watering cans gleaming in the sunlight, lumbered in for a dnnk The 
Mongol driver followed, clad in brightly colored robes and a tall peaked fur hat 
with a turned-up brim More muted were the Buddhist lamas, who wore the 

traditional dull red or yellow cloaks. "AD the Mongols we meet are hmdly in the 

exueme," Fredecick noted in hs JOUKML'' 
"Asm~a~~mhglow,dlndwcweremming(~n.theawtof rhepIain," 

wrote Hamy, "m met.. . A M y  of Mongols, men, women and children, eadr on 
their magnificent shaggy camels, in theu mlorful cos~s.Thcg smiled b d y  
and wiggled their thumbs at the Amedcans."* "The Mongol gnering, we l n m d  
IS m w i d e  p u t  thumbs," wtote Susanne, "and now that we do that and smile on 

all occasions we get on better."" Some of the children NmblecE off their camls in 

such haste chat they fXl fk2 but no one n o r i d  M of them found the amas 

hscinating.The old lady, "a frolicsome old dameC who stood about f b u r h  high, 
wore a shmy gray-gmn gown that had once bem purple, a yellow p&d ~ O M C Z  

goggles of horsehair nerting, and a yellow do& sapped wu her mouth to keep 

out the wind (see page 79). Her guat leather d a r n e d  Mongol boom were as 



The camels stmll to& warer and grvlng landr on rhe htllr~dcs &cr thc drserr mrrmng, 
Ta Shu~ K'o oase, lnncr Mongolta, Apnl 1923. 



A Mongol family wtth camels. Ta Shui R40 oasis, lmer Mongolia. A p d  22, rgq. 

large as Fredericki, and she gleefully played a game of comparing foot size with 

him, stamping delightedly on his feet with roars of laughter. She was intrigued by 

the women-the first Western women she had ever seen, and felt them up and 

down to make certain of their sex. She rode the largest and most magdcent 

camel they had ever seen, with fat, stiff humps and thick fur as a testament to his 

health? "Grandma:' as she was affectionately nicknamed, wiggled her thumbs 

excitedly and proceeded to charm the party. She danced amund Janet's small doo- 

key, feigning fear and laughing all  the time. At eighty years old she was considered 

a lama in her own right." After the Mongols had directed the travelen to the n u t  

well, the two parties separated with friendly greetings and shoots across the desert. 

Everyone felt that they had met "the Mongolian of the  mongol^."^^ 
For the next few days, their one-eyed Mongol guide on his white donkey suc- 

cessfully led them to another great water gorge and, eventually, acmss several long 

stretches of dry, sandy desert. "Though his estimates of distance were Mgue in the 

A Mongol gandmorhcr in her gogglcj with her daughter-~n-law and grandchi1d.X Shui K'o 
oasis, Innrr Mongolia. April zz, $9~3. 

extreme, he always found water for us at night," mote Frederick in relief- For ow 

days they crossed high sand dunes thickly studded with dry, gnarled, miniature ma. 

so stunted by their hatsh environment that they grew only a few feet call. 

One night, however, it became dear that even the guide had lost hi way. At 

ten o'clock one of the camels fell and rehwd to get up. Frederick sent Mr. Wu and 

the camel driver ahead to look for water. An hour later Mr. Wu fired a rifle shot 

&m the distance to signal thar he had found water at kst, and midnight 

approached, the Chinese "army" hurried to set up camp at the d. Fu, the cook. 

prepared a satisfying late-night meal, and Janet and Frederick were eager to crawl 

into theu tent for the night Af?er dinner, Frederick bid Mr. Wu goodnight with his 

usual Chinese salutation of "Nin M mho (Have you eaten) ?"Mr. Wu said noth- 

ing. Frederick pressed the point, and discovered that none of the S& had eaten 

h e r :  apparently the well water was too salty for even camels to drink.Thc horsa 

had sniffed the water and refused m touch it, and the servants mre unable to use it 



for cooking. Mr. \Vu and the others were going to bed hungry and diinty afrer hav- 

ing senrcd the Americans a dinner of  soup and cool nater (mm the previous n~ghr's 

n-cU. Janer and Frederick, touched b!. their staff's quiet generosity, gave Mr. Wu and 

thc others ems of soup and the last fen. cups of wvatcr From thc~r  canteens. 

1r appeared thar the expedit~on's water bags had remained mistakenly 

unfilled from rhc I x t  watering Iiole. Such carelcssncss rcsulted in much finger- 

pointing and blame despitc thc fact that Fredcrick had been warned that the arca 

was fvll of alkal~ a~eUs. Nerves urcrc on edge. Finally the guidc found a well somc 

five miles an.a! With natcr, the Mongolian dcscrt m a place of  vast, harsh beau- 

C).: n~~ thour  \\,ater, the expedition learned, it could quickly become deadly. 

Harry, meanwhilc, a,as ~mpatient to  keep going. He had rcgalned liis health 

and phys~cal stamina, and bragged that, although 6 4 ,  he was in better shape than 

any of  the younger men. Each day he rose early, started the fires. walked a few 

milcs out into the desert. and rcrurncd to rouse die rest of  the parr): He felt that 

the exped~tion lacked order, and shared h ~ s  thoughrs with Susannc and his sistcr 

far awa!. In Providence. Rhode Island. As an cconomlsr and businerr leader, he 

was used to precis~on and order. Life In thc desert offered neither. Frcderick 

copcd as best he could with h ~ s  "team," the ca~ncls. the collections, and the uncx- 

pcctcd demands of the journey. Harv 's  detcr~ninarion to bcat his "enemy" had 

p a ~ d  off, however, and Frederick was relievcd to report that Harry had "straight- 

ened our completely and 1s a charming and considcrate companion."o' Frcdcrick 

complained to his mother, however, thar "two women in a party are four rlmcs as 

much uoublc as onc, and one is morc trouble than four men."* He planned to go 

alone on h ~ s  next expcdit~on. 

Ahrr  over a month of hard trai~el. the expedition gtcw weary. Mr. \Vu rvas 

ttred of negot~ating the constant conflicts that arose beru~een thr camel drivers. 

grooms, gu~des, and Fu, the tcmperamenral cook. His cholcc of  cook, a tinker 

whom hr had hlred in Pek~ng, had proved a poor onc, as he was argumentatlvr 

and moody. As Frederick complained. "Ch~nesc cooks arc plenty In Kansu, and 

this man will have a chancc to walk home unless he reforms vcry soon."". 

Noncthcless, all agreed that there would be no rupture for fear that hc mlght 

desert them. The motto became, "Once aboard the camel the cook is ours."* 

On  che night of  April 24 they made camp at a spot they called "Mud Well 

Camp." where the tcam despcratcly dug a makeshift well. The  water was so muddy 

that It was barely fit for the aniinals to drlnk. They lined the well w~rli a tin can 

and waited overnight for the mud to settle. Dcspitc a licrce desert wind tliat raged 

all n~ght ,  shaking the walls of thc rents and l~owling across thc dunes, rhe wcll 

water sctcled enough by dawn for thc cxpcd~tion p.arty to fill their cantccns. Janct 

figured rhat a little morc mud wouldn't hurt hcr. 

The  morning of  April 25 dawned gray and dreary, and by afternoon the 

orpcdit~on was caught in a nasty hailstorm. They stood with thc~r  backs to tlic 

w ~ n d  for an hour, and finally pushed fonvard when thr icy gusts subs~drd. As they 

sky clcarcd, they beheld a watcrlikc sheen In the distancc each tlmc they came to 

the top of  a rise. They pressed on toward tlic shimmcr~ng lake, hoplng It would 

provc to bc more than a miragc. Thc  descrt had many illusionary tr~cks, and the 

weary travclers had learned to suspect rhclr first imprcsrzons. 

T H E  S A L T  W O R K S  
..... . 

Ar thrcr In the afternoon, after crossing a scrlcs of duncs but ncvcr encountcting the 

lake, dicy came to a large stonc-lincd wcll next to a wcll-bu~lt Chinese housc. Thr  

caravan liad finally arrivrd at the tradtng post of G, LanTa~ Yen Yen Hou-thc Salt 

Housr-wlicrc they found an excellent well, a well-krpt road, and good grztng for 

thc an~mds  as wcll as a bcaut~hl  camps~tc.TIi~s trad~ng post, on thc rdgc of h~gh  

sand dunes, was surtoundcd by vasr salt firlds. Salt was thc Inosr hlghly valucd nat- 

ural rcsourcr of die dcrcrt, and rhr only sourcr of  wealrli. Salt admin~srrators rvcre 

always powcdul and rid1 mcn, and control of salt wclls was firrccly conrcstrd and 

often Icd to bloodshed. Herc Janct and 1-rcdcr~ck mcr several armcd sold~crs ~n rhc 

small community that ivorkcd thc salt wclls. 



As the weary travelers soon discovered, saltwater pools were wonderful for 

bathing.They disappeared out into the desert until they found a good deep pit, 

stripped off their clothes, and plunged in.The water was so salty that they floated 

or swam in any position. Sulanne posed with her arms, her feet, and her head all 

raised without sinking.The temperature was cool enough to be refreshing. When 

they came out and dr~ed in the sun they all looked as if they had been roUcd m 

flour, and had to peel the salt from their bodies in layers: 

The expedition now began to sense that their desert crossing was drawing to a 

close. They relaxed for a few days, watered their animals and let them g rve  on the 

stubby desert grass, and explored the neighboring sandy hill. Janer and Susanne 

hiked to the top of a secluded dune where they sunbathed and watched a convoy of 

black beetles crisscrossing the sand. With water and some resr, tempers were restored 

and high spincs returned. 

At the Salt House the expeditioni faithful one-eyrd guide, with h ~ s  fleece coat 

of  many colors, his purple turban, and his whlte donkey, bid farewell and returned 

to his territory.Their new gu~de was a tall, slender Chinese man, tvlth a long queue 

hang~ng down from under his black velvet bonnet. He wore blue cotton Chinese 

trousers, black leather Mongol boots wlth green trimrmng, and a gray corron shirt 

with a 111~11 standing collar and long sleeves piped with black. Around his waist were 

tied various colored scarves with silver and embroidery. He often srood ~notionlcss 

smoklng his long pipe with its green jade mouthpiece clamped In his teeth:- He 

was originally from Paorow, but had grown up In this rcglon and worked in the sdr 

works. Fredcrlck p r d  h rn~  6r.e dollars to p d c  the caravan to Wang Yell Fu, with a 

onc-dollar bonus ~f he p d e d  thcm safely our of  thc desert. 

After rhe Salt Well Camp the caravan came to a partlng of the rra~ls, one 

Icad~ng sourlnr~rst to western Kansu, and the other south to W a ~ g  Ych Fu, a hun- 

dred mllcs .lway.Thr fo l low~n~  two days the parr). "ate birterness" again as dley 

sn~mblrd along poor tl-ads and srarched for hidden wells. High wlnds blew a ~ d  

fillcd rhc~r cycs with sand. Thc camels grrw incrcas~ngly weak, and at rimss the &I- 

vers liad to flog thcrn onwards. Skeletons of dead animals I~ttcrcd rhc sands sur- 

round~ng thc wclls. Camels lackcd thr sp~rit of horses and men, rhc camel driven 

expla~ned; once worn out and discouraged, they lie d o m  with helr loads on their 

back,, and refuse water and food until they die--somerimes only feet from the 

weUs."'The expedition struggled on. 

The markers in the desert now changed from piles of stones to high stack, of 

twisted branches and roors called obm, which marked the trails. Each time a caravan 

passed, the travelers would deposit a branch on top of the pde. These large obos 

domed the landscape and gave the guide mysterious direcrions, obscure to the for- 

eign mvelers. The branches  roda aimed the aMilab~lity of mes, and where them 

were trees, there was water. The caravan lumbered on. 

T H E  FINAL OASIS 

More sand dunes rose ahead.The m e L  mode on undaunted, but evev man on the 

team had to push and puU the carrs through the deep sand.Thrs slowed the journey 

down and they crawled through the heavy duna from Hato Kutuga. with irs s d  

trading post, to U DjorTau Li. Finally, the counuyside flattmrd. At Cha Hor Lci 

they camped at the rtte of a ruined trading post near a large, dear spring. Here they 

met a caravan of one of the local lords. Ta Tung Kung, who arnvcd with Mongol 

soldiers as escorts. A beauuful Mongol giil was also at the well w~th her camels. Janer 

and Susanne wrre a novelty to the Mongol and she showed off her beaurild ear- 

rings and elaborate coihre. Janet, m turn, displayed her watch, h ~ g  Irghrs, and 

sewing k~r. She gave dlr girl a needle and some chocolate, condudrng t h ~ t  they had 

been able to express themselves "in the universal languagc of  womanhood."-' 

The next morning the carax-m was awakened by a p u p  of stallrons, mares. 

.and colts that arrived at the well for a drink. Later, more caravans arrived. Dawn 

bmugllt a group of Mongol women with she-camels and rhrlr young, a dock of 

baby camels of all ages and colors, including a parr of pure white her-month-olds. 

The oasis grcw buster as the mornlng progressed with flocks of goats and sheep. 

camels and I~orscs, some fierce Mongol dogs and mules. Them was a continual a r -  

cus prrforming for thc e~~ed i r ion  as rhry sat happllr In silcncc on the gr;uis. 



T11c camvm unloadcd for the nlght, ~radtng post yad. Ch-ang Fan Ch-urn. Inner Mongol~a. 
Apnl z 19s. 

Rtgln: Chao rnlr rlslng with Jann rnr~de (lefi), March 16, r g z l  There large "poodle bskerr," as 
Frcdenck called them, were built on wooden frames, the bottoms wovcn wtrh ropcs, and cov- 

ered wide  and out with heay blue Ch~nese doth.The frames had to bc perfectly balanced 
across the c m e l l  ba& ' 
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R~ghf R u d  Tibrtan kttchcn w ~ t h  bms, pewter. and copprr cookmg uienr~lr. hchacn. 
Septcmbcr qq. 







A wedthy Mongol bridal 
couple portng for rheir 
wedding plcwrt, Wnng Ych 
Fu, May 1923. 

Rlgfic A Mongol family in 
rheir fincry pore for rlieir 
first family portrait. Wnng 
Ych Fu, May ~ g z j .  



The Cide lrpaplufc~~plt altar with pmywgdlnls.WPngY& Fu, May ~pq .  



Monk prostrate m hunt of rhr G a t  Chanung Hd. Ktmbum, 
Augur r q q  "On L pab g L Gllm k n p 4  pbnu pmmr I ~ I M  ant 

bnndnd ",no, d u d  thr bmnlr an tuar ntrr g- tuhn h r f i  and brud m&" 
-]E W.. August 1-3. ,913 





Panorama of the Great Monastery a L b m g ,  A u p r  I92j. 

Abor  The golden nupa at Labran5 Trbcr, seen fram aLsDu rhc nvrr. 
August 1923. 



Temple courtyards m purcT~betan style, rhr Grear Monastery at Kumbum. 
Qmghar. Seprembcr 192.3. 

Rtht Prayer wheels m the couqard of the monastery at Kwnbum, Qmgha~, 
September 1923. 







Monks an temple s r m .  Kumbum, Qinghai. August 192$ 

Abovr CO+ ncu the GoldmTrmpIc:TbeTernple of theThousand Buddhas. 
Kumbwn, Qinghar, Augurt r9z3 ". . h d m &  pf briar thm .. Ar !by f b d  fbry 
rmantrd ajagnr of sound % -pp% I,  wu onr h mm a~mdrutrg S@ m4 

madr rh I nQr saw or hidU-J.E.W.. August I-3,19q 
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The lntrr~or of rlrc Grr~r Clbanrtrng l - G I I  dr the L.~m.>,cr~ nr C l , o n l .  ,'Ofrpatt,.tl dqs .  
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R g h r : A l w r  In Great Chanting HdI. Clronc. August ~ g z b  
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'he expedxtion pauses in 
heTibetan graalands. 
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A ~ i c d  blackTibetan tent made of yak ha~r, Qmghat, Scprcrnber ,gz+. 



Tibetan cowboys rounding up yaks near Me Kakonor. Qinghd. Seprcmlxr 191). 









THE KINGDOM OF WAWG YEH FU 

The exptirion had now finally reached the end of its long camel journey 
across rhc desert They had trawmed 450 miles over and, desolate plains, 
d u g  fix twenty-nine days and pausmg b r  ten to collect specimens, 

rest, and shelter themselves agam violmt dust storms?They were tired 

and dirty, but exhihated to find themselves m a verdant landscape.'- 
At sunset, six days fiom the Salt House, Janet was ovGjoyed to 

+pse a firdouse with trees and a brook in the distance. They rode 

on, and so013 green fields with lush grass and a roaring atream welcomed 
them from rhc desert That night they camped by the swam. Janet 11s- 
cened to the animals g d g  and the stream flowing as she fell asleep. 

On the following morning. May 3,1923, the caravan rode on, catch- 
ing giimp~es through an occasional gap in the hills of the medreval walls 

and towers of Wang Yeb Fu. capttal of the Mongolian stare of Alashan, 
At last the meandering city wall came into view, "a fairy city mth cts tow- 

ers. and pagoda. its fresh green trees that our eyes devoured, and its old 
h temple of brilliant colors and peaceful courtyards."'* A11 was sdhou- 

etted against rhe snow-capped, ragged crests of the Ho Lan Shan 
M o u n h  on the fir horizon while Mongol caavans passed slowly m 

the distance. 

As they proceeded through the outskiits of the town, they passed 
busy farms with trees, lively brooks, and large cultivated gardens. 

Suddenly, from a a d  nse, Janec saw the full panorama spread out 
before her. Ancient adobe bridr walls surrounded the town m a long 

oval. High. pagoda-& watchtowers perched above the d, reminding 
Janet of those m orientai manusnrpts. On each side of the walls she saw 
large open gardens. and low houses, more spacious &an those she had 
s a n  I e w k r e  in Mongolia. The walled town was surrounded by green 

hi& with dense forms on all sides, which added to the weary travelers' 
sens&on that they had &ally stumbled onto Sbangri-Les* 

fhr east wali sf WangYeh Fu, May 197.3. 



Janet reflected: 
DC dnys in L A k h m  Lkurt  W C  something 

rtpcaf. E n  bun o f  r tra4 rnanbmg and tben a 

- 
WC *glad W did, but don't want to 

hob m L sand o f  mrb bwkirh waln that 

L borru won't tourb it, is nofun. Lint thorr days a n  mmroria now, and l a m  glcui 

to h c  scc~t those aarm and arm ofsand, mlllng rand, and w ~ r d  dwarjd t m q  hkr afor- 

u t  bnuitcbrd!V 

The kingdom of Atshan stretched for about three hundred mdes from east 
to west, with irs southern edge resting on the Great Wall of China and its northern 
border lost in the Gobi Desert. It had been established in r160, when the Eleuth 
Mongols defeated the Khollre~t Mongols from the Tibetan regton of Kokonor. The 
victorious tribe then sought recognition &m the empemr of Chma, who gmted 
them the lands and ordained the new territory of Alashan under Chinese adminis- 

tration. The pmvmce eventually raduded a mixed populauon of appronmately 
duee hundred thousand Mongols, Manchus, and Chmese.The walls of Wang Yeh 
Fu s d  bore a Chxnese insu~puon to commemorate the ciy's founding. 

The people of Alashan wete primarily nomadic h d m e n ,  although thext 

was something of an official court ln WangYeh Fu. The kings of Alashan had 
become popular with the emperors of the late Manchu dynasties, and they married 

several daughters of the Impend b i l y .  Consequently, a few rich Manchu fam~lies 
sdll remained in this remote kingdornThe present government was a monarchy 
under old Mongol laws.The Jung derived his wealth from the export of salt, the 
equdent  of gold in the desert The salt was shipped from Tongkow, the other 
small ay 1n Alashan, down the YeUow River to Peking by nft These salt revenues 
served to finance the !ungdoa 

The lang hunself hved in P e b g  and left the adnudistracton to his younger 
bmther, the regent of Ahhan, who soon became a great friend of the W U ~ I N .  

Howeverer the real power lay with the Chinese magistrate at the Chime garrison 
nearby, as Alashan shared the fate of other prin~ipdittes of Inner Mongoha--the 
gradual encroachment by Chinese settlers onto a g r i c u l d  lands. It was evident to 
Janet and Frehrtck that soon most of the lands of Inner Mwgolta would 
become Chinese h m ,  or boroughs. 



\VangYeh Fu irw scp.vated from &c Chinese valley of the Yelloiv River by 

thc high, narrow range of  mountains, the H o  La11 Shan. which towerrd up ten 

thousand fcet The  tourn encolnpasscd one arrlt,~ lnrna temple, in half-Tibetan style; 

thc Kingi semi-modern liousc, set behind a largc garden: theywzm or government 

officc, a row of  plain brick build~ngs bchind an ornamental arch: and thc homes of  

many lamas and rich Mongols, who llved in spaclous houses with fine furn~shings." 

As soon as the caravan mavcrsed the dirt road over a wooden bridge w ~ t h  

mud parapets into the town, they happ~ly paid off the camrl drivers, and were 

rather unceremoniously dumped In the muddy courtyard of  a rundown Ch~ncsc 

Inn with low rooms opening onto thc courtyard. Janct dcscribed the scene: 

"Thr  roof has just leaked onto my bcd, and we are in one of  the filthiest holes 

~maginablc. I am huddled in a fur [shceprkin] coat wlth my feet encased in llugc 

boors. which arc resting on the table to  keep them off the damp, mud f l ~ o r . " ' ~  

Over chc next threc days. Janct and Fredcr~ck wcrc objects of  fasc~nat~on 

for crowds of  curious toa~nspeoplc wlio carnc to have a good look at rhc unusu- 

a1 strangers. T h c  crowd garhcrcd around rhc doors and windows to starc insidc 

and wandered Into the rooms rhe momcnr Janct and Frederick turned their 

backs. For rhrcc days, they could find no prlvacy. "When WC closed thc door of 

our room rhc more curlous would squcczc close to  the window, block out all 

the light. and poke holes through the paper windowpanes with their fingers.""' 

wrorc Frederlck. In dcspcrarion, he and Janet washed thcir hands and flung thc 

suds and water Into the courtyard, caurlng a shower chat allowed thcm a rcmpo- 

rary reprieve from prylng eyes. When all clsc failed, they resorted to climbing 

onto the roof and pulling the ladder up bchind them. 

They finally found comfortable new quarters in the housc of  Mr. Mung. 

the postmaster, whom Janet described as "a slircwd Chinese who has become 

almost a Mongol, but rho' suave in manner he is a rascal in reality."'" Mr. Mung 

was a prominent clclzen who ran thc gram and feed store, the wlne shop, and thr 

post officc. O n  thc lower level of h ~ s  grain shop was a d o n k ~ ~ - ~ o w c r c d  flour 

niill. Wear~ng a long black p ~ g t a ~ l  and richly brocaded robes, he served as rhc 

p t d r  throughout thclr month-long stay (see page 116). 

Tlie Wulsins' house, on "East Wall Strcct" ncar the main gates, was quict 

and beautiful, with a kitchen, a taxidermy room, and wooden lattice shutters 

wvclcoming the cool brcczc from the surrounding hills. Janet and Frcderick rcnt- 

cd SIX rooms to share with the E~nerys, for which they paid the cqulvalcnt of  a 

dime a day per room. T h e  staff stayed in the inn, nearby. As a protection 

against lice they had the rooms whitewashed, then procecdcd to  set up tlic~r 

camp cots, stack rhc~r  books In a corner, and install themselves In rclattvc com- 

fort after thcir long descrt joi~rncy."' 

Janet settled Into her new home with pleasure. "The weather was perfect. 

food was plent~ful and if you cvcr raw joy radiate from humans you ought to 

have seen us when we ate our first spinach. WC hadn't tasted a grccn thing for 

weeks," she wrote."' Shc colnm~ss~oncd thc v~llagc carpenter to  create a few 

pieces of  officc furniture for Frcdcrick and large work tables for r l~c rax~drr- 

nitsts to  work on the~r  spccinicns. From thc rooftop, Janct could sec Wang Ych 

Fu spread out around her, the wallcd c ~ t y  rising to  the north and tlic flat roofs 

shaded by groves o f  trccs. Thrcc ~ n u d  forts on the northern wall broke the sky- 

line. Each evenlng slic watclird the town trumpeters sound thc dally rcrrcat 

from rlie~r medzeval rowcrs."' 

O n  hcr frcqucnt strolls along tlir czty walls, Jancc pisscd lamas In thcir 

deep red robes, sold~crs off duty, officials wlio still rvorc thc colorcd caps w ~ t h  

buttons of formcr Manchu tllnrs, and rlch Manchu lad~cs in fine s~lks  who 

strollcd wlth dignity on tlny fcct. Wang Ycli Fu was a spccial onsls for Jancr. 

Tlicrc she and Frcdcrick found privacy and tlnltcd In thc~l. cffortr to docunicnr 

the fasc~natlng llfc of the town. 

Janet and Frcdcrlck's days wcrc busy. as rhcy created a ~nakcsliifr dark- 

room In their housr and roa~nrd Wang Yrli I:u, taking pliotograt~l~s tllat rhcy 

in thctr darkroom larc at nlglit. Jancr hclpcd devclop all of ~ h c  fil~il. 

and carefully inw~cnror~rd rach nrgnrlvc In 51nall ncgatlvc b~ndcrs tlinr survlrc ro 

t111s day."' 

T h r  long strcct of  blacksmlrlis, copl,crs~n~ths, and carpcntctr bcc.lnic tlirlr 

favorrte pliotograph~c Ii~nntzng grot~nd.Tllr carpcntcrs r~scd logs thar Iind brcn 



Trumpears round the rrrmar from ~ h r  ramparts of WangYch Fu at dusk, May 1923. 

transported by donkeys down h the mountains, swing them with Lge old- 
bhioned Chinese double sam.They built frameworks and law d o o w  fot 
yurts, small portable cupboards. &D and boxes, watering mu&. and woden 
&p fot d a n t  webP Nutbp, roppemmiths hammered our large circular wam 

&, nearly two Feet in diameter, to be hung from camel packsaddLs.They also 

forged pots for tea and and cooking pots. 
Most of thc commerce flourished on the shady side smca rhar opened 

onto the main street of the m. A m&t usually stood behind his countet 

with his warn piled on shelm behind him. Him apprenticu, h long blue pwm, 

dashed back and fonh m tend the s c m  or bring goods km the back m o a T h c  
smaller merchants set up awnings in the smet and spread their wara out on rfre 
ground The btcksmiths set up their anviIs and bgrs before a dimrb house 
under an awning, and worked right on tbE skeet Dyers hung Long skips of drip 
ping blue cotton dorh to  dry in =quested nooh throughout rhc town. DDWII in 

the stony screams, h&-halted young mm set sheepskins and goadchs to soak, 
then beat and scraped them for market 

On the main s tmL the big aadiog companies esdlished themsdws 

behind imposing Chin- gateways in large murcyands. Here Lrge cpmel caravans 

unloaded their warrs. In the quier side tooms off the counyud, merchants sipped 
tea while b@g ruthlessly. Most goods came to rhe cown by Q R M ~  One day 
the town would be flooded wirh sramped tin &ins, and the nexr wwk none 
could be found. The MO+ From rhe region came into mwn to h p ,  1- 
thew cam& from booth to booth. Once loaded. they returned to the desert" 

Janet and Fsedcrick were Fdaeired by the short stocky Atstun Mongoh, 
with their mund faces and weather-beaten btonzed skin, who m diffknt fmm 
rhe Mongols they had enco~tued h the desert Their eycr wm da& bmMl and 
their hair was bkck and straight, d y  worn long. In nearby Ifw, rhc Women 

wore their hair in great horns mated by filling the hak with glue and letting it 
dry m that shape. Jmet tried to photograph them, but rhey wece m0 S ~ ~ ~ ~ e  

Mongol hrmea who came to town wore a ~ o ~ u s  h o b d e d  boo= with &S 

stiff soles that required them to mdgc with their sbouldm f o d  rheirhepy 



feet set down ns if shunps.*The local population was wried and i n s p d  the 

pho=Qg*. 
Janer and Fredaick now had new insights on field dnnloping. Fderick 

d m % d  their &allmges 

l f i d  ?&D I opcn tank r j u ~ r n  of drvrlping nufikn 4 vay d. n.n ~ n l y  rwo 

m1 eh; ILII one m ~ ( t  wrk at nipbt, undsamdmcs Llte,fDr Luk o j  P dark 

nmm, md th it IS d@nd to81 aioug6 wb W. North Chna IS p i k  r dry 
rwng, end Mongolia ir wy dry h d d .  R m  is amrd to our A w e  in town in buckets, 

and & in big ru&num jam. Z w b  q b t  W nine h q x j  mtfibq using a 

np8on, yar need nra* hw jws o f  W, ad hw mon jwsfm it fo m n  inra O M p u  

r m t  mist t h  many. Lyou hut 10 h a moI*jrUing in rlmngb door all dr nmt 
w i i  &&R'" 

To m i d  &S dumsg performance, Frederick asked hrs brother, Lucien, to 
smd him an b m b i e  & Fitch portable darkroom. These wm made to order 
and d & monrhs to arrive in China. Nonetheless, F~derick wanted a solu- 
don m the d d m o m  pmbl-no matter how long it took.- 

He continued "The National GeognpIllc Society persuaded me m buy a 
4 X 5 view camera, 6t only for tcipod work. I have found that it is no better than 

thc Grab fol tripod work--less coma'ent, in fia--and vuy much below the 
Gfiea 61 everything else.. .. Altogether, I think it is a lemon!""' 

The umcrar survived the deserr crossing, but F~derick's guns were in 

serious disrepair. A rifle sight was broken, as well as a shotgun stock, and the 
Park 32 was so full of sand that it had to be dismantled entirely. There was 

abe a d v m  out of order. A mnarkablc gunsmith ftom the Shanghai arsenal, 
who meaded the loul soldiers' rifles and worked on the side for special clients, 

repaired the guns. F ~ d m ' c k  M never seen be- work in either New York 

ot Paris.- 
The ueban Mongols of WangYeh Fu were reIatively rich. They owned pros- 

ponu fymr wirh irrigated fiuit and vegetable gardens adjoining their houses on 
& edge of the town, but rtreir gardeners were usually Chinese. In general, 

Qlinlre 4 adminismed mmr of the work and trading for the krgely Mongol 

A I d  lama sltring with Mc Mung (right), the e*peditioria h d l d  and guide hughour 
their suy m Wang Yeh Fw, May ~923. 

ppulation One member of the WuIsin party asked W. Wu what a cerainman 

did for a living. He mfied, "Oh, he5 a Mongol and he just Eves there?l Most of 

rhe local Mongols were tradqs cirmiqor govement officials who followed locd- 
ized forms of Chinese customs. 

An ivmduetion to the wyal family allowed Jmt and Frederidr to paw 
through a specid p o d  of local life rawly seen by fonigna. The rpgent of 
i-Ua&n, the younger brotha ef the khg, remained m ingXh Fu by m+ 

command. He PYM half Mongoland uld Man&, and spoke both Mongol and 
Chinw. He W LlteIhgent, somewhac traded, and studr in whar FxdetiJr 
described a "this hole" with "nothing to do, and scarce a shadow of pow~."' 

Slim and elegant in his bkck silk long Chinese gown, he was fascinad by 
Freduick's cametas and guns, and did not heatate to drop in at their compotmd 



at odd hours of the day or evening. One day he interrupted Fredctick having a 
haircut, but, undeterred, continued his frimdy questioning. He and Fredcrick 
became great friends.The regent qtuzzed him endlessly about machinery, customs, 
and pohcs. He inquired if fake moustaches were much used m Ametica. He 

mewed this as a serious questton, and insisted on a serious answer."$ 
Janet became friendly with the Iocd women The dowager mother took a 

fancy to het, and grearly admired her hair and her slmple Western clothes. Janet 
described her as "a dear old Manchu Iady who had martied the h e r  Mongol 
PnnceVm6 who "urged us to smoke her water pipe and admized [my] bobbed hau 
and stmked [my] hands."m 

One evening the prince entertained them at a "ghastly Mongol feast of 
fearful greasy, dirty dough cakes galore."*Thcy, in Nrn, invited the royal family 

to dine several times at theu compound, serving them canned foreign food and 
cigars. Despite "the awful, greasy concomon mmba [batley mush]" frequently 

offered to her, Janet found thls new friendship "delighcfd" and she spent 
happy hours with the women of the regent's family. Some of the women had 

traveled to Peking and were far more cosmopolitan m their dress and customs 
than the local Mongols. They were very small and delicate and smiled only with 
their eyes cast down. The spirtted dowager mother, however. dressed in the fash- 
ions of the late empress dowager, Tsu-Hsi, in silks and brocades, wore elaborate 
headdresses, and looked Janet straight in the eye. Although she smoked often, 
she tried to conceal her water pipe from Janett camera!a She was, in true 
Chinese fashion, the power behind the throne, and ran the household as the 
mother of the prince (see page 1x9). 

Aside from photography, Janet busied henelf with chronicling the p m g  
inventory of mammals, birds, flora, and fauna that the team was coueaing from 
the high mountain gorges nearby. Mr. Wu had ~ru ted  big md in Chinese 

throughout the town offering to ~urchase any animals. Soon a steady stream of 
people invaded their courtyard, from old men with a few eagle fcathen to small 
boys with very active mice held by the tat. Mr. Wu. Mr. Ching, the bot-ntist. and ~ h ,  R~~~~~ of~ lashm ,,,:he m+ wirh ~ r r d ~ ~ k ' ~  wa -m on a m+ 

the taxidmnisu did the more serious collecting by scouring the nearby mountains WqYch Fu, &9 1923. 



#Mow1 We f*) b ~ & & ~ k d c t  and &t W her mrber anunptl r0 ~ o k f d  
IkcF *h hrrS Lwwa,WsrrgT&~ x9a. 



and the high plateau for specimen~.'~The desert offered little in comparison with 

this lush countryside. 

As in Shansi, Janet and Frederick again gained reputations as healers, and 

their courtyard again became the center of a primitive clinic. Janet administered as 

best she could to the ills of the population. She now had a wider m g e  of medi- 

cines than in Shansi, and could, at times, dean infections and bind wounds effec- 

tively. The people were, by and large, healthy, but smallpox was a scourge. 

UIIf~rtunately. Janet had no inoculation serum with her. Often the locals had their 

o m  medical solutions. One herdsman came to the clinic with a high fever, and was 

given quinine and ordered rest and a light diet. The following day, Janet saw him 

outside the chief Buddhist temple, engaged in a long series of prayers and prosta- 

dons chat had been prescribed by a lama as an infallible remedy for  fever!^ 

In between adding to the collections, processing photographs, and cata- 

loging new specimens. Janet and Frederick led a growing social life. Although 

the townspeople of Wang Yeh Fu had initially viewed them with a mixture of 

suspicion and curiosity, their warm reception by the regent of Alashan and his 

family encouraged the rest of the community. Once the royal family had given 

their permission to be photographed, word went out throughout the town, and 

soon "all the great and powerful of the town came to F. Frederick] to be pho- 

tographed or doctored."'ls With royal approval, Janet and Frederick pho- 

tographed the wedding of the daughter of a rich local merchant. In their wed- 

ding portrait the young couple is seated on either side of a table in typical 

Wang Yeh Fu headdresses with their prized wedding gift, a dock, displayed 

between them. The wedding's hosts "tried to get us drunk on all sorts of evd- 

tasting drinks. This is a favorite Mongol joke:"!' wrote Janet.The foreigners 

were gradually becoming an accepted part of the life of the town. 

The Wulsins were entertained often by their new friends, who included a 

Manchu family that lived in the southwest suburb, the local sculptor, a wander- 

ing Mongol named Yang, the town jeweler, and Mr. R ,  the king's representative. 

Mr. Wu, who spoke both Mongolian and Chinese, often translated during these 
social occasions, enabling the conversation to move more easily. 

The mother o f  the Pnncc of Allshan with h a  daughter mdgmdchildrm m the myll pvil- 
ion. Wang Ych Fu. May Igrj. 

Their growing cirde of friends also included the "High Lama Priest," 

who had been to Lhasa, the greatest holy lamasery inTibet He allowed Janet to 

amend the services in the lovely old temple, which was half Tibetan and half 

Chinese in architecture-a singular honor, rarely accorded to womeo. She 

described the service as "barbaric in sound, great drums, gongs, trumpets six 

feet long, small bells and the weird chanting of the 'suPas:"'* 

Fredericki first impulse was to be skeptical of the lamas. However, as 

time went by, he admitted, 

as o~ugrts to know individwl h a s  bmn, on<$ impdon &mp, Many an snuibb, kind 

and dorout tnsz. a i r  nligiort o f i  no m m  v iob t  insnb m h buman i n h k  t h  rant 

orbra. . .Its on L Mongols L brm m~IInl?fmm L Ginr r r  p i n t  of vim,fm it 

L modmurd h Mo~go l  fhiat fwgon mdg iwn  b a n n h  mtploymrnr m L m m  (U* 

rnindtd, ksidrr lnodnating f b t p d  of rbrpplafion. " 



The of du rcmple in W q Y e h  Fu. May xgq. 

b i d e  of the rown was a smaller country temple refared to as "the Little 

p"plarTrceTanple"(see pages p and u~).This was a favorite haunt of rhe WuEins'. 

They madE 6rimds with the twn lamas and were allowed to  photogtaph them as well 

as h e  alur of the tanple M d its gilded Buddhas and flower offedngs. 

After hrrc 4 of promsing and labcling their film Janet and Frederick 
cadidly dispdcd more chan three hundred photographs back across the desert 

m Fek;lg-ad e v e a d l y  to b k  Cnosvenor at the Nauonal Geographic Society. 
Jnnct &ought some of them m e  unusually lowly and prayed that Mr. Grosvenor 

waJd agree.* 

During h stay in Wang Yeh Fu, Janet sensed that she had communicated 
wih the p p l e  wund het  She felt settled, and she had reestablished her reIa- 

sionrhip with Frederick & their gruelirrg passage across the desert. Durimg the~r 
smy, F&& wrote a brief note to the EUiotts saying thar they had a " s w d  

daughter,"'" whim conveyed much about his own happiness. Little wonder that 

Janet was reluctant to leave the aanquility of WangYeh Fu after what she cded  a 

"p&a month."'" 

The= departure was delayed by an important religious fesaval, traditionally 
held on the first fifteen days of the fourth month.There were noisy services, of 

"much banging of gongs and blowing of horns and &g off of powder," accord- 
ing to Frederick.'"Their departure was hrther delayed for six days by the late 
arrival of the carts for the next leg of their journey. Mr. Mung, who was m 

charge of their transport, seemed pleased that the delay would earn him another 

we& worth of rent. Janet's assessment of hi was comb: he was, indeed, a 
shnwd businwman. 

At last the SIX cam arrived, two for the Emerys and four for the WuEins 
and their staff, at a cost of $108 each for the journey of twenty days. They were 

large enough to each sleep two passengers comfortably under their hooded roofs 

of matting tied to wooden frames. Janet christened the carts "prairie schooners" 
because they reminded her of the American "buckboards" as they rolled along the 
Mongolian countryside over their large wooden wheels, five feet in diameter.'" 
Loading the carts was a monunlental task that took an entire afternoon and most 

of the next mormng. Everyone had ~urchased at least one of the colorful wooden 
boxes made in WangYeh Fu; Mr. Ching purchased six for hn botanval specimens, 

and Mr. Lin purchased four. Fredenck, a bit of a scavenger humelf, nonetheless 

managed to eliminate several hundred pounds of coal from the cook's supplies, as 
w d  as two enormous wooden packing boxes from Mr. Ching's horde.*' 

Finally, on May 31, the caravan was assembled with "six huge carts drawn by 
four mules each, like our US. prairie schooners, our six ponies, and 'Dung Pi: the 

donkey"* After ductant farewells, and a "big Ch~nese feast.. . with saty to one 
hundred dishes" hosted by the regent, the explorers were back on their trail of 

 adventures.*^ "We were the first Americans to go there [Wang Yeh Fu], and the 
, In 1900 or first scientific expedition since the Russian explorer, Kossof, I think ' 

lgoz," wrote Janet'" 
Their journey took them south through irrigated W a n d s  with the distant 

H o  LW Shan mountains to the west and the sandy desert to the east. Janet could 



see the amber glow of the dtsctt's heat in the distance They tr& dl day and 
well into the evcoing under a full moon.The "prairie schoonae' wue on a 

mooth~ufbrthcdmebe+ilndrbc~on~~1fi3dnrd&+~lnccatn 
cdor t lbIe  inn he thatnighc Ths bUowhg night the pntty dwc out of loyal- 
ty tosaya~?h&imownedbyMtMungiaad&g~&theinn 

tbey met EnEaamAudmon h the Swedish AmeicmMki01~ We ms h e  
6rstWe~femuthtg had acen for mu BP.~ 4. At dawn rlre ''&an 
cteakdourof theGomtyradmdhudcd&apeur~&efrcwLnShvl 
Momtaim.They b m d  &p ~ ~ ~ & p ~ ~  hge 
flocks of skzp and gnat44 m d  an occasind h e r  with cam of g&. Grid+ 
~ c t i m b e d u p & ~ , w ~ ~ m ~ d J m e c ~ E d L i a $ b d m a -  

"Thr Lnrrlr. 14,ylar lctnplc," ~ h c ~ r  rhr Iamnr Frl-m~rrrd the Wulslns ro phorognpl~ r l ~ r  lrlrcnor 
nlrw adornrd s.~rh urfcr~ngr and Ilnvrrs, Wang Ych Fo. Mrg 1921. 

I NINGHSIA 

I During the days h foUowd Janct rode her pony, fin+ it "gmat fun, and 
much more mcful than a can without springs~'~'Whmevct she tode a camel, she 

became d iay  and preferred to &.The caravan h d l y  ramcd Ninghsii a big, 
prospemus, sprawling city. The dty had high wah, ornamental silos, and a bank. 
where Janet and Frederick drew money to pay their staff and buy wpplics bt the 
next leg of the journey. T h e  &lances wae complicated as the local bank only 
dealt in Ninghsia wlr that M to be arnrfurcd into &chow tuck. These wae 

finally exchanged into sdver Mexican d o h  A businurmad. daughter. JW 
understood the elements of currency d a n g e ,  and o m a w  the rransrctions care- 
fully. Their funds wen beginning to run low, as the apedition was costing morr 

rhan Fmderick had anticipated. Nonetheless, Janet and Frcdedc to pay 
off thew debts and the mw, using thcir Ltter of mdit  in ~ . "  

Basic supplies were plentiful in Ninghsia. In the shops they bund &C, 

strong cigaram, matches, candle, &mm, and enameled cups- b e d  hod 
offered a challenge. They puKhased three cans of pmeapples. The 6nt one w+r 



delicious, t h e  second contained pears, and the thlrd was full of peaches. One took 

one's chances, despite t h e  labels."- 

Du ing their brief visit to Ninghsia. Janct heard talk o f  smeams of  Russian 

rehgees who werc fleelng the Revolut~on and ICS aftermath, mak~ng their arduous 

way across to Peking without a dime to their names. Many died on their flight. 

Occasionally Janet and Frcderick found inscr~pr~ons In Russian on the walls of 

their Chinese i n n s . " ~ ~  the temperature now reached one hundred degrees by 

noon. Janet and Frederick dcc~ded to rise daily at z:jo am.. load the caravan, and 

depart no later than 4:30 am. to avoid the heat. Thc caravan then rested at mid- 

day and craveled From dusk well into the evening, often by moonlight, stopping 

late at nlghr to sleep around a campfire under the stars. One ahernoon. Frederick 

spotted a herd of antelope, and spent the resr o f  the afternoon hunting one for 

t h e  collecnon. H e  also caught a fish a foot long that was swimming down t h e  

road in water an inch deep, with half o f  its back out of the watcr. I t  too was 

stored in the collection boxes."' 

Mr. Clling's collection had now swollen into many more large wooden 

crates. This required another total reorganizat~on of t h e  luggage. Freder~ck 

described the challenge. 

Jurr about so nlurh hulk ran br piCd on and s q u r u d  In, and M alrrady haw nuM dr 

hmtr I h p u r  ram a l r o ~ r L r  Mr C h ~ n g i  rollnrto~~s rakr up mosr g ortr cart Thr  srorrr 

g rmlog,rrl r o l h i o n s  10kr up onorhrr Thr  oj r& "Chttmr arnty"rokrs up 0 rhtrd, 

a , t d j m r ' r  Lddtng, b a p g  arld m m ,  plurfivr fnl,lk~, two boxrs gphorographtr rqatpnmr, 

and onr Lsk trkr up I j o u n h . ' P  

The rxpedltion still had many months of rraveling ahead of them, some of 

~t over rough, steep terrain. 

Night after night, week after weck, the Wulsins and Emcrys shared mcals. 

campfires, and the same tent. Janet reported hornc that she found the Emerys 

"delighthl companions, but chc academic mind a[ ri~nes coo persirrent.. ..The 

aunospherc 1s a ltttle coo exalted for me at times. But it IS Fun to havc another cou- 

plc along,""' In Harry's determined battle agalnst "the enemy" he became rigidly 

ducnpllned, and somrwhar concrolllng o f  t h e  program and his interpretation of 

their experiences. Janet liked him, and pitied him, but h e  was not a relaxed travelcr. 

Susanne, on the other hand, was eas~er, full o f  curiosfry, and spoke even better 

Chinese than Jmct.The two women often cxplorcd the towns together. Although it 

was never mentioned, there was an unspoken understanding between them about 

Harry's condition. Each kept a watchk~l eye on him. So far, all went well. 

CHUNGWEI 
-- -- -. - . - - p - pp 

Desp~te the heat and the early hours, Janct found the rrip from Ninghs~a to 

Chungwc~ extraordinarily beautiful. " I  don't know when I have enjoyed a trip 

more:'slie claimed. T l i e  carts passed through rich, fertile valleys, ~ngen~ously irri- 

gated by a complicated system of dikes and canals. T l i e  new crops pinted a vivid 

green expanse dotted with white fields o f  opium popples along the roads~des. 

Slnall v~llagcs with wh~tewashcd mud walls ncstlcd in groves of lush trees. Scantily 

clad ch~ldren o f  all ages played In the fields near tlieir mothers and their fathers. 

Many of the farms had high walls wlth lookotlt towcrs and large arched giiteways, 

where grandparents sat to wclco~iie their families hornc after a long day's work!(' 

"At one time the country was fi~ll of robbers:' wrote Janet, causing the 

farnicrs to fortify them farms. "Now [the provincr of] Kansu IS At~g p~ng (very 

peaceful), and the band~ts carry on thelr operations In morr eastern prov~nccs." As 

the caravan progressed Janet saw swamps fizll of "lovely watcr birds, ducks, crancs. 

herons, gulls, and great trumpctlng swans, all of which were added to the collcc- 

tion."Two IIVC baby cranes werc captured and ylaccd in a basket under Janet's cart. 

wlicrc they swung for twenty days. She was amazed that thry surv~vcd thc jourrley 

to Lanchow!~' 

After four days of travel tlirougl~ the irrigated countryside, tlic caravan 

begiin a slow chmb to the top or a vast ylatcau, broken only by a small tcmplc 

and a few flocks of sheep. As they dcscrndrd on thr other s~dc, Janet could sec 

thc Yellow Rlvcr w!ndlng its way through thr cultrvarcd ~lalns far below. A patcll- 

work of canals and trr~gat~on ditchca marked thr dtvlsron bctwccn thc sandy 



busy main m e t  full of shops. Two American Baptist nussionaries, Mr. aad Mrs. 
Ellioq welcomed Jmer and Frederick Jmet questioned Mr. EUiotc about the pm- 
h i o n  of opium poppies being cultbated along the roadsides. In response, hc 

described the local opium trade, known as the "opium squeeze," in operation. 

There were rhree men in Qlungwei &m k i ,  he told her, m of them 06- 
dab who worked together. One disuibutcd printad pmFkmations that prohibited 
the plandng of pappies wMe verbally encornrging the &men m plant it. saying, 

"prodamations u. for &m 0nly''The second official then &d the fLmers for 
planting the poppies, and the rhLd m a m d  as a go-batmen AU thm got rich 
in the process. Mr. Wu added that one row of opium could be Bxhd or fked 
thirty d o h s  a year, but that the crop would sell fbr m hundred doh: a 
f a m e  who planted an equal amount of grain would earn just thiay d o b .  
Despite the scoftlaws. everyone agreed that there was much Lu opium smoked 

than before, because of the gavanmeds strict, though u n d y  enfo~ed, new 
restricri~ns:~ 

Although Jmet h d  matiy of the missionaries, whom she caUsd the 

"mishs," a b ~ t  uosophisticatedd she grew to apppprcciaa their hospirality and rppect 
theit deep knowledge of the custom, histary, md terrains of the legians rbcy 

served. "The misstonaeies in my experience am alwaps kind, and turn rhensdvc~ 
inside out to give thr tnveler +ng that they ha-ften timer going with- 
out themselves."l She found their "Lord will pmvidc-Manna &m Heam 
idea" a bit too fundemend for her tasts, but after weeks m t h e  move. it was a 

relief to come to a welcoming mission. bathe, mad the mail and newspapers, no 
matter haw out of date, and touch base with the Western world:* 

Woman harverung op~mn poppgcr m n field along rhr mndstdr outscde Nmgba, June 1923. 
The expedition abandoned their in Chungwei and conti~ued by h=- 

back and hired mule lirters.The party had now v d e d  m fow mules, six a d -  





nr by fmy-Jamb mule l~ncr is hormd up the rtrcp embrnkmcn~ The Expcd~t~on caru on a n a m w  mad m very heavy sand. GanTangre, June L$. 1923. 

dL hmm, and hmnty-cight people, induding four soldier escorts. Large balm of 

&Adet b r  h e  horsa lvorr pad& on top of the s d k r  wagons, musing them to 

dt*n &c M m  g d  

The new mvlrapidr differ4 &du l ly .  Gone wen the lush fieIds, the 
nnarp" full of b i  rmd tht hillsider of bounding ea&pe. Now ehn/ 
m d e d  for + osa a n d ,  unppulat4 pkin &at gpdueUy be- a smdy 

hr. '7%~ road wof 'h W-vq bifcct,'' mtc Jmec. " B i w  to che 
Obmw crav& because &c h e  mepoor, and hod  supply vey, v q  meager. 

S i m s r o w \ ~ ~ ~ j l B t ~ ~ ~ ~ , f O T ~ M p I ~ o f ~ ~ ~ ~ b d a o d h t J I ' . ~  
Jpec d c d  dth envy er r trge Boated quiddy pm her down the 

It3m Rim 3nitieUp it a d  an i d 4  wry to mavd, Later, however, she 

glimpsed the raft stuck far out on r sand bar what it remained marooned for 
the rest of ths day. 

THE GREAT SANDSTORM 
p- 

Cwsing &eY&w Rivu by ferry rhe next day proved an d u o u s  process. It 
took two and a half houts to go upmeam in the big boar of rough boanls. 

hauled six men, and about the same time to return. At six the  nerc morning, 

three of the cam were loaded onm rhe  boa^ When che boat returned at elffrn 
a heated debate about price broke out bcnveen Pu and the boatmen, causing an 



h d  Mmrpln abOW theY& h' $h & T.II)* 1923. 
'Wz d a ~ ~ n . 4  m o u n u t n , ,  smit brtnknl/nt .$j&mbn mnd Ik om ld to L p on b and u m p u D r d m d  &fit./ L t n w m  bj 

rodirr. tk W L ,  N I ~  of thm loa LrJso~@ and rl-d & &k 7 d m ,  dl@ ovor md m"'.LUTUT July #g, 1 9 3  

hour's delay. Pin*, at noon, the ha duee carm wen loaded. The second trip, 

however, hit a m& in the channel, causing another delay. Meanwhile Fnderick, 
Mr. Wu, the two gmoms, and Mr. Ching's local p d e  led the cart horses up the 
steep, sandy indine ovu the mountain. Jamt described the experience: "We 

crossed a sand mountain, straight up 400 feet of fathomless sand.The carm had 
to be put on boats and were pulled around the foot of the mountahby 
coolies.. . the horses went up ova the mountain. .two of them lost their footing 
and slid the whole way down, rolling wer and over."* 

Meanwh'ie. Jamt and Susanne amled around the mountain m theit mule 

liners, following the &or& of the Yellow River. Janet was terrified as she 
watched the horses plunF down the four-hw&d-foot sandy cliff' a h  her. She 

wondered whether she too would land in the ivm. Susiuulc's limr did tip aver 

later m the b o o n ,  hut not on the sandy dope of the mountain.- 
Exhamred, the team finally reassembled a t  the mp of the aca&mus 

&£S. As they pmceeded acmss the cm[, a ferocious puldato- a m %  blind- 

mg the aavders and the animals. AU eyes qpidely tilled with s&, de* 
ga~gles. Thr blinded party gmped its my f a d .  The wind whiskad m d  
in long hissing swepns fmm thr t ~ p s  of Ehc dunes, whipping it across their 
fices with a burn. MOEC sand howled up from below, flew along the edge 

of n dune, and sailed straight up in a plume, scattering sand fnr d wide. 

Fredtrick ycamed co dlm the spectacleC but feared &at the sand muld ruin 

his carnuas.'' 



As Janct lurched fonmrd. clutching her goggles agarnst the wind, she pitied 

the mulc men who wcrc smuggling to control their terrified anlnids. The  wild- 

eycd beasts  ere ready to stampede over the cl~ffs to their ped .  When the winds 

subsided thc party stumbled into a small temple to take shelter behind the walls. 

Thcrc, a hospitable caretaker brought bowl after bowl of  strong Mongol tea to 

tlic weary rra~~elers. This was the last habitation thcy saw for the rest of the day. 

Thinking that the storm had subsided, the caravan set out again. The wind 

had nonf shifrcd from the south to  the north, however, and began howling agaln 

In cold pscs. The  trail war blown from view, and visibility dw~ndlcd to a few feet. 

Suddenly a torrential ramstorm poured down on the windswept band, scaring tlic 

animds oncc more. Soaked and cakcd with sand, thc caravan crawled along the 

ledge. At dic end of  the narrow mall Fredcrick spotted fossils of  sandstone lying 

exposed in the yellow sand. One scemed to bc of an elk horn, others of planr 

stems. The  tired group gathered as many as possible, stuffing them Into thcir sad- 

dlebags and shircs. Thcsc fossils wcrc an unrxpccrcd reward at thc cnd of a h=- 

ardous day Thcy werc later considcrcd one of  the prizes of  the collcct~on!'~ 

As they crossed the dry counrrysidc of lrzards and hard carth, watrr was 

again in short supply. At tlic small viUagc of  Ing Pan Shwc~, thcy sent six donkcys 

scvcn mder Into rhc mountains twice a day to fetch potable water, as rhc local 

water was undnnkablc. Remembcr~ng their shortages back In thc Alashan desert, 

cvcryonc dutifully fillrd them water bottles from rlic donkeys when thcy returned 

from the mountains. 

THE BRIGANDS ARRIVE 

The  desert was nevcr qulet for long Outs~dc the v~llagc, t hc~r  journey was sud- 

denl) lnterrupred when a group of  c~ghr  men on horseback In Clilncse army unl- 

forms dattrrrd past them Srv~ral  were armed wnth two rlflcs each ]anet not~ccd 

that two other men had been r~dlng ahcad of  thcm, each w~rh  a Icad horsc Thry 

wcrc travcl~ng fast and gave Freder~ck a perfunctory salute as thcy d~sappcarcd 

into the desert. Moments later, a detachment of  twenty soldiers rode by in hot 

pursuit. Thcy informed Janct and Frcdcrick that the men wcre br~gands who had 

attacked a salt storehouse two nights before, killing a few guards and stealing their 

rifles. Tlie troops hurried on. Janet breathed a sigh of  relief that thcir caravan had 

not been the target for the robbers. She had recently read the grucsonie talc of a 

young missionary, Dr. Susic C. Rijnhart, wlio had travclcd across tlie mountains 

from Szcchuan wlth her husband and young son In 1895. Robbers murdered her 

husband and son, and the young widow was forced to proceed, starvtng and barc- 

foot, to the holy clty of  Lhasa. Although Kansu was considcred safe, brlgands 

roamed w~dcly throughout the territory, and Janet hcard many blood-curdling 

tales dur~ng her travels. 

Tlic following day Janct and Frcdcr~ck stopprd at tlic salt warchonsc, wherc 

a guard of twenty soldiers greeted them. Onc man was barely al~vc, but recountcd 

the story of  the massacre I I ~  halting gasps. Two mcmbcrs of tlic guard had 

enabled the robbers to enter the warchousc whilc the sold~crs slept with thc~r  guns 

lined agalnst the wall. Tlie Invaders shot and wou~~dcd  the sold~ers, sc~zcd thcir 

guns and scvcral thousand rounds of  amnuln~tion, and fled. 

Frcdcr~ck and Janet tcnded the wounded as best thcy could. The  men, lylng 

naked undcr blankrtr on thc straw-covered floor of a dark stable, wcre courageous 

and uncompla~ning.Two had bccn sliot In tlie chest. Janct thought they would 

rccovcr, with tlic exccptlon of  one man who had brcn paralyzcd by a shot through 

his splnc. Tlic scene rc~nindcd Janct of her rimc In 1-rancr tcnding rold~crs during 

World War I. These men, however, wcrc not so lucky, for thcrc was no nirdical 

help for mllcs. 

Janct and Frcdcr~ck dcp.,rtcd reluctantly after do~ng  a11 thcy could for the 

woundcd men.Thcy prcsscd on towards a rirw landacapc. Aftcr a torrcnt~al r a m  

storm cleared rhe alr, the caravan approached gialit cliffs of  locss that rosc 

from thr sandy valley floor. Tlic canyons wcrc a hundrcd fcrt dccp and morc than 

a mile long, with shcrr walls nf carth rlslng on botli s~dcs. In onc placc a cart 

road ran right over tlic brink at tlic hrad o r  rlic cliasn~.Thc clifk lookrd as ~f 

they had bccn sl~ccd with a sharp k111fc. Janrt was amazed to sec cntlrc L?~ii~l~cs 



Thr wslcr a.llcrl on theYcllow Rt\,cr ar L,tndtow, July t o q .  

hvmg m "queer h d e  caves, mth wooden doors and wooden wmdows" cut rnro 

the face of the M~.~Trave l ing  through the loe~a county pm& serious problem 

for carts. Their wide wooden wheels sank mto the thrck sand, and they could not 

move. Only by htdung all the mules and the horses to each cart, one at a time, 

could they be dragged to the edge of the sand It took two long days for the 

entire caravan to weave its way thmugh the d l f f  to hard gmund. 

At sunset, the mule-filled courtyard of theu ramshade m commanded a 

rnagnlficent mew badr over the sandy bluffs, mth thew deep gunles and the green 

fields beyond. Far off, a t~ny vdlage perched peolously on the edge of the CM' m 

the mwt (see page 1~7). 

LANCHOW 

On June zo, "after many wtndings through what seemed never-ending, bare, yel- 

low hills, we saw agam the Yellow bver and L.anchow 10 the &tance. What a 

lovely srght--a green p h  full of npemg crops and gorgeous trees, and 

Lanchow mth rts duck. uregular walls, ~ t s  grear gate t o m ,  m temple roofs and 

the towers of many mosques, for dus IS a city of many Chmese Mohammedans. 

lay before us:' she mte."Th:s was the expedttlon's first encounter mth the large 

Chmese M u s h  populaaon on the fmnuer. 

&er weeks m the d a m  sands, the bustle of Lanchow dazzled the +turn. 

WC rrorwd rbrpmuw Amrncan bull1 SIICI h& W tbt H h  R w ,  a[ong f k  c& 

slond SIRCI thmrrgb t k  notrhpc, and wund tbmlgh mamnny n a m  SIWCIS rrmudrd w ~ b  

shops, wtbf.~mm, mmmhanu, and chrldm~ until W d d  our Inn 

]wr as Wgor oirrponrts, a bnqv wrn md our, "How d o p t  do.?'T&n uw 

M r  Andmur, t k  rnurtonary, a s+ot W Engkbmot, undnfody, d m d  m C%nm 

clothrr, kbrnd a cart w ~ t b  Mn Andmus m d  M n y n ,  agtA nx Mr. Andnwr p l b d  l k  

mm of thc pny mro I dnnk, t ~ a m  nm~iyyad of I en, and b+ W h~ 11, 
S~san~lr and I wm p 1  m tbt Andmus'mrt, and of/ W all startnlJ6r t h A n d r r ~ s ' 6 0 ~  

whtd is orrts~dt tbt sowdptc of L nry Gygr ru l  w a h e  B n ~ b  ta wth ~LVIOW 



A nun carrying warm down a rural road ouutdr thr ctry rnlL of Lanchow near the 

Wulrinr' howc. July 1923. 

r a b g l a z ,  ,yak's milk (axfcst mlU W had tarcd in months) and tbar a r  mld 
rat raw. WI aa IU tbwgh W had n m r  srmJ%od!' 

Finding lodgings soon became their primaty concern. 

MC Andmvr had afrirnd, MC Ma %a, a Chinut MohmmrHn, w h  kad a b o u ~ f o r  

rent.. . .so ajf W hwptd.. . thugb wbcatjclh andjrIdr of  opium pqqys [sic], W& rk 
brautifH1 masts o f  d i t c  blorsmnr, Ins a l& rourtyad witbjlowring pants in pots, nnd 

gfcal bowk ofgoIdfirbD p]found Mr. Ma fi at bu m n i n g p y m  (ralbd the li-li). 

(7% Mohmcdarrs wrsbipjw fimu daily, and this W hir sum n m h ~ p  T6r "li-It' 

owr, L W willing to talk business. . .. 
h e ]  had a Iw~ly  upstairs motn wltb round moon windowr, but it war 

d c d  witbfvrmirun and (~601: too many things. hr had a~lothn burr notjar mug, 

SO WI ~fltrtrd o$ and h d  anothm ky bow$ MU d q b  Ihrfilds, armss littlc smamr, 

p t  lowly pmnkhh t q h ,  and wr ramr to Fung Djai La Thrn ir m oldgardng nmu a 

mass o f  vtublcs, LI,t redecmtd by thc poppy blwmm and mn~ry ha, and thr h r  its$ 

h a  ~ Y O  stork and thr big u p p  room ovrrloob mny diwrtion to L Ellw Hrlb m ~ d  

gram, and t h g m ~ p  o f  tnnph at tln nortb, acmssfik mid lanu andfarms to thr walk 

n d  tmum o f L n &  on thc south, and to thr east marfiIdr and mws of  willow mrr, 
mrd thr hills a m  thr YcIImu Rtvrr-and lbr W, thr nrvtr-mdmggmr morrndr of rhr 
Iong-forgorrm dead and always the sunrrts. 

W aped to t& krth bows. X k f m t  011ellfbr F? Fdmrb'sJ 'krmy,"tL tyrrdtr- 

mists, l& W, t k  lollcmons, mnnd an ojkrrfw E Ex stand horur warfor thc Ab-W (rhr 
WHLins and h E m 9 1  and thr living utabLrbmmt-hc'yr a month at hf. S* 
M a i m  d o l h  a month roumd L nstrfw the m hourrr!Q 

They had travelrd eighty-six days from Paotow and twenty-one from Wang 

Yeh Fu, sumivmg drought, sandstorms, and br~gands. 

Mr. and MP, Gwm Findley Andrews ran the Chlna Inland Mission in 

Lanchow, comprised of a church, a school, and a hospital. Their reputation 

stemmed, however, fmm the role Dr. Andrews had ~layed aftet the devastating 
earthquake of 1910 when he took charge of the agricultural chaos and o r g b d  
flood control projectr throughout the r e p n .  His role in civic affairs wao as 

strong as his role in the church. "Their hospitality overwhelmed m:' Janet wrote.'" 



h a short time Janet and Fderidc WCC enguUEd in a micmmrmic Bniga 

hardly M W W L dwt g our dotb, b@n tbm wn bunohmrpatiin, tmpuris. 

d m n r r p t k ,  ad Qinrrr~&~tr.. ..[l onr dinnn] t k n  wm n i n r f b n i p v ~  a k t i -  

fHUy set &,jmum, & lord w'q and it rmed hvd m & Y&d W W nmr t k  

&& of Eh.. .. I h v d  n D SM [my] camp d o t b  thar [I] 6+ tuw ald Cbi~lor 

I W ofm alms, and dy wart [my] dinwgmunr. 

M stayed wrtb L Andmvi rcntilj#nc 2616, a d  rpr wm bwy, a C b i m  

tails make w Cbinrv r l o ~ b j w n m n a ,  buying and bapiningfi n l i~tLfurni(~rn 

jw our ruw h 5  and doitlg rb r.rial a r t f l  t i l t  Mr Clnur, t k  &fa1 Cmn~*riow, 

Thr \Vcluls~n ttoorr ~n Lnnchowv, wah Frrdrrrck on rhr balrun). and rhe g.aden of opium p o p  
p~rs belo,~~,  Jul!. crll. 

and Himy afmn with all E h 1  o@n&, andE S& n a t  to bm and M a& h 

Tb Civil Governor ralLd in L chair with an mat cf e@tm soLIim W60 p i t e j M  

up t b  Andrcw'I [i]+. He W an @& mn udo mntinwUypuikd bir 

maut&. Evm MC agmr w a j a s t - p n r  InndIwd@tingyn+n one aj L 
&h mnph nt "On CbuanY fi 'p"%.) m rb M p  a milt or tuw m t h  cf t k  

city. liifb &n Dyk, a &kian piu, a d  n n h  aj Lgnmpeinlrr, b brm 
m h&jw h m ~ p y n m ,  m h d  in t d i q  h d  w~rb E, and akm aU in dir- 

wi, p&tcgrapb. H e  tab h t f i l p b u r n ,  and E 6nr bin mtbinrt i r  about+ 

t m b t n g j w  t k  National Gqtnpbir.. ..* 
The WuIsins rcdpcated rhe hospirality. 
W wnr a naulry m t6r l inl t&&n m m n i p  h, and &y &d m mm and RE 

and t&/ did mmr, and nnyrdjw h. 
On july Iburfb, W t k  only Amenidtc in L s n h  W& a %h outU- 

I b u i t  rrrp+ &full cfpo~m and L n t q  Innmu on ah ~ ~ p n p ~ n b ,  and 

&~~J%sw&, d i t b  A, 0pd6d m t & & n  afrn dud.. .. 
Lib all mrr Jub #bs, it mined in m u .  M bad our wrunpmf fmrpnr up in 

L y r d j w t k & ,  m d r 6 r y ~ n r a l i n l r & & d ~ b . I S y h d a c r d  

Ebctan dog to p l y  with, a prrmtfrat Ma. Inn'& tkp~-yprgwrldfw4 



j5r MP our dirty 01d moR rLd hhnrsypnr~ w~rb m itr marn m& witbyal's milk. '-y&.i 7 

h cw NU a p a p  d o n b  of bbupaptq and w p t c d  it on a s L t  and pinnrdnd &?W; .r L 

~EI% on ir. B madr a g m  bir, and ME a n  won. m also rp~yingfDlcrttafn~ md 

CJ rkbonrc tbitgs drt lk Cbrnm make so wrK Th nun stoppd a b f t l f ~ r  thr 

$d, whir& [m] *any laub.." 
Fdetidr's rhiqurryxcond bwthday pmvided an exme for another celebration. 
. . .W lwl a nnprirr b i d 9  dinntr.. .. D W vnyjdv big cake with fhiq-hw 

m&, k man @I and many amusing smk Th Andnwr wrrt E wck] a tor- 1 

g, 6Mcb oj dnbh which+ k m  at b+f. [OM 6th numr] l n q b t  brm a 1 
bidday mk l p  bim n parr p/ lord LtrxiBmu-ntd cam1 Lir biankk, not bad cores. 

IlirAbs -]gnu brm a +stick x t  and m littl bmo bowls. Zlw smn t spmmt -  

d bim wi!b a and hu~&iu  and o p f i l b  wrinm note v1 Cbinnc. E W 

r n d p h d *  
h a short time. Janet hnd managed ro mate a life for h-elf and Frederick 

~n this dismr ciry. 
Despite their busy social life, Janet and Fnderidc had much seFious work to 

do.% d g i c a l  w1lecdon needed mpaddng and owrhauting after twenty days 

of hn+g over rutted mads in the wooden carts* S!&s pnpared en route had C 
to be done m, for mang had been only superficially awed for lack of the .  
Thrrr were hmtodes to roise, three months of d to mad, and correFpon- 

dmee m the attar wodd to be finished before they could m m  on. 
The WuIsiis found Lanchow a fjscinating city. located on the banks of the 

Ydw River, the city rested within oblong walls, s u ~ ~ u n d e d  by M u s h  suburbs. 
The 'big imn bridge, engineered by Harry &v's friend Mr. Karms in 1907, cw- 
id tk river on chc north bank, supporting caravans from theTurlusran road. 

Iqde the ram of seveaty-he rhou~and inhabitants were inns, shops, y m w  

(civic &W), and t e m p 1 4  the important demunts for rhe life of the city 
That w t ~ e  &W local industries of my importance, and the Lanchow plain, 
bbm4ing with opium, was Lrgc enough ta support only a small city. For the first 

oime durSng hek trawls Jana and Eredorick sensed etbnic a d  religious tension 
a w " g  tbe &cat population While for the most part t h m  was a somewhat 

Crossing a rural brtdgr ourstdr of oldT?.lochow rn rhr rwer vallr). lradxng to Clion!. 

Seprembcr 1923. 



straincd civil ordcr, the Muslims and Ch~ncsc fought frcrly on occasion, usually 

stabblng frays that arose fron~ small quarrcls.'~o 

Aftcr two wccks, the Emcrys, accompanicd by thc Andrcwses, dcpartcd to 

visit the Prlnce of Choni, who reigned in southwest Kansu on thc 1 9 0  River. The 

princc, a great frtcnd of Mr. Andrcws, was a Tibetan who ruled forty-eight wild 

tribcs that inhabited t1rcTlbctan borderlands. Andrcws wished to inspect thc con- 

structlon o f  a new bridgc ovcr the Tao Rlvcr that was bang butlt in carc o f  trou- 

ble with Chlm. The princc bcl~cvcd rhar the growing ctvil war in the south might 

warrant a hasty rctrcat to hls T~bctan stronghold in Clroni, whcrc he llvcd on thc 

Chinese side o f  the rivcr. As htstory would provr, Iris fears wcrc well founded. 

I t  was a nine-day journcy through the mountains. Mr. Lln, onc of chc raxi- 

derm~sts, accompanied thc party, and planned to collcct for two months in the 

region under the prince's protection. He rook two ~nules, the threc-barrclcd gun, 

one thousand assorted cartridges. and two hundred dollars in cash. H e  was given 

strtct instructions not to travel outstdc thc princci rcrrltory and prorcction.'" 

Meanwhile, as Janct and Frcderick remained working in Lanchow, the rest 

of rhc tram scattered. Mr. Clring was dispatched to "botanize" thc cor~nrrys~dc 

bctwccn Lanchow and Sinlng, and thc zoolog~srs rode south wtth thcir two mules 

and rhcir guns to collcct Llrds and mammals. Bad weather hindered them, but 

they noncrhelcss managed to collcct a substantial collccr~on of rare species. 

Lanchow sccmcd a to Janct. 

hrzrhow a n brot,r$,l (try of 80,ooo ptopL--a k l ~ o o u r  rltrr~arr, ~ d J o o A ,  rnrar, vrgrm- 

blts, rntlk, A<bnous/n~tls, lorr oj/o/jongn gardrfor salt, tho~gh pnrrs an rlnrt,rnlly hgh. 

Marro Wlo  rnrnr hcrr arid r rmg rmrrkrr n,xr 11 has rmt r  brtr~ roprurt4 nrtd is trlgwd 

rtpazr arid ~, , , IC  rlm,~. I,, ,ra,ly wnyr I should Itkt ro SPIIIA rht rv~ttur htrt, Jor 11 is a vtrgit~ 

jrldJor szarly o j  J r  n,n,rqir ~ ,nAr r rnk t r~  rhar E [F r t l n rk ]  lo\,rr nr~d rhc prnslnn 8s 

ptor$,l so that rwrk cord bt mmrA o,~.''' 

She concluded lrcr lrttrr saying. "I will havc to go now and blow up thc 

cook, and gct thr packing starred for Sining."" 

Dcsplrc hcr own happiness, shr wrote her bmlly that Frcdcr~ck "1s rather 

discouraged about things and I hop= Iris lnotl~cr will comc out, for she sccnrs to 

be the onc person who can help him.""' Clearly, Frcdcrick's commitment to 

explore K~vcichorv weighed heavily on his mind. As Janet contrnued. 

f j f r~d tn rk ]  t a b  ofgoirx to Horzg by. Ca,~lon and rWatttla ja~tuary 1924, 'nd IBI 
gotrg to Ktwi<how in rht spnq  of 1914. IJ  F p n  ~,trs Ktwrhow, I wtllgo up rb 

Yn~gtzt Rlvtr w ~ r h  Lm, In lhrgo'grs, rtan wtth Lrn v110 Ktrirhow, ltrn itr~enl down rtt 

nvtr 10 Shn~ghat arld r r l~ l for  Atntnra. But, of rollnt, no plara rnr~ br nladt so), uhrad!" 

With Frederick nothing was certain. Hc continued to have doubn that he 

would measure up to thc rigorous standards set by thc National Geographic, and 

was worricd that the expedition was already ovcr budget. 

THE ROAD TO SINING:  
MR.  WU'S TRAVAILS 

- -- -- - -  -------p-p- 

Days of torrential rains prevented Jmet and Frcderick from departing on schcd- 

ule. Finally, the caravan+onsisr~ng of ten mulcs carrying the baggage, the mule 

litter, Pu, the cook. Jow, two grooms, sir mule driven, four horses. Janet's rrea- 

sured donkey, Dung PI, and Mr. Wu4cpartcd Lanchow for Sining. "h usual 

t11crc was delay and more delay," wrote Janet. 

Cr,u,,bh,g nr rhr londs, larnr rnalcs, onr cxnrrr 4 r r  n,tarhrr, lrytrlg to suhsr~rutr a d o n 4  

/pr n *nub whm owr rorlrrarr rnllrAJor to, hapk ,nubs and rwo rnotbs 10 (any my brtn 

AI Iasr all ol,r brlor~gir~gj twrt l m d d  Tk orhm r r o d  ,n L lan'hmv Lrrt ,trrr 

lorkcd up. ' i lm, ' ' tb Ttbttat~ \3"YNgI%Wt a b r  h$ and nrl a r m  dollar brrrmwd on r k  

~rlmraktr with r b  hop LI C blrb AT \rwld b w r l l j d  oltr obsomrt, and \rr wrr o j  

T h  r\w madr to Stntnb or. 0 ran mod rhar raLs q h r  days, and r b  orbr r 

w,,,lt lmtl rakvng nx dnyr &mur of tht hrmy rnltn, au Joughr 81 brsr t o p  by I& bg r n d  

So w rrnrsrd tht nvrr on r b  bg 11ctl bndgt nnd wwrlt twsrjor 40 b ~;JIIIII rn~lrr] r k ~ n ~ r ~  

rb Ellmu Riwr wtrh L hgh, Jtllow htlL of btrs 10 our ~tonh '" 

Mr. Wu "scemcd to be utterly exhausted and looked very 1U:"- H e  told 

Frcdcrick It war nothing, stmply a stomach upset, but at noon, he coUapscd. Ahcr 

slccping for a whllc, hc rccmcd to grow weakrr and fecl increasingly sick. Janer 



found his tcmperamrc to be a little bcloirf normal. Frederick and Janet finally 

placed h ~ m  in her mule limcr, and the parr). turned back to Lanchow. Besides Mr. 

\Vu. Frcderick was concerned about the mules. There were six bad ones in the lot. 

some of them \,er). lame and scarcely able to hobble. Three of  the mules had been 

falling all morning. Once back in the city Janet cscorccd Mr. Wu to the hospital. 

while Frederick upbraided Mr. Ma, their old landlord, who had arranged for the 

mules. Janet learned that. "though intelligent above the average. [Mr. Wu] had a 

fear of  foreign medicine, and he was most reluctanr to be left at the hospital. 

However, I insisted and Dr. King said that he wo~lld make a careM observation 

for two or threc days and then he could follow us to  Sin~ng."'~ 

After leaving the hospital Janct rode around the c~r). walls, as all the gatcs 

were closed, to Mr. Ma's house, which was in the Muslzm suburb. 

F [ h r k n r k ]  wirh rhi a ~ d  oJ Pu W lury rriltng M r  Ma, rhrrarr~~irlg him, srrramlng ar Lrn, 

dd U rrlosr ~Jrrrlrrlw urrh an Onnlml--and I& upshi  was IL M r  Mo dtd nor pmd~lrc 

n w l w g a d  trnlbsfw W by 1111s rhi l a c *  monll tk  E would rakr htm ro rhi Yantrn. A I  r k v n  

p m ,  a Jruirlrsr dq o j  80 b [jo rr~~lrr] ,  and many d@,lrtrs w j l l  nrlrrp . ..'" 

The  following day, 

No rhanrrs wn rakm rhts ntonatrlg abour rk ,nub .  I%gor up ar s tx  o.rn., so rhar M r  M n  

rouU nor bbmr wfor a y  drlay Hr was rarkr prn~,rbrd as hr husrbd L s  nlat with rhr 

Ldtr lg  M4m a11 wn Ioadrd, w s r d r  rad  m u b  walk around d r  srablryard t r l  ordtr ro 

srr r k  rnnd~rlor~ o j  h n  bgs onsdfilr. Two w r $ , d  ro rake, and rhnn rhr ronrnrs o j  round 

rhai trsurd J m l  M r  Ma! I war glad wr ~ I ~ ~ I I ' I  u,tdrrsmnd LW "(W ~ I I U ~ I I  w r r j o ~ l h -  

rmnlng, an urrm rLtur u.3 oddcd ro rhr ro,srrarr rho1 srard rhr ,nub n8cr dtlayrd ur Jor 

d q ,  W nnd  nor pay for L r  day'*' 

Mr. Wu, however, remained behind in Lanchow wrth his servant and pcr- 

sonal baggage. Anxious to hear the medical diagnos~s. Janct and Frederick came 

to vlslt him in the hosp~tal on t h e ~ r  way our of  the city.The doctor assured 

thcm that Mr. Wu would be well in a few days, but it would bc threc weeks 

before they saw h ~ m  again. When rhcy learned the true cause of  Mr. Wu's ill- 

ness, acute oplum add~ction. Janer and Frederick were dismayed and angry. 

Although he accompanied thcrn throughout the rest of the rxpedir~on. Mr. 

WLI's addiction became Inore and more apparent each day, and by the time thcy 

reached Pek~ng he was no longer a competent manager. Opium was easily avail- 

able cveryrvliere in China, and could be purchased out of  sight of foreign eyes. 

In contrast to  the situation w ~ t h  alcohol, a quiet opium underground operated 

throughout the countryside, and Mr. Wu and the "tealn" had little trouble in 

buying it wherever tliey stopped along the route. T h e  Wulsins were surprised 

that Mr. Wu liad managed to operate eftic~ently for as long as he had without 

their detection. 

After leaving the hospital, they cont~nued down the road to Sining. Janet wrote: 

Thr rra11Jollows rhr Ertt~lg R~vrr,  ruhirhhjlorus tnro rhr Kllow R l a r  T h i  routzrry a untrlitr- 

nr11k b a n  Ions h,lL wtrh hrrr nrld rhrn rigs oj n d  ra,Jrot,t, narrow v a l l y  w ,~h j r l d s  

roornd wtrh s~rtall srotm (laid ro krrp d r  r~~oarurr  in), whrrr hrsrtous n111o11s a n g r o ~ a l .  M 
arrJo~tr dflrnrtr kinds, rar~ralot,pr, worrrnnlor~r, and rwo orhrn ~nsimg likr hn+, bur 

srnalbr T h y  wrrc rrlosr rfirshirlg in rhr hrar oJ r b  day, artd irgavr rrlr qutrr n rhnll ro 6 9  

rawJruir off rhr S'I,II I , ,  C ~ I I I ~ ,  and tor ,I W I I ~ O ~ ~ , I  bclng bo,Mid'  

"We had an exciting day the second day out crosslng theYellow River.Tliis 

rime the mips took only ten minutes," wrote Janct:" I'rcdcrick descr~bed the scene: 

T h t j n y  was rr blk tlgly,,jlnr-borromrd boor oj rough boards, hondbd by two nvrrpr [onrs] 

,,car rhr bow and a rhtrA ar rhr srrnl, rarh wtrh srvrral ,r,rra ro work 11 T h y  rnrnrd loads 

onro d t d r d p o r ~ t o , ~ ~  o j  C boor, unmddlrd ihr orl,,r~ol, and ,,,ade rhnn jurnp oort board III 

shnllo~v warrr Sorrw balkrd r r l  spirt o j y l l s  and r r i ~  brhu~d I ~ I I I I .  Thrn, mrh Jrortr Joor was 

ratlgh~ In a ropr and hotrrrd scparnrrly ovrr rhrgt,r~r~rlr Thr h t , ~ d j r r  had, prfor~r,  10 Jollotv. 

On rhr wny nrross sornr of rhr anrnals shzd ar rhr w,rb,lg wnrrrs and rorkrd ~ h t  boar Thr 

nu$ rurnrzr rantrd us down srrral hundndynrds. Thr horsnjurr~~rd our, aud rlar~tbrnd 

,,p n sr, bank Thr p n r r o ~  Jor dc whoh orravarl war S4 jo.'" 

After the crosslng the caravan niarchcd all day. Later, by moonl~ght, they 

~assed  the three great water wheels of  Lanchow, and cont~nued Into thc villagr of 

Hsln Ching where rhcy spent the n~gh t  at rhe inn. 

Their routr took thrm through an isolarcd rural v~llngc where thc women 

had a m a z ~ n g l ~  small fcrt, only two or tl~ree ~nclics long. T h r  llrtlc g~rls  thrre or 

four years old already liad tlic~r fcct rvou~ld r~glirly In b~nd~ngs."' 
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I Crosr~ng drc Yrllaw Rwer by fry. H o  Ts'utTze, July 19~1 .  

Further along the trail, chc facu of  the people they met looked d ' i n t  
They saw ''a good many mm with bmwn or blond beauis" and o b s m d  that 
"coal black hair was by no means uuiversd."' Feet were no longer io s l sc~ly  
bound. Many of the locals seemed to be Chinese in color and costume, but 
their features were different "Their faces now seemed more sqm, the fron~ 
part o f  the chin broader, and the eyes more horizontal than the Chinesi'Thry 

also began to sec localr "with copper-colorcd skin, broad noses, huvg mouths 

and chins:"" 

Janet became hs&ted by the Nmultu.ous prst of the region 
DC m d  m Sinning [SE] ir vrry hirmru as t k  srnar of murbpgBtin8 hritg t k  

Mohamnudan &kllion 1895 Zlkn uun many m i d  v i l b , & t s  and town, 

but as we dmu nram to Sinning [Jirl (onr o/ tbr Mobmmrdnn s~mqbplk o j  CbinqE, 
rb V I ~  m d  v n g p p m m ,  bauy new LiIIi* mp, lowC& m d  

D&& and +n thr " H w i - h i "  (At tbr Mwlinu a n  mllud in Ch), 
with tbrk link brad or wbitt rrrthn cagr.lh 

SINING 

Just outside of Siing, Jmet and Fredmck wue dJiphted W meet up with Mr. 
who had collected a o  new species of plants m the mo~mtlins along the 

To Tung River. Despite the constant rain, W&& had made it dBcult for him to 
dry his specunens, he had a d u d  splendid results. 

Upon their acrid in Sining, after a journey of six days and r.+j milee, the 

W&ms called on the Chiaa l t h d  Msdonuics, Mr. Learner and Mr. H&. 
"They have a largc compound. two Chinese hourer, a school compound, chapdB 
stables, vegetable gadem, gate-bure. all in Chinese style," wrom Janet.* 

Ilirir interim a n  cm+ia&, b in a h v r i ~ s y ~  djbrndun. ~ h ' m m ~ q  

rmblr pbarpr a# mrr rdr d.. .. I culm an wndmtpnd + tk m&ipmrr*r m& 

r o n u ~ o r t o f L a r h u d n l s ~ o f h u ~ h t b l a t n l ~ ~ ~ ~ m t ~  1&ddn1 
dink it wuld injun t k r  #nm m ~ i a n  113 Bt thy would a@ d d  & OWI 



The WuLtn unyu~i dmnuuc ascent fmm P ~ I  YI 
pus ar ro.np fm dmuon. Augur 1923. 

,g to Gnru over a moun~in 

awful rh f in in fmm Montgmntty Wnrd, than a harming red l a p e r  cupboard 

made irl Chirta.* 

Janet found Sining wonderful: 

Youfnl Tibet in t k  biglr winds and I ban bilk and high plateau all around. 

Sirmtng [sic] has an altitude of  7000fcct, a dnlirlinow dty rlimarr, a rcnl tonic in the 

air, cold winfcrs, sarrtimcs 12 degrca b e l o w m ,  hit vcty b t f  mow. I f  is agreat 

trade renterfor all sorts o f  manufactured artlrlugorng to Tibet, and a marketfor 

w o l  and din$ andjamous Chinrrr mcdinnwgoiq rnto China Thc city is w l l  

builr, L wall m rurlLnt npair, and, thongh t k  stncts arc dirtier an$ more smelly 

than any Chlnrsc rrty w Lvc bcnr m ,  Ln is an arr o f  bwtlc and fmntm lfc 

~ ~ t y w k n .  B e  mixfun ofpcoplrr is amaoing. H e n  U a nal Asiutu mcltiq pot, 

Moqpk, Z b e ~ n s f m m  the Kokonq Tnuglmtr, Chinrsr, Chinat Mohammedans and a 

$W snangr aborlginaipcoplu that E: prcdedrk] U km to sfudy. Omionally, one 

sca cmtml Asiatksfmm Turkuan [d, with tlKir curly beards, tkir bigh Latkr 

s h s ,  and Rwsian +gets, wbsc talu m m  be kartrending rw only understwd 

f b m  S ~ t m l  Russians we hr, a n  1yng to#! a start In t k  wd bwmus krc. 

Srnlng played an lmporfant pan in rcrent hatoty. 111 the Mohammedan rebel- 

lion o f  1895 fhrn were uni6le marsacres h m  o f  Jc  "Hwrr-Hwri"and L 
arrounts of t k  srrgr of Srnrng and E bloodshed and drrtrumon o f  the cast suburb 

&c aN t k  "Hwci-HwliiUarc regurrcd to bvt, msghastly tbo'thnlling rradmng.'P 

The mixed ethnic population of Stning was in great contrast to the pure 

Mongols of Alashan and the Chinese in the east, observed Frederick. 

Thr Ch~nae Mohnmmcdam ate an inbnsting shrdy It is 1101 dfinrtely tstabllsbed 

fmm whenre t b  came, some may LW tome from Arabra, some from Sammarrand, 

and some a n  pure Mongolian typt One third of L populrrrmon o f  Kansu is 

Mohammedan. Thry a n  a sbrcwd,fcarlrrr pcoplc, grcatfigbr, lagr rn size and 

quite insolmt as compared with Lgentlc, cmrtcow ways of  the Chinuc. b c h  tmmc 

f h y  rebel t h y  think thry rangain rnnrphte ronml of  C ~ I M .  Tkr Chincsefcar them, 

but raprrr tbcm, and bccawc L Kansn Chinacfcar tbcm, Kanm ispcar@l W r  

L Chrncsc rrr Kansu jorrr L P m l  uphcaval o f  t k  nrt o f  Chma, tt wrll bc an 

opport~ne momtntfor L "Hw-Hwci"to W, and then de Knnsu Chmncsc has 



Followtng the narrow dtff md h ~ g h  above thcYellow Rtvrr golgc at HnngT'ong. July rgq. 

Fmdenck constdmd th~r to bc the firrt "bad clrff Ay" of mmy.The carasan pmgrerscd slowly 
and cauoously. 

lost more than hc bargained. Thr Twbun of Kansn, n pn Chrnu5 h w y  limb 

powcr in the pmvmre+r ntna bg Mohammedan leaden hold tbr rtal ronml"' 
Janet found it interesting to discuss "the Mohammedan question" with 

different missionaties. 

Some think that roen t h m  will br anothzr rrbtUlow, and w b n  China is in uttcr 

chaos, thr "H&-Hwi"lu i1ht  and win. 0 t h  19 that h Mohamtludrl~ bld 

all & important pm t k y  want, that it is tb wh hold tbepacc m Kanm and on 

thr MW Chi1rlcrc border-Ebctan bordq and L ' f w f o n l g n m  l ib  t h ,  tbry 

dink otr L whole t k y  a n  agwA rltmmt. Many of thc M d m e d m  wmm hen 

w a r  g m .  or ruhite or blue clotb hwdr witb a long rap-like p*rr hanging dawn 

t h  barks, but none art wrld as thrir s u t e r s f n ~ I  W L I I ! ~  

h canyons airh tuned cart roads md r mull A g e  on the &f, l Wm auomr. 
"UN h hrgb wsdr of md 1k dwprr ./ I I I I ~  wbrd m an tbr w m q  m m  U mp14 m h S 

mad m 9  kqi lrr ~ ~ t a p p m w t  ~n a fm h; 1- 

-*kW., Jvnc I913 

KUMBUM: T H E  GREAT MONASTERY 

]anet and Fderidr decided W uk a derour to Lusar. a village dose m the 

thous  lamasery of Kumbum, only a short day's journey from Sining. As Jamx 

ducnbed their visit, 

%pat Zamaury ranks srmnd fo L&w, and w muld not lnrvl Sining w i t h  ndiq a 

pilgnrrrap to rt, Wi rtafltd m 74s ..m. p+ m m i ~  L md drrp in mud a+ a 

downpour during L ngbt, andfbllmwd a nuhtrg mam& a h f i J m n  m& m tvMI 
The rod, d i d  war notbirg but a harf, unndml fhqgligmws of-, nnpnmgjirlir a d  
Llk, nnrmldpn,  wirbrofrgnrrr & m a r y b  urngnurug. Zh'twngmn 

a+ m Cbzna and 11 uw a joy to L qts" 



Thc great French explorcr Alcxandra David-Neel had spent more than two 

).ears in the celebrared monastcry at Kurnbuin manslacingTibctan books just 

before thc Wulsins arrived. She described che magica1 setcing of Kombum as a 

roi&uratioii of L rurmunding mounraiit raiigrr [ihru] arrrrrrd ihr pasragt of ihr rlouds, 

a i i d ~ h r d  i h n  io mrn  armiiid ihr m r k ~  r imr i i i i  whirh mpporird ihrgompaformirig a sta 

of d r r r  ,viri, wi ih i ir woar  broiing rilnnily opi inr  IL all of ihr moinkr, wrroth~ng ihr 

w h d  rloprs aiid rnariiig a ihowa~tdfanrfi l Iankraprr a< rhry m h d  by. f i r r i bh  hail- 

r i omr  w u l d  @m bnak ovrr ihr monartry, due, soid ihr rouniryfolk, io ihr rttaligitiiy of 

L donoit i& roiight io d~ r iu rb  ihr parr  of rC saiiirly monkr'" 

Janet wmre, 

W pa<srd lama< oit ihrir iuay io i h  villagr in rhrir rrd andyrllow mbrr.. .. I a r n  wrgoi  

io rC innp l  m of FS [Frrdtrirk>r] virirbig rnrA w r t  rrnr ro,nnuhtrr and a lama morr 

~n i r l ùg t~ i i  Iwkiig i h i i  mori, ramr mir, bowd, aiid appoinird a young lama IO br ourguidr 

amund L i m p l  Thr hmar r ry  is r t r~a i rd  ori ihr i w  rrdrr o/ a I i i ik  va lb ,  wwiih n rojr 

iuir~ding s i r r a t ~ ~ j o w i ~ ~  brhiiid fhr hil l idrr. Thr hourrr and livi~ig quarirrr of rhr pritsrr n n  

in L hilktdr, and ihr rn i i pb  i n  ihr v a l b  arc ori rhr opporirr h i l l idr  

M+ wn iak rn j r r i  io rhr grroi ktirhrns w h m  pnrrir w r r  brnvitig Tibrran ira i,, 

g m i  roppr raldmns r m j r r  iis diamrrrr, brauifi l ly & d  wtih ihr BnidAhur iyiiibolr 

Thr rrwrs wn rhr irriial ~ i ~ i i d  affairr aiid rhrfi irl noihing biit riraw, whirh y o i i i o r  h r r r r  

~oni t rn~l l$ frd IO i b j r r .  

From ihr kiirhrnr, tw w n i  io ihrgrrar Cold T m P b  of Trorig Kaba. Trotig Kaba va< 

borii o,, i& r i r  o f h m b u r r i .  H r  w u  a Ja inm Bitddhirr rqormrr \$o livrd tn ihc Jour- 

r«nrh r rn iuy ,  Joi<iidrd i h  Xllow srrt of b i i~ar,  nitd madr ~iiony rhongrr iii rhrforrtis $ 
h d d h a i  uorrhip. Many a n  ihr lgtndr abmii hiiii. H r  ir rhoughr io havr IcarnrdJrorii n 

wr i t r , i  rairii whom mmg bclin,t io hoiv brtn o,ic of i& rarly Romoit CaiholirJaihrrr. Thr 

" C o h  Ti l rd Tmzpl" i r  rnirrrd ihmughoui l i b r i  a ~ i d  Mongolia. 11 ir a rmall building wiih 

a mof of p u n p l d  pbic. Inridr, ii i r f i l l  of wondrful nlirr, grrai bontarr of rilk broradt 

ra l l d  "kara<"(iankar), wotidrful lampr ofgold ond rilvrr, ih i ra i idr  of rinall vrr r r l  burii- 

ing buiirr, o ro loaa l j p ,n  of Troni Kaba, raid io br madr ofgold Al1 a rmi-darkiirrr 

whirh ad& io IL myriiral +i, ond rhrglom Jront ihr L i i r r r  binpr ihroiu inio n l i f  roinr 

brauifi l ly woughr rnnplr v r r r l ,  or ihr qunr bbiikJaa of soriir v i i i r ly  Biiddhirr irriagi 

Evrywhtrr  i k  mi111 $ raiirid biirirr! Evrywhrrr buiitr ir buriird, tr pbrrd i,, dtrhrrJor 

rarr$rr, a i ~ d  ihr prirris nirn m b  11 o11 ihr i r j l rhy,  nmrr warhrd, bodirr. 

O n  L porrh of IL Coldrn Tniipit, pilgriiiir pmrirarr ihrrimlvrr onr huridrcd riiitrr, 

nitd L boards nrr w r i i  ~ ~ ~ i o g m o v r s  whrrr rh r i r j r r  aiid haridr iourh. Nrnr I& Tniipù, u n 

hugi rrorir-pavrd roniriyard, rumiotdrd by innplrr iii piirr Tibrian r ty l ,  hugr prayrr iuhrrk 

wi ih i h  wrr-nrumng iiurripriori, "01ii iilani pndiiir hii»i"(Oh! IoiurJlowrr, Amrn). 

Whtn wr nimr inio ihir rourtyard, hia~idrrds of biiinr iurrr drrr, playiiig agariir, I ihoughi. 

Somr w r n  srand wi ih ihrirgrrnr rrd raprr on, aiid ihriryrllow hnrr Oihrrr w r r  siandiiig 

Iaiighing ai ibrtr r r a d  rmiipaitiotzs, atid rlapping ihrir handr You nmrr hrard riirh a riour. 

Ar i h y  clapprd, rhy rrrrarrttd a jargoti of round Thy w r n  praytiig 11 war ota o/ ihr inori 

u i raordi i iay righir a ~ i d  roi<ridr ihai I nirr saw or hrarA-<luirr hypiiorir iii irr ~JIII, and 

w Jound ii hard IO movr away [rrr pngi 991. 

Wr iwrt iakrn iitro oiitgrrai iaiipk rapabk of rraiiiig rivliity-fivr hu~tdrrdprirrir. 

Tbrgrrai pillarr wrrr rovrrrd wiih brillianrly uovm mgr, rkim of nii iri inl nnd ihr brighr 

"pulo"r101h o/ ihr Tilria,ir. l i  iuar a niarr of brilliani, garish rolorr and io iny irttild w l d  

hnvr brrn w ~ i d r i f u l  in a IIZOII rubdi~td Iighr. U m u  wrr t  P~ltrhtrig vanour a l i a ~  ~ r r r rh ,  and 

rrcirig ro i& i n o ~ y  b i i i i n  laiiipr Thr ri,all war »tori honid M4 wtrr  alloiwd ori ihr moJ o/ 
rhir iri itpl, a~tdgor a j n r  panorama of rhr wholr L t » i a ~ r y . ' ~ '  

The mysrical scenc Iiad also captivatcd Alexandra David-Nccl: 

I n  rhr vari rd$rr rrnrrrly lighrrd by ihr laiiipr pland bqorr ihr rriagit$nili tombr niid gildcd 

siaiun of dqunri lariias, ihr inankr wcrt naitd rnoiionlrr, aiiircd iii dark rrir~ao:: iognr. 

Thrv wrrr rhai t i~~ig iii drrp ionrs rolriri,~ rr,iir,irrr o j  iiiyair iriiporr or iratisrriidr~trnl philoro- 

phy, whirh raisrd ihr riiirid abovc rapiivaiiiig ~lli<rionr '* 
Janct dcscribcd tlicir introdtiction to thc living Buddlia: 

M+ had broiighr g f ~ r  Jor ihr Iivirig Biiddha, and iiow wr wrrr io bt rillowrd io r n  hiiri Wr 

r ro r id  o brrdgi ovrr ihr l i i i lr rinnal, rl i i>ibd ihc hill io n hoi<v paiitrrd nd o i i  ihr ouiiidt 

inrirod o/ Jr urual whiir ivarh of ihr iiinloriiy of thr lniiiar'hoiirrr. A laiim, lookiiig Iikr a 

Chiiirrr Malwlio, wirh rhin mrliiig i,ioiisinrhr~, a ivirkrd lookiig 91, /W iir inio a roiiriYnrd 

iYptcally Chttirrr iii appcanrtrr whrn  u r  w a i d  

So,,, a nirr oU lento appcartd, b<rko,irA IO iir, and LA tir ittto nrioihrr rourvard, 

whur pa,irirr, nritrr ond riiaityjloiurrr wrngro<ui,ig iip briiurr~i rhrjldgrroiirr I woitdrrrd 





rngb haw h lama in e piw cxis&cdSwn, m n o L ~  old Lma witb an 

did m& nnd +ng& Cbinpr, c m  and kd us tnto t l x p m r s  o f  16r 

pea linlr ''Fbhfnkuw,"~ liviv &ul& l k p w m t i n r u m h t  b a maU €&nut boy o f  

#kttmyanrr, with r $ , H  bmwn yrs. end a rinrd q w s i o n .  fie stwd p to 

~ g u n i l w a r d d i n  L w I m f m a b , ~ ~ ~  lihL t L n n w t h t l x  W* 

~ . % + a r r & , m + o U d 4 ~ ~ ~ n ~ r u ~ , a ~ , ~ b f  
~ & . n , p & b J u e ~ ~ P t b t ~ l h t n  ndrfth tbZktans r l i l h p t h k ; B c  

~ w ~ b 1 6 r f h a l l I . m a s ~ a n d I t M L p w r 5 t t b B ~ & w i U h a w n u J I  
h a  aJm nrjying bis hpwII's) 
Jam was p d d  by the concept df n ~ g u r a t i o n .  
B h r $ t b l p l l J s n m r t o I d w ~ t ~ l i n L B u & h u l ~ n t a A ~ ~ a n d d i d t h m , n n d h c  
W thnr w m d  to K u m h .  &l W weridp+tb sin+. It wnr prucr 0 have tbb 

Cmvrr. Kumbum, "Qpnu lk mrrnrlrr of C &L Inmnmy rtmd b q b ~ ,  grru L n c ~ u  fi(n,oll~nnn~ls), whnh 
md tk8nn11 ofagh1&,m l a m  W all brhorkdu oncr W hdjund  h1 h LW w~rll htcl 10 our 

pka%rnPr,tn& LI, 011 rbrmmry, $ p~d IIO anmt~otr to U"-JEX, August 1-j.1923 

Buddbut dochine o f  trarum@tion so narvcly Tow~ded. E Fednak] madt s o m c p o h  

ranarkr to L L t t h  Buddha, fhmugh h, and h p w r  lhild looked M m m  h i l d m d .  

zlun W yi. I t  U gtiire a thins to br rtceiwd n Euddb~ diviniy, and I p u s  not m a y  

o f  thr Junior L q w g i r k  o f  Ntw Ycrk ilFan baud o f  d'fl 

She continued, 

On tbs w y  back to our house, W saw w o n  rrm~las, onefun ~ r r l i c r ,  oldguns, r@d ani- 

niah whore skins uun m v m d  with sticky butter, and mim. %silt fbc athanrc o f  thr 

&L L m a e g  nand b d t ,  p t  Lrunr (monumann), whih  mark tbrgmwr o f  eight 

pmous  lamer who wm aU behcdtd at oncr. W h a d f i n d  that tbs lanla uwuld objcl to 

o w r p h o t p p h i ~  but, on thr mntmry, t l q  putd no anrntion to it . .. 
Ortaiply this spot it@U o f  bnrufy, and thrfDUown of  Bwddha could haw rchcftd 

no mart pea@l and hrmtnly wrmwnditgsfor thcir t ~ d t t ~ t i o n s .  . .. One wo~rdcrs f this 



olrrrr 6m.y dots, t t r  a19 s$hr dcgrrr, ndd aty brdufy 10 ~hrw ror,L. Thtn an  ovrr rhnc 

rhotsartd Ia~,mr, rorrrr lrrrk boys oJ srrrt, orhrrs agrd rnrrz rlrnr,rlg rhr rr~d o/ /$.'m 

Janct addcd, "You may find Ki~mbum on your map, undcrTa Er SZU. It 

means thc Temple of rhc Ten T h o ~ ~ s a n d  Buddhas:':- 

Shc bccamc lncrcaslngly ~nfatuarcd with Tibct. 

I/ Karlru wrrr 1101 sofar nway, II 1rw111d br ~hr IIIOII pcrjccr pla~c 10 r0111 NIT sl<r,,u,rr 

Tlrr r1111mrr U prfm, urrllrr~r food, plr~ly o/ trlrlk attd hor~y, and, n ro rd~ t~  to rhr /prnr, 

rho, blrsrrs rhc Iarld, drltriot,~ Jm,trs. . 101s o/ Inrtrrrfs ro rrt,+ nlong m19 lirlr o/ vrnzq 

ar~dfmrr~ rhr a ~ f  B I ~ ~ O I ~ I I ,  rhrgrrar Iarr~urr~rs, altd At ~ I I I S  11, N I Y  Katau, n rlrnrory 

tvr m,i'r rrrz prtp anr rh~r yrar 11 has bmr all alrofl~hr drltghf~~l rurnrtrrr, al~d I 011b hop1 

rhr rrs~rlrr \ u ~ l l ~ C a r  rhosr whograrlr rhr/lllldr F [Frcdcnrk] h a  oovrr 700 ~oolo~trnl spm- 

rrlrllr nr~d ovrr 600 borar~trnl spmrnr,~r.'"' 

O n  thcir return from Kumbum, Janct and Fredcrick developed their ninety- 

S I X  photographs of  the lamascry. To their dcspair, only fifty-three of the negatives 

w r e  worth keeping, as most o f  the lntcrlors wcre hopelessly ilnderexposcd.'^ 

Thosc that survivcd wcre later transformed into hand-painted colorcd lantern 

slides In Peking (see pages 

INTO KANSU: 
S I N I N G  AND THE TO RUN 

- - - . - 

Mcanwhilc. Mr. Chlng had informcd Frcdcrrck of the extstencc of  an aboriginal 
tribc, tllc To RLIII, only rl~trry miles northcast of Sln~ng. Thc  tribc of  approxt- 

~natcly two hundred famillcs, also knoivn as thc TLI Jcu, and as rhcT'an Bun or 

"earth ~nen," was supposedly dcsccndcd frorn a conqtlcror of rhc Sung dynasty 

(,\.D. 9 6 ~ 1 ~ 7 9 ) .  Janct and 1:redcrick dccidcd to spcnd timc exploring Wci Yuan 

Pu, the To Run villagr, ro document and photograpll rllc vanishing rr~bc. 

Photography, howcvcr, would bc cxtrcn~cl~ difficult, as thc To Run were rcpurcd 

to bc shy and apprchcnslvc. Nonethclcss, this was a cultural anthropologisti 

dream, as tllc rrlbc had yct to bc stt~dicd by Wcstcrncrs. TlleTo Run were simplc 

rural farmercunable  over the gcnerations to compere against the more cffic~cnt, 

competitive Chinese. They had gradually rctrcared into thcir isolated viUagcs, as 

the11 popularlon diminished. 

Wci Yuan Pu turned out to be a walled village 5~1th an ourport of soldierr in 

thc middle of a fcrdc vaUey.The\Vulsins had to lrart for two days of torrentid 

rams to ccasc before they could wade through rhc mud to a small compound of 

farmhouses inhabited by To Run families. Their first cncounter was with a bare- 

foot young woman with long black hair and a decorative hcadband of wide blue 

doth across her forehead who fled down the street at the slghr of Janer's carncm. 

At the next farm. Janet and Frederick were more discreet and parsed the rime. 

while Pu translated, discussing the weather with the To Run villagers. Finally they 

bought a pair of shoes and a scarf and Frederick was ablc to get ten picrures..o' 

Janer described photographing at random in the isolated village. "On the 

way we met family afrer fam~ly of  Tu Jeu, but when they saw thc camera, they 

Hcd. Finally, we lay down in warr behlnd walls, and F. [Fredcrick] laid concealed 

in the grass, and we rh~ttk we got some picmres.""" They were evcnmdly ablc to 

take many plcrures of theTo Run as they rerurned home in the brilliant sun. 

Hotvcver, taklng picmres without the To Run knowlng it was, according to 

Frederick. "a real sniper's job."- 

To Run families werc scattered In several locations throughout the region. 

Some were governed from Sining, others frorn Taochow by the reigning Loo fml -  

ly who had ruled theTo Run for nineteen gcncrations. The current prince was 

only sixteen, so his mother ruled for him. She was thc daughter of the current 

prlncc of Alashan. For six generations wives of the Loo famrly had come from 

the roy.ll housc of Alash~n. Thc Loo Lmily judged cases, collected raTes, and 

raised a small brigadc of  r~velve hundrcd soldiers who could be callcd upon by the 

Chlncse atnthorlty. Nclther armed nor dnlled, Janet wondered how they could be 

cffecrtvc In times of  b a t t l ~ . ' ~  

The To Run Ilad no writtcn language, but spokc a unlque blend of Chinrsc. 

Mollgol. and Tibctan, a language that was slmilx to Ch~ncrc in strucmrc, but 

lacked tonal variations. Most of  the words werc unisyllabic. As many of the To 



apln W L w d  with Chcse, &g sp& 4%- h b c  fu business, but 

~ & t h & U W I l h ~ ~ h a r n ~ .  

The majwity &&To &m ~d~ ehief cmp wss LT le, a  d- 
& nihta~lky m c k d  yakaxihunte$deerwithddgir&@mS)bThe 

wzrr d y  s m ~  without ci numsr Ghinm wTibet#n bladda hatchet at 

&e badr d betu k &oEagEaelwegd. BDth mca Paet women spun h e q  
we& &cad &I h m d e  d o d ~ T h ~ ~ d l a d ~ t a b a c c ~  not opium. 

Th&hwcs m l e w 1 9 g c a b l a s , M  wi&nmd,de&saofi of& 
m d & ~ W t a m m d a 4 s n k B + a ~ ~ 9 ~ ~ S d ~ o n s f L d  

mg&z h cne heuse, stth &it anhnals &led W door. They slept an earthen 

lYlaundc~ molm b&,'b &m wue no ahriaea or mmical iosmumrirs~ 
They WOW hbge hoa ketdcs, like the Chinese, wirh the h e k e  escaping 
~ a & q o n & h r n o o f ; s h a ~ h a X & m r * i m I c ~ a  

The TO h mm wxe of m~dium *but a d  mre j&ts of coast 

miopd wden L- Fhattpas durable-aaa d t e d  ch: wcr. Sheif shoes were 
o f a ~ w o m i n i C h L v s e v a l ~ d ~ ~ l ~ d ~ . ~ w o m m ~ l e w n ~ ~ ~ d a a d  

~ ~ * 1 . B o & m m a n d ~ m ~ 1 1 w g b l a e k o r g r e e n ~ h a t r o f  
~ a a o a ~ ~ a g r r a s r a r o n t o ~ n n d a ~ b u t t o n o f  p c o r d w .  
raprrfdsirbladr, *hairhair- Uamwiedgiris dnpsedchchhairin~tmpto 

@~bra;B rbat bung d o ~ a  aU m o d  ddt heads, and paintd laqppatch- 
a r d d ~ n r h t i r ~ . T h e ~ a d m m m d ( d t h e i r k i r r a d k n o t a t  

&W d tIrdr heads, d W& a Brde ~b &p &?at was held in place by a 
~ ~ ~ c e d m ~ c l o r h h w n a a ~ s t h e ~ ~ b ~ ~ ~ n t u ! o f & e m ~ n  oiled 

dB& h ~d h b d  fo€ld,6hape8 O t  b t - d  it &I& hu$e 
&sfcx,ImIdorh 

&G -+m b a d  on wht, wd thy WPM sfezmod h a d  h m  the 

~ w b t & . Y n L &  & b u t t h ~ a n d l k ,  an&the7 aEo SW an om- 

slaenl&bhTh4p dranlr dark Mongol "bvi&n tca, W&& di4y b h  off in 
ddd w i r b ~ t ~ ' 0 v e r d l .  JLs'WJb conclud~,&eTo Rsln me 

"@~r;fiwarr no for OT Chinmd' md baaly main&d n sabskte~c~- 

W-.* W Chtng d d ~ d  ehcraiic "ju* m* is rat."* 

TO TANGAR 

Just brkwe their d e w  Jawt me a k w  to FtederieKs brother h d 6 n  akour 
tbc pmi* dthcEr m&a, Kabdne  WJsi, visiting them in Gtdna. 

REV nryr it km h ~ t .  /htbarincJ and F+hink k win &B LB&irh] a L S6c bdp 
h h i m o ~ I & t n ~ i n r 6 r ~ i u f d k r r u r d i h ~ r a m u n n n 6 k s d m , ~ b w r l n l p m &  

h.. .,E & lirsn wly rwq spfirdurm6 Bmtiw trib kfwt rhpvc newr atar hm i% 

burn'+ U b i ~  d b m i w d  ~pmcfitmv abarr r6r m C s  gf  thr aprdaion and tlx 
lack o j  mpstftDrn do* sr hornA Sojar h p d N i o n  Bas m m  hndnd m~lqivaal 

ydms, and nd s ix  h A n d  bripirrc2 spjrnanr. &p, g W, ii a rid nmn~bjr 

h ktunist and W +r IO havc m lm~  one b a n d p i n m s  &rr W lm &mu+ 

Esrmrr to r c a b  tkatlfppb pt 6nnc km no&@ qfyan wlk, yac nnjfogofttfl. 

Iklvpnonal G(~@ic Saddy btjm 6r Wmbingtw rwk &for a etis of 
pbB~lty mi&, md Mr, O m m r  d d E  tht rbm W ra be a noNtr g+ rhc qwditron ih 



A TO Run man. We1 Yum Pu, Kansu I. A To Run woman m hcr dwnvay. Kuau. Augusc igq. 



Janet would later be amazed to read a short, inaccurate mention of 

Frederidis discway of the To Run people m the Nnu York Times, months later. 

It wasn't much, but it was something. She had observed that other explorers. 

such as Roy Chapman Andrews and Joseph Rock, were blatant self-promoters. 

Although this was contrary to her upbringing, she realized that success in this 

field required a certain amount of initiative for publrc recognition and funding 

of future expediuons. 

I 
On August n, the expediiion team reunrted to prepare for their departure 

for Tangat and ultimately Lake Kokonor. "The Emerys had returned from theiz 

southern trip the night before, and we were glad to see them," wrote Janet. "Such 

a taking and comparing of notes as we dtd yesterday afternoon, while the rain 

came down in sheets outside,""Travding continuously w ~ t h  the Emerys was a 

strain, as they became increasingly criucal of the organization of the journey. 

The couples took occas~onal break. for side expeditions that allowed them time 

alone. After these absences, however, they were pleased to be reunited and share 
Chimn afsdim,  4 Pm Shui. June 19aj. their experiences for a few days."' 

Mr. Wu had also returned, along with Mr. Chow and Mr. Chang, from 

collecting m various areas. The party now consisted of three grooms, the indis- 

t& S n q  or Uld G&r Sqfar k c  hrrr b m  norkmg, and rt s as f"ou, of sght, pensable "boy," Pu, the cook, two soldiers provrded by the local warlord Ma 

our ofmmd:'E &s smt n p  ro CIMKn% and otbv mnnbns of tbc Conrmrtru; a Lgr Chi, as escorts, =Tibetan interpreter named Mr. Ma, ten muleteea, twenty 
mnsignmcntof tra W smt fn Skldon in Ulnh,  and NW a h r .  I t  d m  scm a prfy the mules, eleven horses, and a donkey, for a total of twenty-seven people and thirty- 
rnnr link intmrt annot bt sbmvn E as a m m  of mmmgnnml &n odnr Cliina rxpr- two animals. "' 

ditions an so 4 ahmtisd at born We hnwjurtgotrm tbc Eiorvard B u h r  of M.ay ?orb, The caravan left Sining the next morning. 

od Bna rrad w i t b e  t n rm t  of t& f i m d  Eqlomtiol~. IN Chrna, wndn Langdon %first day was a nin tnp, brtwrrn zj and j o  miLs. %first pan of tbc mad was 

Wmm E\my 0 t h  ~dmt@Amcnm wydition in Cbina but B U mmtwncd m L ratbcr monoronons, rrd clay bills, trhr usualfarms aadfulds ofgmrn. Thm wegot irrw a 

a& fh b E, a Hadgmduah,  doiq s t i m l i j  nvrk, andgcttiy no nragnrtion. mckygoa with tbc Sining Rwrr, a nishrng, mcnntarn tomnt brridr its, and high padb 

.... ~ b w r y l i ~ t I r & I r a n d o r o u U d n ~ L t k , o f I p d d t h a t k b  nvodrd blls about us. I f o l b w d  L n v n  all L way to '&rigor, tbc Irttlr border r i v  

dot% but @I h], &m, &u SW many p p k  in Washmngtpn, Nnu York and Boston brtwcnl this pa* of China and Tibet. fi is much more plrnrrrsque :harm Sinrng, buih on the 

can m bmu E wrnd b Mmving, and wby rlwy sunt to want bfmslt E Igucss CIMKnor n h  of a hrll with its winding walls, many Tibrtarr housrs w 3  tbcrrjlat mfi  and alwuy~ 

U n \*?T ulJ-nbs& p a n ,  but I s h l d  tbmk that somr of dn rmminrr would wntc Z b r t m  coming aartdgoi~g on L unrw~mly storu-paved strrtt~.''~ 

m t~mC" Janet wrote to her parents: 



TiLr~rn  gtrla wcnrrng tradrrmnrl coarr and long br.11ds carry ,mter to the v~llagc of chonl. 
Scptea~brr l'>:<. 

I spmt rkr ngbt rv t6r Salr O& . . Wr k d  b& spadour qnarim, srpamd inro 

darioru moms by long, d i t t  w i n s ,  vr7y hh kuspital warrl. Epc3rdiq W &m 

and mm&n~bb, dnd 16c Cbinae in dargt wm most r m r r r r o u t r n j ~ t ,  too m d s 9  

for d~ wnmrd to drink tta and pm the time of dn)l fa bourr, & W wMnd to 

go to bnL'4 

G a d d y  the landscape changed 
On Sun& morhing cdy M l@ I b w r  Wr &rd as rrmn pf hu. Mobem& soldim 

and a C6inm-Zihan i n t q m t q  all* h y a m m  ~ i n r l a l g o v m n a ]  KI $&I@ . . . 
I tmvtled dru w t  in nal Tibetan p l a d ,  banghm hlls with of*, S ~ Q  md 
gonhj rd i~g bigb up on t k  bills, I tau  a@ Rkvq 6ul not mimy, h tb& worr  &y m 

&&g heir b i r k $ & d s  

L A K E  KOKONOR: T H E  AZURE LAKE 

]W stfwe 16r nm wt, w bad n u h d  k p  cwr tbr 'Tun and ndon"mauntai~rs 

and fl to the w t  w g o t  ourfirst glimpse Df rlic ranrd lub K o b n w - - r p a t  

sbnt of pale blur watn,,fkodnl witb i h  nlvny rap of t6r wth ' r~  sun Wl al l j r l l  

quite a hbnll Z w n  my djn-wbn nrn. c d ,  'Ihr-tai d i q  h raqY W! 
M n d r f i l  to src."Wr wm t h n  nbanfiftun mibf rom t h  h, butfrom t h  pass 

t h  Iandslopgmtlg M L lah sbmr 

O n  Mondy W wm all np r a r b  anxime, f p i b 1 5  m narb L h by 
o n r o ' r I d . & m i i l ~ r u ~ & s m r t h & t b n r r r a ~  

mountain swam of rlrnr Wnfm man and b. .h $Don a~ M nmhd t h  LLb 

W all rnn onto t h  b u d .  No oru W +m amund, n a  a LW, n& r 

rarl a sgbt, and, N W 100hd out on dugnet  bluc m, Wlfit J W h 

orgznal d i r m v m .  Tbr impwk t a p  b to  r t  soongriippld m. E /Xr&d] and rh 
"&'(h Emys)  at d@mt rndr of f h  had, p h v d  in, atd M a p d  sah 

batb, and tbm a nrtrbrrrb @nwrrrds. h a n  quantitia Df bids on thr hb, pi 
gul&.p~r, loom 4 and t h  C h m  [ t a i l r r r ]  w n  k y  addiq b L mlh- 

non. Our m t s  wm ~ i t & d  about one Pf a m~le barkpm L 4 m R 



local 

Tkr~nr m mdsnod &S. Hsum Hua. Kansu. "[I)* W~MI?] harr if dam on a grm nnr.umbrr g 
loy r M r  bnul, dub h% d- tk  buk a tk wwt, prnd out wd  rod, ntd b f i s t  mnotv pgtml are 

cmibt a /m .f nd W n w 4  aJwt W&, &<ow~d und rklL and dub .f sthur arld bras, drd ha,lgr 

h. q k  offmjtnk, #hm to Lgmund"-F.R.W., Augua 

p~sy spot that wm a muss of  wildpoWm. It wm a glay o f  yellow, blue and white, 

h 1 s m n j m n  in suchpqkion, N O ~  so vivid in cobr.. .. 
Tb nght, m caravans campcd war us, one Tibetan with I ~ T J ~ &  L o t h  

Chin= muLn batndfw Tangar with wool thry had batgbtfmnt thr Zbttans. 7% latter 

badynk. 1 w h y o u  rarld re aynk camn,j?r it U amwing--gnat awkward ma-  

tures, son o f  a cmss behmn a caw avid a builo. Thr/ g m  as 1% trawl; in c m -  

quencc move sIawb, md  a n  mven by stonrr thrown by men behind thrm. By m v y  

&ng, can swim any and can liw mtinly mgnrrr--whnc h m tnuk haw to 
MI m n r ~  Zfxy an  mon prmticalfw Tibetan tmcl. I mrrl cdch one to ridr LI 
war unrttrrrgscl 

&t n@t our t n ~ k  man, n w  to camp 19, bad a hp  dung* (dung ir tbt 

onEl ju  t k  lounhy &th, W had brought woo4 tbc soldiers and I itrtmpreter anorb- 

n, and our camp war a prrruyue right. WI spmr L nrxt d q  at thr LJy k d  m o t h  

swim, read, talked and Lmughly m j y d  tbc bcnulfil scmrty. % Cbinue and Egot 

numbm of  bids, but no hrgrgmnc?" 

Lake Kokonor, or Ching Hai, pmved as magical to Janet as it was in 

mythology, 

Lab Kokonm is vny samd to the Mongok and the %tans, and tnnny a n  L L@nndr 

a&% 11. Long ago t 6m  W no lake, onb a grassy drprusio~~ in thr h d .  Thrn war an 

attrmpt madr to build agnat tmpk at U a a ,  h wwrLut SUCCCSI~ So a l a m  war smt 

flnaghout Tibrt to consult all thr w&e m e .  He eventualb canre to he tent of a blmd 

s q  in tbt Kokonor councly, and lrarunlfmm him thd t h t  wm a subterranean nver 

nrnningjmm Lhasa to E Kokonor, and f aly Lmnfrom Lhns1 knew tbnt, L river 

wId o v e ~ o w  thr Kokonor cmnt*y. B e  &a Lrnn d~d riot dtrclose his identiv wtltil 

latn. &donor Lak was tLfdrmed,  and one o f  thr t bm  &I& in thr lake is L stop- 

prr, whrrb kpr thr undngmuwd riverfmnt dolngrefurfher damagr. 011 dis rslatrd live a 

d m  h m i t  lama I7ny visit L minland only in winter w6m L lake is Jm. 

h are no boats on th Lk. Thr L& har a cimrmfmrtce of230 mih,  and spmba- 

My sixty m i h  urnss at its widufpoin~, N th  itsgnusy bilk, and distant st~aw-mwnd 

mountains, ctsgtm nndJ4owd shores, its blite warm with h n d d  af birds, it is, 

inked, a bvcly sight?7 



AT~betan nomad stands m from of htr tent, Lke Kokonor reson, Augwr 193. 

The hills around Lake Kokonor were full of game as well as birds. Frederick 

and his team were busy fium dawn to dusk adding to the collection.That night, 
he wrote, 

FE rkpt soundly, p w L p  too soundly, nr the &konorpopk Rmrr a rcputatianjar srwling 

bats. I ~ m t d  out at mid@ht b f u d  L hhoruguards sllping pfOUndb. . . h e r  

Harty fao~d t h  musk. My mnonmnns must h had m @rt. Z I told t h  

shod ham and muks anjiirEy sajfmm b i w ,  nr fhg a n  h urry fa triuk. Wc bad no 

t m b k  with t h .  . . infac, W mfMI tnttsfw tbc nomadr uun  all up in the m m -  

tainr with thrirjo& and wld trbcn until thr riinr wnr W sad tbcgmlcnd near 

thr L& bad dntd 

The next morning, wmte Frederick, they e n c o u n ~ d  
a hrd p/+ l d d  with in bntr and k&r d, rani% down to mat m. IDnr 
h m m  inplnr-ltnrdgowtu, with Ln sbulkrs, and SWO& in blh, m M1ng 

l h n  ahg p/I-mtk Mz Ma kikd fh nr 'km" @mtbn), and U&& U tafktd wilb rbrm 

1 b d f m m  mar fa s~mr mkmg pieturn. &c wn msnof t k  l&irfwvr )ri64 m lMr 

wgrhanr~1h~ i~ fwwb~ah~Wrm~ww1r~~~  
h e r  W ram ~~PpcLrf.bin;e and m 6M tents sea& in s d  & w b  

Hdnrn~lrrM6cmrbnrdaysbgbn ~ r m L u p t o . a r g m u p q t h t e n & , m r r , , , p g  
man lid up I 4 and milin& naivrd U(.'"* 

The Tibetan tents fescinWd Janet and Ftederidr. 

?&~l rwmnbar t  ~ p - ~ w a n d a ~ f c r t ~ n f m u w 6 M ~ i r r r r r i p r  

m I"%&. hi4 IWD~WUI o f p k ~ p m p  up LLaDth OM* m o ~ r a u r o f p l t s ,  

and m p  and h. %c tents h no p p w  r i g  W pP"nt; S a rimpb @ p a t  h ~ b  
Qtd aqnvnyfmm Lgrarnd ovn all its rmrmlpnrt. B I { m m  W a 5 mndji$q 

mubigbad un&rfblmf Of &Wdnraah imry ;  i n fmn lo f i t~ fdgr ra t  

mdm 1u6rfm W, milk and hmr; Mind it, agrm)pik of dritd dung. Amwnd L 
siiksofhtmtrroodnnrrq d a r b l r m o f b c r l / s , w & a n d r L m ~ ~ l d d + m n t a i p  

1ngrbrdy&of&rmr01~( lb .  anOnpp-,13..lf*6myprmrzarui 
a brig, old-jubianrdgrn with its pmng [W rob]..' 

Frederick ms also captivated by the magic of Tibet "inTibetan coanpy 

we met wild cowboys on horseback, in sheepskin mba and pointed hats, with 
long guns and swords, driving herds of yak, loaded W& baggaga and tent 

dwellas with their b i i  black -.Tibet has a mamlous fircinatiou as you &W 

&e to it, and I am beginning to understand why it bas cast a spell W 

many trarrlers:"" 

On their arrivaI back in Sining, the innkeper presented Janer with a Lge 
watermelon. "This is our four& a d  in Sining, asd I guess he h& we are old 

and valuable customers. Eh, we came from the east, huhow,  next h the 
south, Kumbum, next fmm the n o d .  WeiYuan Pu, and now fiom the W&, 

Tangarb"- 
Respite k r  joy in the wt bordedands of Tibet, Jjnet had ME gompLhEg 

forgotten the outside wodd On her depaccun from Sining she wrote hme 
FE~1bdadttn'rfmm~ufwabngh~htr6ntkrwrdrbavrhd~~up 
tbrr wy, and mails 6cn. 6m1ja7~%4 mmingfmm &, & k Cmain  

di~rributing pointfw t k p i s m .  . . .I 6pp all &rw bad ai nin a mnmr as W h 



!f on/vma wwgulrlg ro hr I,, Ptkulg ro set our tvkrr rw wai~kr 111 wtrh our "rrps" 

[rukr] it, NW and nd dorh, Larkr ~ I I A  rrmw s~t;rrurr, nn,d kr all rhfirrr aaounu, nrlA 

h rhrjrrr ro rtr all of rhr pino,ns-sornr Oj rhrrn arr s p k ~ d ~ d ~ '  

In Slning the Wuls~ns b ~ d  farewell to the Emerys, u,ho departed for a sepa- 

rate journcy south ovcr che mountains to  Szccliuan, down thc Yangtze River, and 

evenmally back to Peking. As Fredcrick noted to his mother, "Having them wit11 

us has worked out vcry well, and urc shall part evcli better friends than when we 

started, but a big party is hard to handlc, and for really difficult stretches a very 

small one IS bemer."'4 

Loading and unloading rhe crates and baggage was once again required for 

the next part of their journey. The  Chlnese packsaddles would now be lifted off 

at night nwh their loads still lashcd in place. The cook ~acked  wooden boxes for 

cooking utensils, dishes, and food for the Cliinese staff. Baskets of  live chickens 

swung from che care  bes~de baskets of firewood, bread, and vegetables. Only 

these and the bedding would be unpacked each night.-' 

During their journey the exped~tion's horses had become the11 trusted 

Friends. Frederick rode "The Centipede:' so named "because both he and 1 are 

full of  feet." Janet rode "Bill Brown", the "best and toughest of the lot."The 0th- 

cm indudcd "The Yellow Goat," a mean but tough little horse from Paotow; 

"Nijinsky". the big, black horse rldden by Mr. Wu; "Wulashan"durable, but 

u g l r f o r  the groom: and a limle whiteTibetan pony. Janet was sad to  leave her 

litclc donkey "Dung Pi" behind at Sining, for he had faithfully carried her across 

rh~rcy-n~nc days of  the descrr and many treacherous rnils!" 

In Sinlng the). also parred ways with their interpreter, and the11 WO escort 

soldiers. The provincid governor replaced thcm with "tlircc lazy, half-baked indi- 

viduals, Ignorant of  rravel, who caused us more swcarlng than pleasure througho~nt 

die trip," wrote Frederick. "These worthies lied about thr stages wlicn it suited 

thcm, loafed on chc job, lay abed late, and complained bitterly ovcr the hardship 

of camplng out, bes~des helping themselves to the bcrt we had without much 

scruple ovcr payment." Freder~ck "drovr them without mercy, and fired thcm 

thankfully at Labrang."-'- 

Janet explained that "the last few weeks have been so fill1 of  impressions; 

Tlbctan border life, new sccncry, niissionarics galore. ivith their strange idcas, and 

their bo~lnd[lcss] hospitality, collccrions coming in, photographs developed by thc 

hundreds, that we have been too busy hardly to think.""' 

T H E  GREAT MONASTERY O F  LABRANG 
.- .- -. - -- ~ - - - - 

The  route from Sin~ng to  Labrang took ten arduous days over tough terraln. Thcy 

first passed through the li~gh, lush. Tibetan meadows-the "Desert of  Grass," as 

Alexandra David-Ncel called it-and then turned south through a series of 

mountam ranges. "Up hill and down dale ~nadequately describes our route." wrote 

Janct. "It was picmrcsque in the extreme, lovely valleys, where the natives were 

bringing in the harvest, high green grass-covcted ~nountains (no trees) with tern- 

plcs or mosqilcs perched on top.""'Tlicy cvenmally climbed h ~ g h  mountain 

divides, some over clcven thousand feet. 

Anorbrr ~tlghr WC sropprd it1 ourjrrr rral Ttbrmri vtllagr whrn tvt turn lodgrd 111 rb  hurt 

Oj rhr hrrdsman, who, with nluch rnrnrton): prrrrnrrd ur wlrh a shrtp [HIS wg] won a 

hllgr r h r ~ ~ r k ~ ~ ~ g o r r i ~ a ~ ~  (only o r ~ r ~ a r n ~ a ~ r )  wtrh oilr sltmr alwayr oar, n~;d a rhr~vrltd brtar~ 

ha~g~rg our. Shr war jasr~r~arrd by mr, ar~d whrn f [Frrdrrtck] gnvr hrr an mlpry shnv~rg 

soap rtn, htr cnrh~tr~anr~ war drlighfil."" 

Thcy thanked the herdsman, ate the sheep, and slept well. 

They continued on through the raln for several days. T h e  going became dif- 

ficult and slow.Thcrc was a "most wearisonie descent over tlilck red clay for miles 

and miles, through a labyrinth of  conical earthen mounta~ns, bcyond 

which we could sec the distant Yellow River gleaming, and morc niountalns 

bcyond. The  slopes wcrc too stccp to  r~de .  and great cakcs of  red mud clung to 

our shoes at every step," wrote I'rcdcrick."' 

T h e  next day, as they wcrr tin~shlng t h c ~ r  plcnlc lunch, tlicrc was a coln- 

motion. Two soldiers puslied t h e ~ r  way through t l ~ r  crowd, brand~sl i~ng a flam- 

Ing red umbrella and what Frcdcrick described as two "prcliistorlc Spcncer car- 

Vcrw o l  the C I I ~  and Inonarccry o i  Labrang, Kanau, wltll thr (;lrat \ V l l ~ t ~  >tcq>a. ,11111 st~rrotlnd- 

~ n g  mounlrtnr [rn ~l>our.and icct hlglt, Augo,r q ~ j .  





Yowg Lrms playmg ccrnnonul trumpets. Labrang Mon The Great Whlte Smpa, Labrang Monastery, August 1923 

b i d '  Four sweating porters then arrived, sttuggling under a blue cloth-cov- 

wed &air. The bd magituate had come m call on Janec and Ftederick. He 
turned out to be a polished, intelligent of about fifty, who had been born 
near Shanghai, but had lived in Kansu since he was eighteen. He told them 

about his district The region was peopled by rhe SaIars, a Muslim agricultural 

bibe fmm SInkiang who still  poke aTurkish dialect; the Fanau Tibetans, 
n o d  or settle& and the Chinese traders, who had just recently mtived. He 
pointed m'& pride to the region5 big sheep and all men, but admitted, with 

W ,  that some of the men were very wild especially to the south-"as wild 
u duy could be,"+ 

On b e  WhoIt, Janer and F&& found the people "cheefi and ftiendly," 

b lwriw andgivm to stadvg I n  tbr Cbinrre vibgm, bur far morr vivarimr and 

qv111k h L mall v i k  Sbi Shan K'o thc villagm b m t d  and takd, rook us 

amnd  to see the town, and mded by hnngmng icrgfis m rhs nrmlrtg. 2% head man 

started with a khara, or scarf ofgntting, and I [Weruk]  npl~ed wlth a peck tool 

mll which cod ninctcm rmtr in Cincinnati. Tbr kad man thm annwrcd with agnat 

bum offriendship, by giving mr a sheep, and I wasfprcrd tvjall bad on corned silver 

topm&y cxpnu my rrttm. 5% parted in thc morntng with upnrrions of &long 

aficJion?a 

After ten days of rugged but fascinating have1 the expedition arrived in 

Labrang. Jamt's fitst impression was not positive. "It is the filrhiest village I have 
ever seen, dead animds in all stages of decay, and filth ~ ~ b l e : '  she wrote."' 

Frederick agreed 

The village is a dirry lirth pInr4 hay Chmnuc, hay Tibtian. B arr6itm~tr has no Am, 
but i t r p o p h o m  h; a tnedLy of lamas, wrld tribumm, Chinerrfur buys, 

Mohammedan rollim, and richb dmred Lbetan w e n  wrth magnficmt str~khtFpffi,  



Monks tend~ng the great copper caldmns m thc monastery k~tchen m Labrang, A u p t  1921. A gmup of young lamas Inv~ng a s d c e  m one of the tcmplc. at the monvtcry u Lbmg. 
Augur 1923. 

and whrtt shtrp skrs bats Many Inn 6y h ~ r  d a m .  IS a sght ID NE o h ,  ,n m r -  

rnd~ng pmrcssions, brirg up tall wooden b u L h  o f  waterfmm thr rrwr on thir backs,= 

Janet and Frederick spent several days exploring Labrang.They pho- 
tographed, took copious notes, drew dqmms and sketches, followed detailed 
maps, and compiled their notes into a long entry in Fraderick's expedition journal: 

Labrahg ~ tu ra lb fa l k  into mparrs, L mon1~(t"yfwU of  monk and t h  v ~ k f u l l  o f  

tanchanq and L M ~ h a m m r d a n ~ i o n .  monmtny ir ha& a milt up L w l b ,  wt 

of thr vrllbgc Thr tmrardratc spare rr h a d  andfiidy heL I t j i ~ ~ s  oru afirt wiw o f  W- 

siw b~ildir~s, wrtbgoll rwfr rising & and t k c ,  abow a regular rily of  low drvrlling in 

4 1 t h  t h  lamas h TO tbt &t, rrc one IoobJmm tl vvrllm rr a@ drr 5% w &'R 

amund which prlgrhns rcnstlas!y pmmbulrur. It stands at h morth of a mall side valb  

whrn dead lanrns'rmrarrts arc d ~ w u b f c d  to t h  wlhmr. Z k  ssnrp was pt tbtrc, I/y 5% 

to pmu~rtfiodr fmm wsbing ddwn thk vallry rnro t k  ~tnrpk. 

Amad!zah~%11~Lbrwhgi101&unpIcbrynd O ~ r i r ~ k w b a ~ L r r s m n m  

of LW, prlgnrw, nwmrncn, ullm, soldim, andpraranu. One mmu/Int ro 

l o n g l k d s j U u l w i I b ~ w b n L  t 6 ~ ~ p r ~ r i m r r p m a s ~ ~ I l k K r & d r n m a m d t k  
wbole monrrctq a cinuit, th9 ray, ,of trn li [Ibm miLsJ andgnat is L mnitof tbr 

d m  one wbO maks tbt mrin cimit of  h 1piritualfDI1~dwm~ turning rich prqnr 
&l & r a m  ta 

l'k rmnmg mark ir ujiscinafingplut lo sbq~,Jb* & bbr br&@gp llnd 
h a s ,  drrd ail m ~ m m  g edd warn, an lik5 s m& wk E bwgh a p y r  dnnn 

nradt o f  IUQ @man] skulLfm afov  hndrpi d. Ano&nall MJZIULY m d  

eating kniits, tub  witb a set of  iwry rbpshch in L s m r  scabbard. Anoh hd b~flr 
t n p k  b& o f  o f b m n a  Atrotkm bad m mhr n$ a~'&, S& or &d, a d  

o t k  still bnss ttapm, d W h k  and clotb. E d  d n t  s p d  1. wnrr 

under a umbnlb, and bai& t k .  Most g t h  bnym an  LW, m m  d 



Rr.idrnce of rhr Living Buddha, Lbw Monastery. August %g+ 'Gky U L mart 
~ t l n n u y m ~ ~ u r d i ~ u r r n ~ s ( Y n ~ ~ . f b m M ~ ~ m p u n ~ b u a n ~ y L "  

--JEW.., %M 192j 

gmwu which d of mnod Lnq but rdm a a faa  rpnrtkhng of twnspcopl among 

h. Ai ~ b c  bib& nt L .edge o f  the nmvd rtwd a fw wild nornab Lldilg a 

brsq but U&& thy mm to sell W stan, Icould not telL Bi lamgnagc one bars 

on nfl rilr U Dmr% &an, and br wbD Lows on& Cbincstfib a s t r a w  in 

rmw hod 
L m a k a n e  ~r tn hug& ilx riy o f h a  Low mud.wnllrd 

&&gsbiktbvtnuonrirlwr6& Onrmmssntbttorbig, o p z n p r , o n ~ i r h  

f~rr em& kg& 4 4  a n  iL 6rarJ o f h h k  p* vr]. m o g  
s&rr ir agwaz#-m@d &wing ball Ou~r i k  it is an i m p ' g I Z i h  struttun, with 

r pi&& cau~d ,@ !dm bin& on h m& and r i &  i n  homy. Iksidc a 

of @I on & wwdpi&m, & stn-, and* par- 
rwnrddmf..fM h d t m w a M n g  hmas. 71w light sfmnns in& L win& 

on agaUcry n L 5  m~d  xndmenth tbisp.Uny, in almost total shedmu, stank a row of 

pldm IMF,  w h  wrth iu burning b u m  lamps and 0 t h  s i p  of w h i p .  

N a t  to thcpat  chan~ing hell a n  t6r kitcb~n~ with coppn kcttlu tm je t  a m f w  

t k  hmus'ica, Tbc cooking amntprnts  m those of a Tibetan Lust but ma&d in SW; 

wwdm IIM cauldmits o fmpp ,  Ly-mnnd on thr bottom, an h Into an ovm of by 
sfottr or clay, whm thefin ir built. L i k  all Ch~nrsr, MongoL m Tiktanr, tbrrc lamas a n  

*mow ronsnmm of &a, and tarty l!& taste sofar hat t hy  m dnnk it at rrruttcs. % 
mak tt tn I Zibcfait style with milk, thet is none too f a h ,  and may prfrct L brew by 

adding hgc lumps of mad Lrtn: n i s  tuttwcd tea, with barb mcal, is t k  principalfood 

of L n ~ h  Tiklanr One mixn tbc mcal into L hprd wtth orrcijrtgrrs, knwdr a 

bmwn krmp, and swallows it. Xbis is thrfmnous "tsam6a~a nourisbingfDcd, and agwd 

one f tbc tnatmals h a p p  to b~ clan, 

Evny hnpL pf some standing 6ns a Lvlng Buddha of L own, and Labrang is no 

eucption. l% fransmiption of MIL  is a cardinal doctrine of northcm Buddbh.  B e  

Living Buddha rr a monk, but ono ofgnat sanaily,,for in him thr spirft o f  Buddhn is sup- 

porrd to &II W n  bc SW Q 61s modal coil, bc is said not to die, but to ~dmrgmt t ,  

and b nnu ineamation rr kvkcdfor among chtldrm conccivcdat the timc of his h! fmm- 

mgmfion. Tbc dild is nc+d i u  ab i l i~  t,i p14 out t k  latr Buddhai pcsstonsfm,n 

a p t  hp of siniihr objects, wbenjw or suycars old. &n it is cscortrd, wrth st& and 

pomp, to the mwtas t~ ,  thcr4 t h g h  his Iffnime 10 rncamate the Divine. 

Practical @airs a n  halt with thmugh adviron, old txpmenced monk, v& rumvnd 

L littL Budha. It L bent nottd that t h c  imamatiom mnIy w i n  very log in one 

604, us a rule. Znfprr, th littb Buddha tmnnnigratrr at n8htcm or W ~ Q ,  w h  his p- 
mital rljamfcr m$ bgtn to m~ trsry ro L cost $ tLse who m n d  bml.. .. 

At Labrang t h p r  inmrnation is niNeymrs old. On Starc octwrons, hr 
appcan tn prblic. WE usktd whcther k had bcm to Aking, and wus told, "Oh ycs, 

brfDn L did t L  h t  mnr:'Wcst of thignar Cbanhng Hall and L kitcbcn lies a 

pavrd opm spau with a high p@nn when thr Living Buddha rwnnimes sL 

mfkmncd. N a t  cmcs L h e  Hdrn br d&. &re art nrany mon tcmpls at 

Lubmng, all of t k  samc~ncml l y p  Zktaa rxtmw, canwd dwrways and rapcloh, 



m d  i m a p  on silk orgold, and linle lamps of shining bmajrlkd wit6 mlttd butmm 

Onr building rontains statutt:~ of  :L Codr in g k s  casts, anorb, sand  Lb. 

Still anotbrr has a mrrrmm in it, horrible, rnrhrr than at:mttivr. Badly stufid 

T l ~ r  Circa Goldrn Boddlla. Librang, Attpsr qq. Thc  rracuc w.ts more rhan lifty fcer h~gll and 

rurroundrd by ~.owr o f  ,olallr~. UudLil~as recrsrrd on ndtrr .and ~llurnxnarrd hy many candles. 

wild bram loom up m sni-darhrsr b r w r n  pillan on wbirb bang old Tibetan 

gum. A live lynx movrs nimbly among t h .  Butter Lnps drip rndlessly on brats 

and mgs and tbrfloor. Sully lamas opmrd L door against t k i r  willfor W, drivrn 

and drmtenrd by our Muslim guide, a grrat brardrd vrrrnn of :br Mchammrdan 

rdr1lio11, long exiled among the Tibttam, and now supmrly  powerful ovcr :brirfa:r 

m :he Labrang rrgron, bcraurc of  L p o s :  ar ofiral ~nmcrprttrr at t L  mayor's ofltr 

m L town 

Grncralh tht lamas a n  rndfirmt mough, as& as vu~torr a n  ronmrd ,  

thougb a fcw yran ago, tlyr almost nrunlrrd a musronaiy who trud to pboropph rbr 

Tmplr  D b  praismrthy L n g t  o f  hart  data fmm a thrashsrg admmutrnd by thr 

Mohammrdan gmrral a: Sining, who mln this whole bwdrr. Tbanb to bis v@? p a r  

Thrgarriron is new about :hru h n d n d  srmng, and bas bunnfurtbm rn'?forrd at : L  

nnrr o f  our vrsit. A Mohammrdan ofiial made L lamas h p  quiet while w pL- 

togmphrd tbrgnd Chanting Hall, and$wrd an rn tmnt t f i  W in10 L rnwmm 

[m pagt to]" 

A t  t h e  c o n d u s ~ o n  of the11 visit Janet wrote t o  her mother.  

Tbr vrlkge e always alwr wrth Ebefam, and L rolw of  L r  costumrr w l d  drlgbr 

you T h  m n r l  braddnssrs angqtous ,  wmrb srlwr, nmbtr and toml omammts 

T b  art all sof1r11 of  mtmmrnt, and L pL of Lugbtzrfmm :& s p a n  ar L 
w r n m  barpm and a l l  thttr mrlk, L t k r  o r j m v w d ,  a n  drbovr to L v r t r  a 

b l u r  with n u o y ~ ~ n g  mamrd muples, Amnitam, and v q  nitr. Tht o f i h L  in L 
town \WC most tourlroow to Fnddic, and bad all s m  o f p k e s  rprtially opmrd in :be 

tmplrsfor him to pbotogmph. Hirp i r~rrr  a n  spkndid. Lnbrang is L most i m p -  

tant Lamnast~ in NE. Tibet, and i: ir a magn@rnt gmup of  kildings in pun  

Tibrtan style, Only no pbotograpb rangiwyou any idea of  t b r i r p i t t ~ q n r m . ' ~  





TO TAOCHOW AND CHONI 

AEtGF heir days disrraedng Janet aud Weriek conbued sourh 

tawards the dd city ~f Tawkm 
Swn W rrirnr ia r h m  *kip in h&L+mqj girlc with u i f h ~  bd-  
d m  opt witi) i h g w n r  dtgppd dawn to h bauta s l d d m  and Bnat bm 
ZlraIxdr&decrainagnvdmtmbrrof&rlmdw6tllik, wrhbnngd&?hbad 
m tha &I, @cad aur w11k card g n ~ d  bb &S m a v  &talk an mu&in a 

jmme 4 red CM{ dl a h t  wih drcmcd w i 6  ski& and d& 9 duw and 
km, w8b-k Awgs dobn a mpl- afft#i&t; u h t  tn L s r p w i d , .  ./* 
The h e s t  sceue &&red bet and Frederick. Janet mote, 

*al fbrir +CT art at rr fi sgn @ p a t  adt&dion)i a n f h d j  
T1bslnngirlrpiiful and L~(~baf at Ibrddic T6g, art mml m~nfng, Uflul 
#m@fj@ws, h@ raZDl,&r-b!ak kair done in Lndbdr &&tfb braidsaffd~rrpt 

#!W omdmw~,jw~%fl  &and marjnrant.. .. Bwr I mwt not &L awy 

junbrrwihRbtpbk~ W h t d h ,  w w r t t a g l i v r w l t b t h m ~  

'Reapws w&ed ncac~&ing late in July and nearTaohow ea+ in 
Septmrbq,'' zeportedFrcderidt 

g& .II Band/ul #pin id mt rt wit6 a i r t  sick4 rta~ping W, r h  
rirr, and bind & wM aja*, L*& motion. . . . Zlyy sron@ln on 

h g J f r m u  qph, *m it b ~ s  l?ke a pwpmdinrlar t k t d  to d g .  WLh 
v i k  an adwnrd with h e  on h u e  mfE nfid ntar tkr&ing.jmrr lPmm d 

dismm i&m& t h  h& ar f t& wm allph. YPr saw ncrfkfb in mbn, 
on& Ogkf #f~m?hs with sk or\sigbl sidm, wbkh a p i d  dmv ovw fbtgrain 

[fir pagc 87J.w 
Fse€?triGkwas ako fascinated by rhe m i e  cmtumw. 

W- iah wmr bpatr ur sbbu witb sOff k&frrt, and &th &ngs tied 

kbw L LW. za( mnq amgmarg h j k t .  2% nun war rerm 
ht&, and a ~krr~-Lgih~$&+lin~d cm.. . . &tb arr B& to a p p r  m mni- 

!R! rlxcprLin ks,L h m t d  h$ tn h h insilt No trawling 

T%am wu *carp&@ w i t h  a shdt  $Urmy mud mtd in hisgird@' 



a*!? 'Trom Labrang we travded thmugh moreTibstvr c o u n q  grasry 
pkteaux alive with wild flowers, until we reached the Chinese bonirc dy of OM 
Taochow; wmte ]met "It was a three day jomney. From the top of high pwcs 
we aught glunpses of  the Mii Shan M o ~ ~ N  to die south, rhar grnt smDe 

range that separates Kansu and Szcchwan, and is the divide of the Yangm md 
Yellow River water sheds.''* 

T H E  GREAT LAMASERY AT CHONI 

They s w n  reachedTaochow. Taochow is a Mohammedan stronghold, and 

seemed ve~y flat after the rolling Thetan countryside:' ~xpIained Jvln 

YYI ~ t v d  ON nkbt d ff* miuion dm W wm av+d on Iwdarr&h m d  rlY neu dny 

W ramN,m thih owr tk bilk hi t b ~ p e q k i ~  &m@ link mmhlin v i b  o f a n i .  

B nrrths in fb bd r6r Tao &WC n rwrbiw mystal r r m ,  and + high uwlLdmaw- 

hllns (wrjmf m1 4 in an mcr hinds in natb a i m )  all dud it. &i is a 
lit18 Ebtfan villrgr wid n mwr dad% n&~ Prinn, qritt , % a  raL, do mb 

mnr-t Gbrhln k . 4 ~  

The village contained appmximady four huodrecTiberan fad ies  aad had 
changed very Jitde since its founding six cmnnicr b&. Although theTibetam 

I I anlike the Chinese, kept no written m&, 1-d claimed that C&oni war fhm& 

ed by Chinrse warriors who hul migmed across the mountains fiom Szechuan in 

1404, conquering the aibcr as they weat The ammtpxince, Yang Chi-Qing war 

twenty-second in line of suc~ession. His ancestors had been made hdi tacy chic& 
of Choni by the Chinese emperor, Yung h, and given the Chinae name of 
"Yang" along with an impaial sal* 

The prince admjnistered his &tov fram a palace on the north bank of 
theTao h e r .  His mbesmcn w u ~  wild, disobedient, and given to d m g  tntf 
stealing, but the Princc kept them in check and occasionally tan punitive raidr 
against them Janet and Fmdaick found him to bt a cultivated Chin- 

ViUagers m thc marketplace, Labrang. August 1913. gendeman of about f o q ,  tall, dean, and mtclligcnt. He s h o d  them his gum 



- 
Spcctaton on rhe bdcony of the Ianuxry at Chom mewmg rhc snnent hsnval of Cham-ngyon-wa bmg pertormec _ courtyard below, September r9~+  

and his urnera, a M e x ,  with which he had photognphed the Devil Dancers of 

Choni a few ahelrs b."' In 1928, Prince Yang Ta Ruh was relieved of his 

lmeditary title and military rank by the conquering Chinese general, Feng Yu 
S k q .  The prince became a m m  commissioner, and was subject to removal at 

h e  will of h e  L a n h  gavunmmtlu"The &yde kingdom was on iw way to 

ob-n 
W k n  Jmet and k d a i c k  arrived in 1923, the great lamvery at Choni kad 

mhadously &d many earthquakes we the mnuies. Iw gate bore an 

W p t i o n  ''Besmm4 by I m p d  command, Trmple of Tranquility" composed 
in zw by the g w  Empcmr Kang Hsi as a hvor to a local lama who had paid 

him a ririr?hc h a  is rrputed to bve m e d  from Peking with t h e  thou- 

sand taek of silver, an enormous fortune at that tlme, wh~ch he conuibuted toward 

the building of the temples and chanung halls of the monastery. W~thin the walls 

lay 17t b+, including ten chanting halls. At one time the monastery had 
+-eight hundred monks, but the populaaon had now dwindled to only seven 

hundred. For several days. Janet and F~derick wandered through the labyrinth 
of narrow streets and courtyards, taking notes and photographs."' 

The largest chanting hall, tucked behind the main square, was two hundred 

years old and could accommodate four hundred monks. Eighty large wooden pll- 
lars of red lacquered wood supported the tiled roof. One day, m the course of 

their wanderings. Janet and Frederick came across a service in the temple and 

stopped to watdLThe lamas, mostly young boys, sat cross-legged m SIX rows as 



The Qlam-ngyomw? festival dancm p d m  rht dance of the depaned spdrr (ot Dane of Dcarh) in the courcyad of rhe Lamasmy ac honr, Spambo 1911. 

an old lama stalked up and down the rows, cracking a whip in the air to keep 

order. Two thrones for the H ~ g h  Lamas or Buddhas rook the place of an altar. 
The service was musical, and everyone chanted or played a mus~cal instrrtment. 

For fesavals, the hall was decorated with brocades and long ceremonial umbrellas 

suspended from the ceiling. The pillars were covered with &rant hand-woven 
carpets, a present from the king of Akshan. 

On the festival day Janet and Frederick managed to dimb onto the roof 
of the temple. There the h, playrng fifteen-foot-long trumpets, were sum- 

monmg the t h r o ~ g  for the Chm-npa-wa (devd dances) pantomime in the great 
courtyard below. The long echoes of these ancient horns could be head hr 
away in the mountains.*' 

NOTE: Thc hmoru explorer Jwrph R& unvcd m Choni six months &er the Wdsk depxd, 
2nd smyd for w p m ,  coptody phoqoppbp the ctry and rhe nnul &cm fmt doamunrrd 
by the W&m. In his arudc, m 1 9 ~ 8 ,  hc b c d  to have heen rhe &t fompu w u  to 

photograph Cllam and rhc Dcvd Dmces.The N a t ~ o d  Gcagraphic Scciccy ncvrr nfurrd & daim. 

Inside the oldest of Chonrt chanting halls, dating back five hundred 

years, Janet and Frederick discovered the enormous gilded figure of 
Tsongkapa with his two disciples. Legend bad it thatTsongkapa had 
appeared on the stone altar of his monastery in ~714, and, after addwrrhg 

the crowd on the greatness of his church, became transfigured and asmded 
into heaven He founded the Yellow, or Refbrmed, sect, and established the 
church of Tibet* 

To the left of the main &nting hall was a 1 9  octagonal prayer cylin- 
der of wood. Inside was a complete set of the findfir andT.ndM, the gxmr 
Tiberan classics, comprising 317 volumes. With each tum of the two-storicd 

prayer wheel, a pilgrim would earn the merit of sayrng 317 volumes af pnyen. 



I THE FESTIVAL AT CHONI 

I On the sixth day of the sixth moon, Janet and Frederick witnessed the extraodi- 

nary Chant-rgyn-una, the "Old Dancel'The square in front of the chantiq hall was 
packed. Lamas armed with Iong blrch whips reached over the heads of the mwd 
and dealt gentle blows to the heads of the onlookers.Those in the ht rows would 

duck to awtd the blows. but those further back were in direct range of the assaults. 

All were good-natured and suffered the n t d s t r c  punishment as a matter of course. 

Thousands of spectators had gathered. Women with my babba, both half naked, 

braved the &.The nomad women kept one shoulder and half of their bnasc 

bare, as Janet had so often seen in the fields, and the rest of their bodies wrapped m 
their traditional sheepskin coats." 

Now the chief kmas gathered before the buuu images in the center of the 

courtyard, bearing the boy godTsemoling.This four-year-old peasant boy, dressed in 

yellow silk, had been dedared the incarnation of rheTtbetan lung by the D& 

I h a . T h =  huge mwd pressed forward. 
Before the ceremonies began, the Choni prince, escorted by his solders who 

parted the throng for hi, strode onto the c o u q d ,  and, prostrating himself three 

ames upon a carpet, bowed to the enormous butter imagm. Janet and Frederick 

Joined ~IIII later in the gallery. T he sea of humanity below caused a nauseating odor 

of rancid butter to rise to the gallery in waves.The prince med to neutralize the 

stench by sniffing mothballs. Janet merely held her handkerduef bebre her nose 

L d e  of the fresh water from the Tao River was used for personal hygiene. As a 
result, the monks reeked of rancid butter and grease, and their skins were black 

from the years of accumulation of filth. Their priestly garments of red Lhasa doth 
were never washed, smce Tew of them had more than one robe. 

Twnty feet above the courtyard, wlra had been stretched from side to side. A 

Lamas mJong final pmparanonr for the gr-t bunrr a month of .rost,c crrarlon miniature temple of wooden and colored papel was balanced on the wires over the 
hcforr the  fcstrnval of Ch-ngyon-wa. Chant. Scptcinbcr 1924 Phowgraph by Joscph Rodr. exact center of the courtyard, duminated by butter lamps. The heat of the h e p s  



Tlw five grrar buncr a ~f Chanl-ngpn-!M y at Chonl. 

icptcmber 192,. Thr towrring . ring srtmlog~cal and deities, rake 
nontlu ro prepare fionl chilled yak bt~nrr. Ar nighr hundreds of y& butter cmdlcs illumimtc 
le panels. Phorogr.aph by Joseph Rock. 



rotated the little prayer wheel of the temple, inscribed by the traditional prayer, 

Om Man1 Bdnr Wm+"Oh! lotus flower, Amen:' It all seemed to float on air. At 

a blare of the trumpets, two baskets resemblrng lotus flowers, each supported 

by a great paper butterfly, were sent along the htgh wtres next m the wooden 

temple. In these baskets. controlled by smngs held by the lamas below, were 

suange dolls, resemblmg Buddh~st detnes. The mmonettes ptvoted and spun far 

above the heads of the crowd. Baskets of them followed, one after another, to 

delrght the cro~d.'~ 

The lamas had ~ r e ~ a r c d  the butter panel &play the day before. Towerrng 

posts, supporang five wooden frames, had been erected m front of the old chant- 

mg hall Yak butter panels, brought out from the cold sroremoms, were secured to 

five enormous panels by small ropes. Arnstic monks had worked for months to 

prepare the beauufd panel, sculpted from more that thirteen hundred pounds of 

yak butter that had been donated by nch pamns of the monastery. The best 

molden were m great demand, and rr&y for their servtces had developed among 

the lamasmes. The challenge of creanng the rmages on the panels took place m 

the cold of mnter, m freezmg rooms.The butter was first m e d  with twenty drf- 

f e m t  bnlLant colors. The monks drpped them fingers m rcy water before touch- 

mg the butter, wluch they then sculpted mto mmcately detded panels represent- 

ing the many Ttbetan Buddhlst derues.The figures were then adhered to the pyra- 

rmd-shaped s&ldmg m front of the main shnnes.'~ 

By the tune these panels were m place, nrght had fallen The monks then 

amoged hundtcdr of ht butter lamps on shelves before the images, shedding a 

b r i l l i t  white light on the deities. L 
The dancers' ceremonial costumes, dating from the Manchu dynasties, were 

nchly embrordered m vrbrant colors. Fredenck was told that they cost up to five 

thousand m11 each.The masks, made of papter-mbcht, werghed ten pounds each, 

and were finely pamted and decorated wrth a full range of expressions. Before 

putting on their masks, the lamas pulled on padded woolen caps that covered Masur Lhamo, one of the twenrv-one Bowas who dance w~lhYa'anw, the 1111cr of thc under- 

thek foforehea&, their ne&, and the sides of faces. These caps were secured world. m rhe Cham-ngyon-wa festnal, makes h s  grand cnrrancc. HIS mark of p.ip~er-michi 

by scarves, passed under the chin, and tied on the top of the headThe masks we~glu over twenty pounds and takes hourr to adlust onto 111s head. Chon~. Scptembcr 1914. 
Photograph by Joreph Rock. 



were then placed ovcr the caps and adjusted so that the lama could sec out through 

die openings for the eyes. 

The  dance began the following day at noon undcr the blazing sun.The 

crowd gathered and surroundcd the courtyard. Janet and Frcderick wcre dlowed 

seats of  honor In the gallery near the princc. Thc  walls and roofs wcre packed 
with people of  varlousTibctan tribes, and some Kansu Chincsc (sec page 160). 

Earlier. Frcdcrick and Janet had rcccived special pcrmissron from the princc 

to some of  the costumes. They marched off one day to a special 
temple on the bluff above the town where they drank tea, and ate sweetmeats 

wirh the lama and rook pictures, and were sl~own the entire building.',' 

The  orchestra lncluded large circular drums held erect by staffs fastened to 

the rlms wlrh s~cklc-shaped rods as drumsticks. Bronze trunipcts ten to fifteen 

feet long blared, as ivell as small trwnpcrs In the forms of  dolphins. The main 

courryard served as the stage for the panromime. and no words were spoken- 

mercly an occasiond ourcry by one of  the pcrformers. Wrth a flourish of  trum- 

per, gong, cymbal, and drum, the large doors of  the chanting hall opened, and 

four boys madc their appearancc in rhc square. Clad In scrlped silk shirts and red 

jackcts, they represented the demons or ~rgotlg. Their masks rescmblcd Hlndu faces 

rvitl~ prominent noses, surmounted by conical hats with rcd, Fuzzy knobs on top. 

These young boys danccd In pifirs, jumplng into the air and spinning wirh a ges- 

turc of  the hand. 

Nrxr rnmr d r  D m t l  Donnrr ,  who w r n  itor B~~Adhtrts, b ~ r  an o~lrgrnwth of rhn~nortunt 

~ I I A  r o m r y .  ThT w r n  A m v d  to rrnkr rrrrnr in ~ h t  hranr o f  ~ h r  rprrrarors, arid rtprtrcnrcd 

arrtrlanrr of Shown rhr D r q  ntarntgrr o/ Ynma. T h 9  b r o a d  ro drtvr nwny m11 iplnfs, 

rtprrrrnrd by n htlbrh band of  t2ht bv~rlg rkhrortr rrpmn,rirlg drpanrd sptnrr T ~ I I  SPIT- 

zrrd prforon,arr of rhr Chant-rlgyon-wn, rrpprrrrnri~lg drparld  sptnrs who atdtd 111 p t ~ i ~ a h ~ r l g  

rhr tutrbrd, wm AnrrrA t r l  r l g h r - / l r t ~ ~ ~  ganritnrr w ~ f h  srrtpr o f  bnlbanr rrd rrbrh nlr to 

rrrrniblr fhr boner o f  rhr skrle~on. Owr 11>rse 1hry twrr  rktrrs o f  rm~raf to~t  rktn, S ~ A ~ I S  

rnd~tlg ~ n ~ l o v r r  wirhjr lgrn rtpptd w ~ r h  hug, rlawr, and twry-whirt rkulL wtrh n d  ~t 

rorkrrr. Thr yowlg Lnno wrrr vrry agth, nnd m w n t d J u n o ~ , r l y  ovrr L whoC r o n a q a a  

hrfp,,lg f~~~~~ w ~ r h  rhr d r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ! ' ~  

Janer and Frederick watched. fascinated, as scene after scene below 

them. At rhc top of  the steps of  the chanting hall, directly opposlte her. Jancr 

saw the enormous figure of  Yama, the grim ruler of the nether world, a mag- 

nificent figure arrayed in a gorgeous garment embroidered with %old dragon 

rising from the sea. A rich brocade collar hung ovcr his shoulders. His rrrrify- 

ing headdress, ~a in t cd  to represent a bull wit11 goldell horns, was a 

brilliant blue with a scarlet nose, and five human skulls adorning the forehead. 

In his right hand he held the scepter of death, crowned with a skull, and in his 

left a skull cup w ~ t h  red fringc.The strangc figure gyrated slowly to the mea- 

sured beat of the drums and cymbals before descending to the courtyard.Th~r 

was the oldest of  the C h o n ~  mystery plays.The monks restrained the eager 

crowd wirh difficulty."' 

The twenty-one Lords of  Hell. Yama's attendants, then arrived and 

jo~ned him in a whirling dance called the Bows. The  fiendish Balden Lhamo 

led the dancers with a miniamrc corpse of  her son, whom she had supposedly 

devoured, dangling from her mouth. In a bag by her side, she carried 

diseases thar she released ovcr man and beast when angered. The Dalal Lama 

of  Lhasa had pronounced Queen Victorla the reincarnation of this demon 

years before.:'" 

Onc of  Janet's favorlte figures was that of Nantain and h ~ s  guards. 

Nantaln reprcsenred a Ch~nese monk who had come from China toTibet in 

the c~ghth ccnmry to dispute wirh the Tibetan I.unas. He lost the debate and 

became an object of ridicule. It was one of  the few pantomimes of political 

propaganda that emphasized the superiority of the lamas over the Chinese. 

whom they thoroughly dlslikcd, and at brought down the house. The fat and 

fatuous Nanrain entered the great courtyard on the arm of an old man and an 

old woman. Then the eight Devil Dancers arrived with a wooden tray. They 

danccd around the tray with Nanrarn and his four tiny disciples. ~vlio wore 

masks and costumes similar to thar of  the rid~ci~lous old ~riesr. Much Fun was 

had by all as the Chinese monk war put through a series of r~diculous antics 

and finally beaten on the hcad with hls necklacc~.'~ 



DANGEROUS CROSSINGS 

dfh many days entranced by the pantomimes in the lamasety in Chom, Janet 

and Frednick found bundles of mail from home and received an unexpected 
visit from the Emnyp, who had stopped on their way to Szechuan. Mt Lin and 

Mc Chirrg ako SW up rftv a long ucunion collecting in the mountam. 

Mr. L& had wer one b & d  new binds to be label&, and Mr. Ching had 

ndded mvly more spffiunens to the botanical collection. The compound was 

hum+ with activity. 
Janet continued to measure and recod the recent specimens, and developed 

two hundred of their latest photographs in the rnalieshifr d a r b o m T h e  remod- 

ddTibctan h e ,  which M once belonged to a Living Buddha &m b a ,  

wpa now was part of the mission, and sewed as thek headquarters in Chom 

The Emerys departed on their way to Szechuan. "I envy the Emerys this 

journey, and would have gone wlth them, had Le been possible to transport all 

our gear--nearly one hundred casts-over the mountains. I hope to make the 

trip someday myself.They will, I think, be the first white people to go over this 

particular road:' wmte Fredmdc.(l 

Their final week m Choni, Frederik, Mr. Wu, and the hunters departed 

for few days of hunting in ehe lush foresm surrounding Archues a small vil- 

lage high in the nearby mountains.They passed their days hunting for sheep, 
and hunted bear at night. The local hunters managed to swing their way across 

the ruohing Tao River on high suspended ropes. This was the traditional 

Tibetan means of crossing the numerous roaring streams that coursed down 
the valleys. 

As Alexandra David-Neel described a similar ordeal, 



E y  [rkr naiivrpidrs]parml tbc . . .mp ms [h rivw1-u eel mbarirfiat th t  

equim an uncommon rftmgfh in L and a cmnplnr a b w  Pfgiddiws. &c mm 
wnc net t w d , .  . By scramblrd maihd wr that ragpng and n9i1g mpr at a rensitb- 

abk dirtam abw~ I m h g  wnrm Whm rhy bad n d r d  rbr oposirr bad, h- 
thr luggagr btgn [along tht mprs]." 
On their remm to Choni. Fredmck discovered that two mules had 

been stolen from Mr. Ching. The draroa unfolded in the chambers of the prince 

as Fredaick demanded repayment for the mules stolen in his nrdtory. The 

prince replied that as Frederick did not have an official escort, he could not 

hold the prince accountable. Tlus discussion lasted two days. Finally Frederick 
and the prince each paid fifty tack to the owners of the mules. TheTaochow 

guide, who had allowed the mules to be stolen, was turned over to the prince 

for punishment.* 
More trouble lay ahead. As the expedition wove its way through the wild, 

densely forested mountains, they were on the lookout for robbers at all times. 

"We met one group of hard-looking characters, but apparently we looked even 

worse to them, at least not a word did they sag  wrote FreduidcU At dawn the 

next mornmg, however, Janet and Frederick were told that thieves had dug a hole 

m the mud wall of the inn and stolen a packsaddle, a tent, and a suitcase of 

dothing belonging to Mr. Ching.They cut the raps, took the contents, and left 

the empty case at the bank of the river. No one was harmed, and fortunately Mr. 
Ching's aucial botanical records had been stored safely in a strong locked tnuJc 

Frederick promised to replace Mr. Ching's wardrobe.* 
At noon the expedition aossed the roaring Tao River atTstng Shwei Chu. 

This was their qruckest river aosslng of the whole trip. 
A mp rvrn rkar -I thr nwr, mwnd to ~wo m$ pim of bowldm on r i t h  sidr A 

M m  wwdm s6azvr on rha mpr hrlpdguih t b h ,  a mu4 nmdackh b d  P f  mgh, 

W boavdr, smallrr than usual, and much uvrn to manv. I n j w  ~ ~ I I U @ S , ] M  and I wm 

arms, with br* L'tt9 ~wo nruk and P bm. ll. otbtrj%nr bmrrr madt arrotbcr l d  b~ 
t& wm cmbn~king &n wig# wll r h  of L bank % h k m  of our 

m u k  rmnc this d n g  in rrqoonful twk t h  o w  hw himJ 
Thc uprdirron mules m a k q  the srrcp asccnr ro Archucn. Tibet, Seprrmbrr y. 1923. 



Mm m&ung one of wvcnry-ru yak skrns for coluuuctton of rhc r& for the r r w n  dawn the 

YtUm [Lvrr. Lnchow,, October qq. 

From the little village of Titao the road to Lanchow was all downhill. 

Frederick wrote: 
Ptopk calkd it a cari mad all L wayfrom Titao, and so it is in I )  smsrr: no vehick on 

earth but a Chinesr cart cmrla' ntgothtt its mountainous b~nla'trs and slough of despond 

without bring utterly wreckrd; no L m a n  bring brrt a Chinrsr rarttr rould/would take a 

&kd d i r k  mm it without pmmptb wswsinating tbc oficiah who ought to srt to its 

upkeep O n  hcrwback, it is quite i~rgotiablr, tbough my stirrups somttimes neary t m c M  I 

aiud t h g h  which my horn war wading.* 

On September zo, when the expedition returned to Lanchow, Janet discov- 

ered that Aro, their "dearTibetan puppy, had grown into a large-sized awkward, 

mongrel dog, nothingTibetan at all. It was quite a shodt."" 

RETURN TO LANCHOW: 
THE BUILDING OF THE RAFT 

On their a c r i d  in inchow the mail brought them news of a diiasmus earth- 

quake in Japan, as well as the mysterious death of a close woman &end Peking. 

Janet also discovered that the letters she had written several months before had 

never reached New York. "I am much &curbed and annoyed that my letters never 
reach you," she told her family: 

I cannot undnrrnnd it, and have avrgoh to t k  lbrtal Cmmtssionm O f  rpurs~ knrrsj'mm 

Lanrbow, and SW$ and W Kanm t a b  at kast I )  month to rmd horn B u t y  ought 

to hmurgottm thrJunc k f t en  b y h g w b  I d o   hop^^^ havagoncn more kttcn lattb. . .. I 
smr y a n o h  m6k a@ days p ~ r l l i q y  that w w r e  stafiiigfor PIk lq  vra L 
E I h w  Riwr, due in &king Novm~berfirst N o  dmrbt all thatypu wad pf Chrna is inart 

smrruionnl, and cawrsyou undw a m i t y .  China IS upnt-that IS mu, but Kailsu IS 

p+l btyand wr&, a n d f i y o y  whP livr with alrgrpb and mriis, ft is hard to na l ia  



:bat mu part of China mn ba S& and D D ~  urn@ But Knmn ir mfarfmm M n x  nr 

San Bancir~ is* Cbicag, a n d p  ran imqiue laat mu could br r+ in Slzn Finnrirm, 

with f m i f u n ~ n ~  in CbirdguN 
Janet and Fred~ick expected to leavo on their yak-skin aft down the Yellow 

River soon afhr their ax id  In Lanhow. nere wnr many ddays, however, and 
much wotk to do before they could &part tws we& later on October 6.The 
collections had to be cornpietch/ dried, and amythg M to be repacked a, fit 
on the taft beforr the dangms journey dawn the river. 

Rafa were a fdmiliar means of transportation up and down theYdlaw 

River. The construction of the W+ raft, however, was mmpliated. It nsted on 

seventy-m Inflated yak s h  that had been salad and oiled and s&d W& 

straw. The openings then tied tightly with mpe, pactidady the neck o p -  

mgs. At times the leg stump of the yaks w a d  srick up in the water groDsUJy. 
F~derick was mtxigued by the engineering q u i d  m build the nft H e  

expkined &at, 

h i ~ s b h r a s b r a g d t h ~ ' ~ ~ w r c l o r 6 n r m p f h w n ~ ~ ~ n a b ,  

I r y a r d m ~ ~ r m + ~ l h a r w ~ ~ ~ r i r n ~ m ~ [ r i r ] ~ a t L  

mrL,prtmana'mb.r, Mdmplrrnndr jntmrbmrT6rm&atbmuddnn 

~ ~ , b h u o n u l , & t k 6 ~ i e n u a p d m ~ ' e ~ b n $ p u " m ~ L b o p , m  

m d j r t k m w ; a o d r 8 i s p u t t k n ,  b t k m n w t b u k a d ~ o n & L n y $  



The gmup assrmblcd for a final ptcn~c bcforc rhe cxprdir~on left Lanchow: Father Van Dyke. Major Srrachan. 
Mrs. Scovillc, Janer. Frcderick. Mr. Andrrws. Mcnyn Andrews, and Mrs. Andrews. Ocrobcr 1923. 

& w h n ~ d L ~ s . ~ r r r n u r k ~ s w r d f o r b q g g n g r m d p " m g r r r .  H a  
rAnr is morbn lnyn m mm gpotr, mting on thr mm and quarter rimbnsr*) 

Fmkick's h.aining as m mginem allowed him to redesign the aft He 
o d d  tloodng on one urd of the raft for his and Janct's tent, and the cook 

b w l ' h e  aam of the whction were p-M high in the middle for stability. He 
bclinwid~at their quvars were " d e d ,  but comfortable:' although the entire 

tnfi anwud onIp twenty-eight by fect and was to uny &teen passm- 
p lor three weeks.* 

Rafts were Iegion in Lanchow, and a l l  along the upper course of the Yellow 

Rlver little rafb of p 'gsb,  mIve or thirteen skins tied m a flimsy frame, war 

used for local transport. Big rafts of yak hides, and some of timber, were used to 

carry merchandise far down the river.The usual cargo was wool or tobacco. The 

hide rafrs were then carried back over knd, and made a second trip the same F. 
The raft was finished under the careful supervision of both Frederick and 

Mr. Andrews, who was "very good in makmg the contract for the raft, paying out 

the necessary money, and doing a lot of chores for us. He is a 'Prince among 





October 6th.'' wrote Janet. "A dear old Russian refugee, an engineer by profcssio~~. 

with a face like Jesus Christ, was die only one who bid us 'good-bye: H e  greatly 

feared for our safecy going through the rapids, and in his Slavic earnesmess 

wished all sorcs of  blessings upon us."'" 

The  yak-skin raft proved to be better than Janet had anticipated. 

Th r@ 1s 1,117 rom$ortabC anrd riicsr a n i l i ~ g .  11 brks O I I ~  0111 f h i n ~ s o ~ i ~ r  p l n ~  ~vhrrr 

W carr u r n s r ,  For @rr tbrr  moitrhr of ndt,lg ~wrtp ro thirrj r n i b  a day, to nr all dos 

long u o n.1 Lrdshtp nnd hord or, rb ltr'tr Th r@ is rrtadr of rorrrip-nw )wk dlnr ,  

rru@ wtrh rrraw: and trylarrd w ~ r h  rorrlr air TDur arr rird ro~rhrr  w ~ ~ h  lorg pob .  011 top 

of I L  mrr  a plafon~t rhiws)rr long byj f irr t frrr  wrdr (rb wtdrh of L r@,. 0 1 1  

rhtr pla+nrt W, nr~d r b  Chir~rsr " a n y "  . . hw.  08, rirbr nzd o f  rhr pla$nn rhrrr e a 

rpnn abour m t j r l  lorg, jlur rhr polu wrriig on rb rkir~r, and h m  rhr r@ rirr~ twrk rhr 

mJ, wlrh M lorg oars, bow and r r m ~ ,  do L t r  rlrrptng and rhrir rooktrlg 1 wtsh romr of 

our hurrr~rfh r r n r ~ w ~  Nnv York rwkr rortld srr L t r  mud rrovr nrrir~g on r w  p o h  with a 

p k  dtn for a bnw, and s n  r b  rrro~nirlg ronrorrtonr rhar comr our of rhr~r krrrlr bier a day 

0,) rb pla$ntt W haw our ront, a 11rrL shock of tnarrtrlg,Jor rhr mok, nnd a g m r  rarpaa- 

81,-rmrrrd sparrJor rhr Chtr~rrr ro rhrp. Undcr rhtr rarpaulzn our rarrr o f  rprc~mnir, and 

bW nor 111 u u ,  a n  plarrdjfar ro n m h  apoor,  a,,d rhr Chtnar, sixrtcm o/ rhnn, rarh hnr 

h s  br1C rtwk tuhrrr h u  brdd~rg ir and w h r n  hr rlrrps morr of rhr doss nrtd nighr or 

~ k ,  wluhly, crptctal~ rhr rook and rb I I I $ U , ' ~  

It was hardly the Rirz, but Janet had grown accustomed to  strange, crowded 

lodgings and found the rivcr trip to be an advenrure. 

The  6 n t  day out thcy h~red eleven men to guidc the raft through thc 

rreacherous raplds. Janct war anxlous, z 

rbrr raptb a n  rpolun of ~n hurhrd wh~sprn,  arrd E [firdrnrk] and l borh rhoughr w r  murr 

brgotng rhrorlgh a rrrorond Ntagara. Bur rb w t n  mtld ir, rhr u r r n r ,  n r rpr jo r  a j r w  

a r ~ r ~ r l g  slomntrr III ronu whlrlpoh, w h n  W alruorr hit rhrgrrar ro$ r l f fr  rhar &nr dc 

n r w  In. Th rqr mot krPr up a ron~irrual~rIlivlgJor rhrjvr  bun wr w n  ~rr rhr rapids, a 

ypual  Ch~rrnr Lbtr whl,tor~r a br tnrn a n  workbg roFrhrrS* 

Freder~ck explained that the rapids ran for twency miles through the moun- 

tains, whcre the underlying rock had been cut by the raver as it roared through the 

narrows. It was said to  Le very dangerous at high water, particularly for rafts made 

of logs. They often raced too fast rlirough the canyons, and were dashed agalnst 

the cliffs instead of  following the current. T h e  Wuls~n expcdic~on was blessed that 

tlie rivcr was low at this time of  year. Once safely through the gorges, Frcderick 

tipped thc pilot, and he and the crew remrned to Lanchow on foot."' 

Gradually their life on die raft assumed a daily routine as thcy Roared 

through the countryside. Janet described their journey, 

A Any-by-day anolrrrr of rhr rgr  r p  would br dull rcad~nh a I! is drill rrmrling. Wbrn rL 

r+ rarr rrvrl, \W rnah z o o  to j o o  li a Any, ~rtrarly l o o  rn ib .  Bu t  rhrn air hgh  

wirlb, W hat11 10 rrr up ro L short all day and rurrr. Nothing is ro wraring 011 rhr nrnlrr 

as rhow wirrds. M'r haw rlrd up ro jar  two arid orir h a y  days nud, insrrad of making 

Ningbia ,,I 6 days, 11 har ~ k a l  u s  ovrr 8 wr havr Crr w t ,~d fo r  rhr rrrtratrlbr o f  rhr 

rr9, wr mlghr 10 nmkr Paorow ,,t,tc or rot doss B u f  quart sabc? 

I haw wad ropio~uly, storrly ,tovrL ~harj l l l ta  [Llmrir] rrrrr inr, anArorrlr rhar 

Lngdor~  M'arnrr pnsrd on to us. T h 9  a n  a~nusrrlg, and parr rhr rwlr 

F [Frrdmrk] r a k ~  Chirirrr Crronr mty prr ioon ,  a t ~ d  rprndr fhr rcrr of h ~ r  rtstr In 

w n ~ ~ r g  arrtrlrr H i s  rrrrrgy nrrd ryroi i  would asrou,iAyou. H r g r r  ttp prorriprly ar rorrtl 

ortry trtorntng If4 brra&rr 01 7 9 0 ,  hutd ar f q o ,  sup 01 6, ond I am  ir, brd by 7 : j o  

and slnp clorrn hours mrry rrighr. M'r rravrlfrorn dawu, ~ b o l ~ r j l V r  a 111. '111 dark, atid !it IIP 

ar r ~ g h h  Thr rivrr 15 roojull of ra,~A bn~lks to nmkr nghr rravrl rnJr wrrhor,~ a aoor~. '~  

T h e ~ r  routine was interrupted occasionally by the unexpected. Janet was 

delighted to recount a challenge on the river, and to photograph it carcfi~lly. 

OIIC Aaj W srurk 01, a rattd ba t t k f o r f i r  hourr, Frnally, rhr ronrb~rird (Ubrr of all ha~~ds ,  

F [Frrdmck], our Ir Chinar, n ~ d  j v r  r l ,  i nm  wadirg knrr-Artp I I ~ I  tuarrr a,ld I I I ~ I I ~  ar 

a ropr,go~ d r  old ark rrloving. F had rnrnrd trtr 10 a i~rghbon,g rnrrd bank ro warrh rhr 

prrformanrr I f  war a nrraw:. 1 hopr L prrrrrnr I rook rvtll brgooA [srr pagt fog].'" 

Fredcr~ck described the scene In more detail. 

All hartdr wadrd to a lirrk irlattd, a,$ \a had ngrarzd rug of war agnrrirr rhr fillow Rivrr, 

hying 10 ~llovr r h  141 rrwalryjrr I , I I O  rhr rhnrirrl. 11 rnrrrr irnPornbC ro tmovr rhrrr rhirgr 

agalrlrr rhr rurnnr. All orlr car, do a ro rwmg orrr a ~ d  'ril rhr srrrairl cadr r  11. 17x11 rhr 

whoC m/, r pbq  and very b h l y  brrakr loorrjroin rhr rnzd bnrtk. IVhrn rhr nr/r jrrr  I I I ~ S  

Janct ~n fronr of hrr trnt on the rnlr jtdrl before thr drparrurr ro I'aorovv. Ocrobcr 6 ,  1921 

T h ~ s  final journcy took rhrm rrvrn hundrrd tnllrr down rlw Ycllow Kwrr 





' , > .,-. 
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Thc upcdinon r a f ~  tics up on an uninhabited bank on rhe Yellow R I V ~  on IL( way m Paomw, Oaober 16,1923. 
On thcir nghr lay the sandy Ordor Dwuz ID & c l  left a plain with the Ho LM Shan Mountams looming o v e ~  it. 

Thy sp.nt the n i g b  acd to thc mud bank. It  was ofan hot whm dv winds ceased, m contryt to the picrcing cold 
whm the winds luhcd rhc nfr O h  when the winds rubuded they ran half the night by moonlrght. 

jkt &mm sLnv a~ + wp. J f  tbat~%ilr, tb hop into r6r uwr and pisb. b cold, 1 

f i n d  it. 73af wanally mmvd tbiw. Wbcn ILfsiIr, !by bang a ~ w r p f m m  onr sik 
mpvd WII~ ropr, to to tbr 6rmnt and klp lp. T6rf i rr i  rs tmm is mloding, 1 

~ d ~ p t m r r r n m ~ n a f i p , . & r d w a d ~  andnondofhmcbIr." 
Jhic drys passed wiehsut incident when the wind died down. They were 

flo1thg thmugh rhe WingbDia piain past a few Fmiliar ldmarks, but mostly 

b g h  h mumtry widl 4 ndtht Ho Lan Shan Mountains in the dis- 
n n c ~  One wmiog Lur boatloads of tough-looking rharactets tied up dong- 

side them. As a precaution, the expedition cast their iaft off and dropped a few 

miles down the river. 

Occasionally the raft would tie up at small tiverside towns along the 

mute. At Ninghsia Fcederick wished to visit the eminent Belgian priest, a 

mownedTibetan scholar who had spent ten years in Sining, Janet described 
their day 

Yukrdq, &out ninr a.m. W got to H w g  C h g  L part of Ninghsia, winad+rt, a 
fnu lnirrrabh shanties, and agreatflat, mnddyplain. That is Hung Chcng. 11 ir>rty 



11 [ r h n t m  rrt~lrs] Jrom Nilghsia 011d no rarrs to br had. Wr so,rrrrdtd in h l r i rg 0 

dorlk3: p111 rornr bknkris, our washbar~n wirh roilrr arr~rlrs, !,L lurlrh box, a pitrhrr, 

sorrr rxrra roars, ar~d, inrh AI RIIAIOW, wt srantd off M had ro b~ ly  Joodjor rhr rrsr 

of rhr rrtp, and F ~ l A r r ~ d  was rnosr ar~xious io in h r h r r  Srhrnm. Wr wrlkrd, and I 

rodr on fop of our rrngrarli bur~dlrs Jor a w h l l  Wr/oo,nd a ,tr< rlrorl trlrl near ihr 

Caihol~r  rt~issior~. h r h r r  Srhram ~urlrorr~rd us, nrldgovr us a nun hot roffrr, sorolt~c ham, 

brrnd and janl. And I, ajrrr rry lorg walk, g01 slrrpirr artd rlrrp~prr, whllr drgood 

fnrhrr u lkrd nlosr L r n r d l y  111 Frrtzd and sn~okrd hb lotg Flr,n,sh ptpr. Finally, I got 

bark 10 rhr ~ n t t  d' 

Fatlicr Schrani gave Frcdcrick a great deal of valuable information on the 

ethnographic problems of  Kansu, which he was able to incorporate into his 

report on  Kansu. Janet scttlcd into the warm October sunshine In the courtyard 

of  an ancicnr Inn while thc two m m  discussed the history, language, and 

anthropology of Kansu. As the twll~ghr deepened, Janet descrzbed the evening, 

)I+ wannrd up our rlrt oj bakrd bransjor supptr, and dm 1 rrru&HggLA io mnkc nlyrrJ' 

rortforrablr or, rhr hard brlrk katg [rhr brd of ttorih Chrlla]. F [Frtdrnrk] r r run~rd  10 

ralk wt ih rhr Farhrr, and I slrpr a l t r r l t  off arld on. NOW, F b bad ago111 W I I ~  F~rh r r  

Srhratt~goirlg ovrr phoroirophs Jor ihr Nar~onnl Grographtr Sonny. In a lirrb wL4 wc 

nrurtt to L m+, rind srur or! agabt. WC hop! to narh Prkirg by Novr~nbcr j rsr ,  l111 rlo 

darn nrc nrrnlrt ,,I Cht,ta.:'l 

By October rs the river had w~de l~ed  into a vast lake that flowed gently. 

Small boats could bc seen 111 the distance. Although the days were still and 

warm, the nights became ,cc-cold, and the water left in the basins overnight was 

frozen by morning. They cast off early and drifted until long after sunset. O n  

thcir right lay the sandy Ordos Desert, to their left a pla~n with the H o  Lan 

Shan mountains loornzng above it. They spent the nights tied to the mud bank. 

Ir was ofrcn hot when the w~nds  ceased, in contrast to the pierclng cold ivhcn 

the winds lashcd thc raft. Often, when thc wind dted, they ran half the night by 

the light of  the moon. 

As thcir journey drew to a close, tliey floated elcven hours each day, tying 

LIP a t  the rlvrrbank at night. Gradually they saw more and more farms, closer 

and closer together, and they knew they were nearing Paotow where their jour- 

ney had begun nine months ago. On  thcir last day out. Fredcrick recorded, 

"Today we can scarcely believe our mernories."~'~ 

Janet lamented their departure from Kansu. 

1l+ LIC III rnarly tvqs to L v r  Kann,. Wt haw had a ~ w n d t f u l  rurttmrr, m d  1 

rh~nk F [Frrdrrtrk] has dortr santt w r k  ofprrrnana,~ valuc b a u brat,r+l 

prosrrr, alr,tosr ar bg U Tuq wtrh wide srnrdrr of dtsrn on Jr norrh, gnat 

graztng plorraux in r L  wtsr n loy  r I  Ttbnanjronrtrr, nn ngnn,lr~ral br11 1 0 ,  rhr 

rmrrr of thr prov~nrr, and, in rhr s o ~ ~ r h - r ~ r  and nn r L  south-wrrr braur$,lforrry 

rnoa,~ra~ru, nv rn  and agood dra/ of w t l d p r n r  Con~pand ro rbr orhrr provtnrrr of 

Chtna, Karzsu o sparsfly popularrd, but rhtrr s rtogrtot povtrfy, ar Joodgrmur tar t -  

ly and r l  r l~rnon tr nor srvrrr Thr  rnost ~ r ~ r r r t s i ~ r g  rh::g 111 K a m t ~  10 VIIC ar, 161 

dfltrrnr n r q  and rntxrurr of roits a,tA lang~~ngtr-Ch~rwst, Alongol, T ~ r r k ~ .  

Arabs, T~banns of many rnbrr and rlarts, and abor~girtcs whorl ong~n a rrtll unicr- 

tarn. I orre~or rmagrrrr a ,nun prrrarrrqur dnd mrnutrrrr rpor I N  C w r l d  rod9 ihun 

da Tibrmrt bordtr.. . '" 

Fredcnck wrote, on the last page of his journal. "Here the journey ended.":" 

The  team was gradually disbanded. Mr. Ching and Mr. Chang. the loyal 

botanists who had amassed such an important collection, went on to 

Nanking. Mr. Chmg stayed on the payroll to  go over his botanical specimens 

and his notes, packing and verifying each carton. These would be then sent on 

to Manila for further conservation. Frederick gave him h ~ s  IA Kodak special 

as a present to practice his photography. Jdnet and Frcderick p a ~ d  off the 

cook and the groom. Mr. Wu and the invaluable Pu remained with the 

Wtllsins as permanent fixtures in their household in Peking. As Frederick 

wrote on the last line of  hls journal. "So our party dissolved, to assemble. 

perhaps, in the ~pr ing . " '~  



R E T U R N  T O  PAOTOW 
AFTER N I N E  M O N T H S  

-P P--p- . ~ -- ..- - - 

Paotorv was as bustling as evcr. Janct saw signs of  expanding businesses cvcry- 

whcrc: n c ~  shops, inns, trading posts, and \r.arehouses were going up at cvcry 

station. Thcir old inn showed signs of  prospcrlr): new palnt, some ncw rooms. 

m d  a more impressive gateway The  city seemed a \r~hirlwind of  life, after thc 

empty quiemcss of  trawl on thcir raft. 

Through the courtesy of the starionmasrer, the cxpedit~on had an cntire 

forty-Foot stecl Freight car to thcmselr~es and thcir gear. In it dlcy ~ i l c d  "ljo pieces 

of  baggage. all thc Chinese [team] and ourselves," wrote Jancr. 

Ar K\wt\& ar wrc abL fog! ajrsr r h r  rontparrrnntrJor F [Frrdrrirk] mtd rnc, n bir 

rmwdrd, htlr rto nzarwr4,zd ar 8.00 A.>!, or1 Orrohrr 29 rhr 'Cn~rml China Lpdtrto~r 

of rh Nartonnl Grographtr Sor~ry'mrarhrd W1ilg II'r hnvt rravrhd 18jo rr~~b b borbnd, 

700 b nvrr and r,ooo b j  rraln. Il'r hm o a r j o o  bud sktrq ovrr r jo  stanrn~al skins, 

hrgt ortd srnnll, abostr 600 rtprprlk's sklnr, OIIA wll ovrr 1,000 rprnrs ofpla,~rs ,v116 abour 

rol sprrtmrrts ro n rptcna. Prnbabh rh bora,t~rnl roltrton will br rhr rnosr tn~~rnrarlg ro 1ri- 

our. l rbmk ir u r h j n r  rolhrlrior~ 9 Knnsu/lora rogo ro Arnrrira." 

Thc  plants wcrc restored in the Philippines, and cvcnrually shipped to the 

Smithsonian along with the zoologrcal specimens. Eighty ycars later, the collcc- 

tions remaln a prizr at the Smithsonian Insrimtion. 

Eighteen hundred photographs went to the Natlonal Gcographlc Society, of  

which jlo \verc selected for their permanent archives. Sadly, hourver, the Natlonal 

Geographic Society destroyed the original negatives in 1971. Thc  W~llsins gave the 

rerna~nder of thc collection to the Rabodg Museum of  Archaeology and 

Ethnology at Harvard, along with &c nitrate ncgativcs. Many of  thcsr disintc- 

grated with time, but many albums still exist with the original photographs, and 

copy negatives have been made so that Future generations may gllmpsc thc van- 

ished k~ngdoms of  Chlna. Inncr Mongolia, andTibet. 

PEKING: W I N T E R  1923-24 
~P -. ~ - .. .- - 

'1 at the Assembling over 130 crates and mountains of  baggage on their arri\. l 

Peking station took hours, but finally Janet and Frederick I-eturned to their home 

011 Shui MO Hutung. "The little house ncvcr looked ~rctticr," wrotc Janet. 

E q  [rhr burr wrvnnr] hnd had 11nu wvh~rr paprr put or1 nll rh wnlL, L rourryard and 

NIT roorrt wns n rnnss of Iovr!y, brighr-rolond rhrysar~rhnr~uns. Evuy bit of brass and 

Jwn~trl,rr~lowrd, 1 rtnar saw surh n qirk and  spar^ brrb plan.. . l rrallyjlr qulrr proud 

ro rhrrlk 11 tuns rty [rrartorl. I f  snr do~u,, to n dtlirrous bmkfnsr, low~jlowrrs or! rhr mblr, 

and olrr bbtrglass, nid blt,r rind whrrr china looking so nirr llJrrr rr~onrhs of rrtninrlwnn. 11 

rr IMII~I$U/ how prftcl!y 0111 IS m,, 111 Chlno. T~qgof  ol,r rown rlo~hrj 0111 6 rloragc, 

has r,rlpnrkd rhm, a rrow irl rhr pmrrrr of rbntng, prrssillg or h a v ~ t ~  rhnrt washrd, and 

uor n word hns brrrl mid. Hr has nrlrrd a llrrb ho~~sr rhnr doors awny Jor 011 ofirrfor 

Frrddtr A ,~trr, sut~ny, ql~lrr brrk rourtyard whrrr hddrr ran wnrr and dn,rlop ptrrrlrts, 

nr~d hug htsglots ro his hrnrri ronrrnr 11 willgivr rrlr raon rooril hrrr, trl~hrr n11 rxrm LA- 

roorrl Jor a gtmr, or rry sr~uiy!" 

O n  hcr return from nrnc monrhs of  travel In Inner Mongol~a and Tlbct, 

Janet rcgardcd hrrself as a scrious cxplorcr. Fredcrick no longer referred to her as 

a "pocket wife." As shc wrotc home to hcr family, "I am serlornsly considcrlng 

writ~ng of  my cxpcrlcnccs. D o  you rhrnk thcrc would bc a possibility of publica- 

tion? I have a lot of things in mind, and am planning somc o r ~ g ~ n a l  research. ~f 1 

can get hold of  a good Chinesc translator. I want to get at Ch~nese sources, and 

as 1 can't really rcad thc d- language, must get a rcliablc person ro work with 
me,p'4vm She confidcd hcr aspirations to  Katharinc, "I have somc literary scl~crncs ~n 

the back of  my hcad, and am trying to get togcthcr copics of  all the lettcrs I 

wrotc on thc Kansu trip. I don't want to  do anything 'til I:,: [I:rcder~ck's] artlclcs 

arc published. Only, I want to work up my material this wintcr while the rxpcri- 

cncc is still fresh In my mind.",'- Gonc were thc doubts and fcars cxprcssed by 

Janct two ycars beforc 111 Shalisl. Hcr p.,tli with I-'rcderick war now sct. 



The end of the journey:ThcYeUow River, the great transport artcry of Chma, wldzncd at 
To Chung Tze and large boats of all k~nds werc seen m the datance mnsportlnggwdr from 
thc inter~ar to the coat, October 191.j. 



Pcking had changed In tlrc months since thcir departure. "The big 

mcuopolis kcpt bursting upon us ar every mrn." Janct wrote.'"' Many fotcigncrs 

arcrc leaving tlic city bccausc thc civil war was now thrcarening Pcking. T h e  

Icgat~on was now staffed lvitli unfamiliar ~ r o p l c ,  and many of thc Wulsins' clos- 

est fricnds had departed. "Roy Chaprnan Andrcufs has gone home for a four 

month Iecrurc tour at $35.000, for five lccmres a wcck. So  lic certainly carns the 

moncy. Shc is hcrc haslng a baby. D o  scnd me clippings of  Andrcwi [sic] ICC- 
mrc,, and try and hear 111111. H e  has achicr~cd great things, and his last sumnlcr 

finds of  fossils in Mongolia, arc a great feat."'- 

"Pcking is full of  famous scientists at present," continucd Janct. "cvcn 

Hcdln, thr grcat explorer of  Tihct. Dockeray, a [sic] English Marconi man who 

liar sccn Inan!. far corners of  thc world, not to  nicntion oursclvcs.":~ Janet now 

includcd hcrsclf and Frcdcrick among the rccognlzed explorers. Her  transfor- 

lnatlon from the slicltcrcd Rcd Cross alde who flcd to Paris at the closc of  

World \Var I to  a sophisticatrd woman explorer was complete. For a brief 

moment In Peklng, she had cmcrgcd from the shadows. Although latcr arri- 

clcs-including diosc authorcd by hcr husband-rarely mentioned her, shc was 

a cruclal mcmbcr of  rhc National Geographic Ccntrd China Expcdition. and 

thc first American woman to cxplotc many rcgions of  Inncr Mongolia and the 

borderlands and lamascr~cs o f  Kumbuln. Labrang, and Clionl. She vowed to 

rcturn and go to  Lhasa. 

Janct was not thc first \Vestcm woman, hou~evct, to atrclnpr to  picrcc tlic 

tnncr kingdoms of Tibct: Annic Koylc Taylor, an English missionary's daughter, 

madc her ancmpr In 1892. Mrs. St. Gcorge Littlcdalc tried to rcach Ll~asa latcr 

in 1695. T h c  tragic Suslc Rllnhart, a Canadian missionary doctor, lost both her 

husband and son to brigands in hct attempt to reach Lhasa.'" Thcsc womcn and 

Alcxandra David-Nrcl each held Lhasa as t h e ~ r  u l t~n~a te  goal. 

In kccping with hcr convcntlonal upbringing, Janct continucd to put 

Fredcrick'r carcer foremost. Shc proudly told Katharlne. "1 really fccl that the 

trip is a grcat foundaclon sronc In F.'s [Frcdcrick's] carcer, whrch, if he can carry 

forward as hc plans, must be a most dlstinguirhcd [onc] along some lincs of  

science or an intellcctual cndcavor. I do fccl too tliat nothing that thc future 

holds should interfere with his work hcrc in Cliina, if humanly possible.""' She 

added latcr, "HIS career sccms to  be gctting a firmcr foundation every month. 

and thc continuance of  his prescnt work, I fecl should not be interrupted."'* 
Dcspitc tlic fact that Janct found Peking a little "flat" on tllcir rcturn 

aftcr thcir exhilarating cxpcdition into Kansu, shc and Frcdcrick passcd scvcral 

contcnted months that \rsintcr. 

~ V I  havr bnd n rrlorr ~ u a ~ d r f i l ! y  happy lvl1tar rogrrhrr, o r r  rhat w r  ~ 1 1 1  nhvnyr r rnrn l -  

brr-plraranr/nrndr rurt parr~rr ,  brr  OJ ~ o , ~ g r r ~ , a l  w o r k j r  FrrdAir, good r ld~r lg  arld 

7!!1tfh /a~ ,g l~t r r  and r ~ , ~ , ~ t t l a r , ~ ~ g  1n1k. E [Frrdrrtrk] blossor~~s w d r r  11 a l l  a d  ,I so W C / /  

a ~ l A  ha~lhornr .  I rttttp!y r n r ~ , ~ o t  hrnr rhr rho~~ghr oj Imv~t lg  Lrrl, bur rhrrr ir rlo othrr 

SO/ I , I IOI I  rhnt w r  (a11 ICC.'~ 

Janet was surprlscd and overjoyed when the doctors in Pcktng confirmed 

that shc would havc a baby the following May. Shc confided to  Katliar~nc. "Of 

course for mc thc greatest outcolnc of  thc trip is the advent of  a baby-the 

greatest surprise, and the greatest plcasurc. I have never felt so wcll. I d o  want 

to stay with E [Frcdcrtck] as long as possible. WC d o  Iiavc such wondcrfi~l timrs 

togcthcr planning all s u r a  of  tli~ngs for 'the Tibctan,' and two more ignorant 

rho' happy fi~turc parcnts you cannot 1mag1nc:"- Shc cont~nually urged licr 

mother to  come to China for tlic birth, to no avail. 

She conrinucd. 

M+ n n  lrndlrlg n rvorr p l r a m r ~ ~  l+. . . . l  hm'r b r m  work,rlg a /or ovrr fi [FrrArnrk i ]  

rdoo-odd phorographr rrytrlg rogmr n r l rh  ro rarh przr~r so rhnr "rhr ,,,,rr",rt I l /nrh~ngror~ 

who hnur ~ I N I ~  I<<,, or 6 r w d  OJ Chlnn will ~~r tdrr r rnr td  whar thr p t r r ~ m  nrr n a l b  nbolr~. 

For nt ryraph~c body rhnr ( i ~ l r o r n r r )  propngnr~Aa Jor I;i lrtp rrrmr too lgl~ornrlr for 

wordr. 1 6 0 1 1  ovrr ... T h r  rdra of York-rnrlrA rno,tk~yr,'bur 1 Iupporr rhar A r ~ ~ ' r l g r r r  d r  

g n a r  A, rzrnra ,~  publtr I w t l l  br ro glnd rvhrrl rorrtr oj F'r nrrtrlrr grr ,,lto pnr~r:'" 

Janer was still h~rious at tlic Natlonal Gcograpli~r for announcing tl~clr 

expcdltion's routr rrroncously as to Kwcichow insrcad of  to Kansu to  thr press. 

T h c  Wulsins' relations with thr National Gcograpliic ~vould straln to rhc brcak- 

ing polnt tlic next ycar ovrr Frcdcrick's cxpc~iscs in Indochtna, and a conrt.otrrrsy 



over the final repository of  the botanical collecr~on. Mr. Chlng wantcd to kcep 

a selection of  the botanical spcclmcns he had collected for Nanking University 

in Shanghai, but Frcderick was ordered by the N.ltional Geographic to ship 

cverything to  the Un~tcd  States. He reluctantly complied. 

T h e  National Geographic Soclcry publlshcd only one of Frederick's arti- 

cles rn 1926, despite thc fact that he submitted scveral others. Frcdcrlck's ivrirlng 

tended to  be dryly scicntific, but Janct helped to enrich his prose by adding 

vivld descriptions of  the cultures, people, and sites cncountcred on their jour- 

ney. As relations with Gilbert Grosvcnor frayed, several of Frederick's articles 

were shclvcd. Spacc was given to  more flamboyant art~clcs by such writers as 

Joscph Rock. Frcdcr~ck's scholarly articles seemed less and lcss enticing to rhr 

vast Nnf~orlnl  Gographrr readership. 

Susanne and Harry Emery finally rcturncd to Peking from Szcchuan. 

There they joincd the Wulsins for a quiet Chr~srmas day. Later the two couples 

rode out to their temple in the Western Hills for a final dinncr.Thc Emerys' 

lovcly liousc in Peking was norv closed. Thclr servants had scattered, and their 

b ~ g  car was now drlven for the ncrv chalrman of  thc Asla Bank. Yale University 

offcred Harry a post upon his return, but hr was not interested. Hc had begun 

dunking heavily again and the Emerys' future remained uncertain. The Imnil- 

ncnt departure of  thc Erncrys saddened Janet. "I can't bear to have them go. I 

t h ~ n k  tliey are rcal frrends. I thlnk they hatc to go too."'"' 

In latc January Janet wrote to Katharlne. "Our fr~cnds the Emerys sad for 

home on Fcbruary 4th ( 1 ~ 2 ~ ) .  WC shall be sorry to sce them go, but home is 

thc brst place for them no\$, since H. E. has a violcl~t return of  his old 'trouble: 

and ]wing llerc in a hotel IS not easy"'~'Thc Enlcrys boardcd tlic S.S. Prrrldrrlr 

Ltrtrolr, on February 4, 1924, m Shanghai.Tl~at ei~cning Harry E111ery disap- 

peared overboard into the vast Bay of  Shanghai. A lengthy obituary in rhc P<klng 

Ttrrur on February 7, 1 ~ 2 4 ,  11stcd the cause of  111s death as "pneumonia" and 

rcporrcd that Harry had brcn burrcd at sea bctwccn Sl~anghai and Kobc. The  

mystery was nrvcr rcsolitcd, but those who knew him well suspected that "the 

enemy" had finally triumphed. Susannc returned to Drov~dencc. Rhode Island. 

as a w~dow. 

Janet salled for home on the S. S. Pnrldcnr Clmtlattd on March 4, lgrq. Hcr 

father met her in San Francisco and they rvcnr directly to Ncw York, whcre her 

son. Frederick Roclkcr Wulsln. Jr.. was born Inter that spring. She nor~fird 

Frederick of  the birth by cablc to Hano). 

Frederick remained in Chzna and embarked on his final expedation to 

Kweichow. Laos, and V~ctnnm later that spring. In .I br~cf  cablc to janet hc 

announced. "Starting K~vc~chow shortly Due back Pcking November. Home 

Decembcr. Wash~ngton best location. \Vulsin."'" In a letter to Katharinc 

Frederick adm~rred. "Jan has changed me, so I don't like big hunks of solitude 

any more and I mlss her here on the ship most awhllly. She makes cvery place 

she comes to a l i~c. '"~~At the rrquesr of the Nat~onal Geographic Society, hc 

returned home to Washington as promised that December, where hc met h ~ s  

son for thc first time. 

Janct had written to Katharinc chat sumrncr. "I hate to think that our 

Cliina life is over. I want it again.. .l long for China every day.. ."'- 

To her everlasting regret, shc never returncd. 





In thc ycars that followed, thc journcy that Janet and Frcdcr~ck had begun 

togcrhcr took an unexpcctcd turn. In 1924 they scttled rn C a m b r ~ d ~ e ,  

Massach~~scrrs. I-'rcdcr~ck workcd on h ~ s  Ph.D. in anthropology at Harvard 

and niadc frrqocnt trlps to Africa to study t l~e  pygmy trrbcs.They had two 

morc cli~ldrcn. Howard Ell~otr Wuls~n and Janct January Wulsm. 

In 1919, wh~lc on an cxpcdlr~on to Mcxtco for the Peabody Musct~m. 

I=rcdcrick obralncd a surprlsc divorce from Janct, clrtng "absolute Incom- 

pa t ib~ l~ ry  of  tc~npcramrnts." Janct was stunned and shattered. Fredcr~ck. 

fccl~ng sllacklcd by his d o n ~ r s t ~ c  l ~ f c  in Calnbrldgc, ycarncd to return to rhc 

"opcn road." H e  turncd to Susannc Emery, the tv~dow of  Harry Emery, as 

a symparhet~c partner with wlroni hc also shared lncmorlcs of  h ~ s  glor~ous 

days In Cli~na.  

In 19jo Frrdcr~ck and Susanne wcrc qi~~ct ly  marr~cd In Hartford, 

Co~~nccttcur, dcrpltc rllc strong objcctlons of h ~ s  mother. Katharlnc. 

After hcs rrnlarrtagc. Frcdcrlcki carccr faltcrcd. Hc left Harvard and 

wab al,polntcd curator at tllr Un~vcrs~ty of  Pmnsylvan~a Muscuni. Ycan latcr 

I I C  bcc.1111~ .> po~tl lar  rcadicr and professor of  anthropology at Tufts Unlvcrs~ty. 

In Mcdfbuci. Massachurctts. 

AI dl\,orcc WAS ran. at tilts rlnlr ,among thc~r  clrclc, ~r car~scd a scandal In the 

I\orton and N r a  York paprn. I~~srllusroncd, Janct w~rhdrcw w ~ t h  hcr thrcc chlldren 

to a qulcr Iwlnr at tlic end of a long cotmtry road In Co~icord. Massachuscns. 

Shc rema~ned in seclusion for two yean until Julla Deane, her old hiend 

horn China, persuaded Janet to buy a new dress, lcave her exlle, and come to a 

dinner In Boston. Thcrc she was seared next to Richard Bryant Hobart, a banker 

and eminent collector and scholar of Chinese art, who had craveled in China 

since 1906. They sat together discussing China long aher the other guests had left 

the table. The  bond war formed. but it took Richard many months of constant 

courting to gain Janct's must. In 19jr they werc married in her aunt's garden in 

Winter Harbor. Malne.Thcy had one daughter. Mabel. 

Janet and Richard spcnt the rest of rhcir lives following the rumulmous 

cvcnrs in China from afar. Janet lamented thc &sappearance of the China. 

Mongolia, andTlbct she knew so well as they vanlshed into history. She and 

R~chard welcomcd Chincse rehgces who turned up on their doorstep at dl 

hours, day or night, passed on from &ends in China. 

Surrounded by Chinese art from dynasties past, Janet would occariondy 

pause before furniture that she had brought back fmm Peking-remembering her 

years in Chlna when she had cmergcd fmm the shadows S a woman explorer in 

her own right. 

After her death in 1963, when her children were cleaning out Janeti desk, bey  

discovered a faded photograph under the papcr lining of rhe top drawer of a pung 

man and woman slnlng on rhc steps of a Chrnesc temple--a secret memento of  a 

long lost p.ist that remained with Janet until her journeyi end (sec page 9). 
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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S  

My extended journey to  the vanished kingdoms of Chlna. Mongolia, and Tibet 

has left me indebted to many generous and talented people.There would never 

have been any book without the years of cncouragcment from my children, John 

Hobart Wentworth, Elizabeth Wentworth Yater. Alexandra EU~ort Stcphano- 

poulos. and Fiona Brandon. Their insistence that I tell the story of thelr .grand- 

mother gave me rhe courage to begin the journey. My brother. Dr. Howard Ellion 

Wulsin, provided indispensable support as I journeyed step by step through the 

vast accumulation of  photographs, letters, and d ~ a r ~ e s  at Harvard University. 
Bowdoin College. Haverford College. Tufts University. The National Geographic 

Society, and the Smithsonian Insr~tut~on.  

An cxpedrtion always relies heavily on a few key gu~des. Mine were my 

exrraord~nary husband, LOUIS Wellington Cabot, who not only provided hundreds 

of images, often copled latc at n~ght ,  bur also read proof after proof of  the text. 

and helped me understand the coniplcx~r~es of  modern technology. To him I owe 

an entire lifcti~ne of  grartnlde. 

My other gt~tdc has been my \vondcrhnl research assistant. Lindsey Shaiv. 

Shc arrived m~raculously on thc project from a small notice posted on the bullerln 

board of  a local delicat~ssen, and has continued to cause wonder and astonish- 

Incnt by br~nglng ordcr out of  potential chaos. The tenaclry that Janet Wulsin 

showed wlicn she scaled the mounta~ns~des of  Western China has been reflectcd 

dally in L~ndseyi  work. Her dedicat~on, wlsdom, and humor have been invaluable. 

My thanks arc bcyond words. 

A tcaln of  advisers and f r i e d  helped nic in so many different ways. My 

agent. Karhleen Anderson, approved the concept when 1 was at a very early stage. 

Thc  latc Michnel Hoffmann took onc look at the photographs and said. "There's 

a book lierc."Thesc two co~isum~iiatc profersio~lals gave Ine the~r  bcnedicrion at a 

crucial stage. My cd~ror, Pliyllis Tliornpson Rcid, and thr desrgner. M~chelle 

1)unn Marsh, arc award winncrs in evcry way. Otlicr friends at Apertutr offered 

rncouragrlnmt and help along the way-Janicr Stanton. M~chacl Famighett~. Lira 

Farmer. Sara Fedcrlein, and the late Paul Gottlieb. ApcrtureTrusree Barnabas 

McHenry was a fticnd and supporter from the bcg inn~n~  whcn my climb to com- 

plet~on seemed most daunting. As usual, he made things happen. 

Every expedition hopes for a rn~raculous discovery. My search was rewarded 

through an e-mail From a stranger. Clark \Vorswick, curator of phorography, the 

Peabody Essex Museum. Salem. Massachuseru, was familiar wirh the Wdsin pho- 

tographic archives and answered my blind call one spring ahernoon. He instantly 

became a fr~end, and his adv~ce on every aspect of the book, the exhibit~on, print- 

Ing, and design was honored ar evcry mrn. To have an expert of his taste and sen- 

sit~v~ry involved was a gift from heaven. He, in turn. brought two great experu h 

thc science of  imaging ro the project-H. L. Hoffenberg and Fernando Azevedo 

became crucial members of  the rcam immediately. and their enthusiasm and 

knowledge were ~nvaluable in the creation of the book as well as the photographic 

exh~bition. 

The Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology. Harrard Unlverslty. 

opened them photographic archives for almost two years. Dr. Ruble Warson. 

D~rector, belxeved in the book and did everything possible to prov~de access to 

research facilities ins~de and outside of the Peabody tvluseum. Her pidance and 

enthusiasm have been invduable. Genev~eve F~sher, the cheerful. energetic reglsrrar. 

and her helpful assistant. Arny Cay, never seemed daunted by any request, and 

moved with efficiency and good cheer throughout the journey Nasrm Ruhan~ rns 

most k ~ n d  m d  helptill rvhlle she was the Archivist at the Peabody .Clusewn pho- 

t o g r a p h ~ ~  archives. Susan HaskeU, archiv~sr. \m helpful wirh the Janet El l~on 

Wuls~n archives. 

Every journey reaches d~fficulr passages, and challenges. Dr. Jercrny Knowles. 

and his wife. Jane, helped open doors at Harvard ar a crucial r~me when many 

were shut to ,m outside scholar. Cathy S. Hunter, archivisr. Archives and Record 

Ltbrdty, the National Geographic Society: Neil S. Philip, manager/cditing and 

research. National Geographic Soc~ety Imap  Collection: and \ViUi.un C. Bonncr. 



nrdiiwr~st, lmagr Collection, all helped enormously in accessing tlic Wulsin collec- 

tion matcr~als. 

The  Houghton Library. Harvard University, bcca111c the sanctuary wlicrc 

rhr \Vulsin journry c m r  to life through letters, diarlcs, logs, and maps. It took 

over four years to follow the trail undcr thc wonderful care of Elizabeth A. Falscy, 

Rcadrr Services librarian. Thomas P. Ford, refcrcncc assistant, and Mcllssa Banta. 

Hantard Unlvcnity pmvndcd inw,aluablc help in many departments. At the 

Arnold Arborctum, Robcrt Cook, director, and h ~ s  ablc staff of Carol David and 

Judy Green cnablcd me to rxalninc thcir cxtcnsiw collection of  the photograplis 

o f  Joscph Rock. At the Ycn Chlng Institute, doctoral candidate Romain Grazl.ml 

spcnt much rtmc rranslarlng documents. sliar~ng informat~on, helping to dcc~phcr 

thc database, and sharing crucial rolunics Tor rcscarcli. Dr. Raymond Lum was 

ktnd in showing us othrr photographic collcct~ons, and Lcx Bcrnian, The  Yen 

Chlng Inst~tutc. Harrfard Untvcrs~ty, m~raculousl~ provided modcrn translat~ons 

of  old geographic names to modcrn t~rlcs. 

My thanks to Robcrt Forget, who crcatcd thc beautiful maps for the book. 

Thc arch~vcs at die Smithsonian Institution provided rich ~natcrials about 

the Wulsin expedition. Thc botanical and zoological coUcctions from thc two 

Wulsin cxpcditions still rcszdc in the storage of the Smithsonlan. Susan 

Wilkerson. Rcgistrar, National Museum of Natural History, was most hclpfi~l in 

locar~ng data. Tracy Roblnson invaluable help at thc Smithsonian 

lnsr~rur~on Archives, and Dav~d  Burgcvin klndly coplcd scvcral iniportant pho- 

tographs of  thc To Run mibcsproplc. 

Othcr gcncrous untvcrslty librarlcs allowed nic access and hclpcd copy tliou- 

sands of  pages of  docurncnrs.Thcir tntcrcst and supporr made thc journcy so 

mud1 caslcr. AI the Bowdoin Collcgc Library, Rlchard Llndcmann, dlrcctor, 

Spcclal Collcctlon and Ardilvcs, and Scan Morialian werc niost gcncrous w~rh  

their tlrnc. Ar Iiavcrford Collegc, Jocllc Bcrtolrr opcncd the extcnslvc Alllnson 

I'amily archives, which showed us ncw trails to follow. At thc John Hay Library, 

Brown Un~uerslcy, Martlia Marsliall was helpful, and at Tufts U n ~ v c r s ~ t ~ ,  Annc 

Saucr liclpcd open thc I'redcrick R. Wulsln papers. 

N o  journey is complete without fr~cnds. Mine was no cxccptlon. In tlic 

beginning there wcrc Hclcn Cabot McCarthy and Mclissa Price, who tirelessly 

transcr~bcd tliousands of  letters and documents. Jay Dcanc Crowlcy made avail- 

ablc t l ~ c  marvclous letters of  her motlicr, Julia Cool~dgc Dcanc. My sister-in-larv, 

Maud Howc Rhcault, gavc crucial ~nsiglits into the Wulsin family. Janc Flctdicr 

Gcnicssc offcrcd the use of  her latc brother joscph Flctchcr's manuscripts and 

ardiivcs, and her wo~idcrful book. Pasriot,atr NorruA- Thr 1.9r of F r y  Park, scrvcd as a 

dally inspiration. D~ana  Rowan Rockcfcllcr introduced mc to Alcxandra Davld- 

Nccl and sliarcd her brilliant ~ntroduction. and Susan Lodge. I.ca Iscl~n, and 

Mary Enriqucz offcrcd support from tlic sidelines. My nlccc, Annc Wulsln, and 

my ncpliew, Pctcr Wulsin, wvcrc on the journey from the bcglnnlng and providcd a 

constant chorus of  support. 

Thcn came the wonderful undcrsrandlng and cncouragcrncnr from E. Gcnc 

Sm~rh ,  cxccutlvc d~rcctor. Tlbcran Buddhlst Rcsourcc Ccritcr. L~sa  A. Scliubcrt. 

dirccror. Rubin Muscum of  Art; Rob Linrothc, curator H ~ ~ i i a l ~ a n  Art and Spcclal 

Exliibitions, Slicllcy and Donald Rub111 CulturalTrurt; and Donald Kubin offered 

czicouragcmcnt and support. Janc Grcgory Rubln undcrstood the iniportancc of 

the project from thc bcginnlng, and cncouragcd support from the llccd 

Foundat~on, Inc., for a most gcllcrous grant. Over a wondcrful lunclicon Lclla 

Hadlcy Lucc offcrcd addlt~onal cncouragcmclit as anotlicr wornan cxplorcr. 11 ncwv 

frrcndsl~ip with Milbry Polk, an explorer liersclf and cxpcrr and ,cliolar o n  Inrrc- 

p ~ d  womcn cxplorcrs as sl~own In Iicr tvondrriul book, Il/orrwr, cj I)twor,r~,  gave me 

mucli insplrat~on. Martha Avcry, a ploncrr In licr own way, offcrcd to l i c l ~  w~tli 

the Mongolian cx l i i b~~~on .  Othrr irlrnds who oficrcd encouragclncnr slid hclp 111 

many d~ffcrcnt ways wcrc HaroldTalbou, Elslc W,~lkrr. Martcvc Rugo, I'cbblc 

G~fford, and Shcrryc Henry. 

My spcc~al thanks to Ill~zabcrli I)rcw. (irorgc Stcpliatiol~oulo\. I)~atir 

Sawyer. Coklc liobcrts. M~lbry l'olk, and I'rofcssor 1101iia111 (;r.i,tan~ 1;1r tlic~r 

generous remarks about tlic book. 

-MAREL H.  CABOT. 
( : a~ i ih~~dgr ,  Md**~il i l~.*ct t~ 



APERTURE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES 

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

FOR MAKING THIS PUBLICATION POSSIBLE: 

THE HONORABLE CARLETON S .  COON, IR. 

T H E  I ' I1 )ELITL '  CHI \ I< ITI \RLI :  I KUS I I I INI)  

T H E  A M B R O S E  MONE1.L. 1 OUNI).\I I O N  

TIHE WULSIN FAMILY 



Copyright O r w l  by Apcrn~rr Foundatson, Inc.;Tur copyight Q zoo3 by Mabel H. Cabos Scparat~ons by Koford Prinu. PTE. Ltd. 

lntmdumon cop)mght & loos Dr. Ruble Wason. Prxnrrd and bound by Tlen Wah Press (I'TE) Ltd.. Stngaporc 

Phomgnphs on paga 19 (111). m (right), and 178 courtery and cofight thr Hobarr-Wulsin 
f d r  dnmlra; phomgraphs on pagr 21 (Icfr), y, 6,. 70 (Ich). and 142 (both) courtesy the 
Wulrsn Family Papers, Thc Houghton Ltbrr): cowlght 8 tllr President and Fellows of 
H d  Collrgc. H d  Unrvcrriiy Cambridge. MA: photographs on pages t6trr6z courrcsy 
rhr Phompphic  Axhkrs of &c Amold Arborcrum, copy+ght hr tht Prcs~dtnt and FcUmvs 
of h a r d  College, H a d  Univcrsiry. Cambridge. MA: al l  other pltotograplu arc courtesy 
thr Fmdcndt R. Wulsin Photographic CoUrcrion.Thr Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 
Ehology. Harvard Umvcniry and uc copright rhr Prcsidmt and Fellows of Haward 
GUrgc. H a n d  Uniwslty, Cmbridgt MA. 

Thc Staff at Aperture for Ibmskd K~r~gdoa~r. 
Janrce B. Sranton. Dcputg Execur~vc Drrrctor 
L ~ r a  A. Farmcr. Product~on Dtrector 
Mzchncl Fmghettt. Awstanr Editor 
+nit Wtse. Production Assonatr 

Apurrure Foundar~on publlshcs a magubr, books, and portfoltos of finr phoa,graplry and 
prcrenB world-darr exhibnttons to communicate wnth rrnour photograpltcrs and crrativc 
people cvcrywhcrr. A romylrte rardog rs ava~lablc upon rcqarrt. 

All rights - ~ c d  under lntcrnational and Pm-Amcriun Copyright Conventions. N o  parr Aprnun F o ~ t n L r o , ~ ,  ~t,rludit~g Rwk Ctnbr lrud B~rdcn Cohry: 
of this book may bc reproduced in any form whatsoever wthour wrinrn pcrmtuinn fiom zo East ~ 3 r d  Srrect. Ncw York. New York naoro. I'honr: 
dte publiahcr. (212) ~OI-IS~~, c n .  too. Fax: (212) 979-7759. 

Libnry of Congtur G d o g  Grd Number: lo~zn0404 

Hanicover !SRN: s-yl~,SII-oR-l 
Paperback 1 ~ 8 ~ :  1-931788-18-9 

EDITLD BY E'HYLLIS THOMPSON RElD 

DESIGN HY MICHELLE D U N N  MARSH 

To subscnbr to Aprn~n mgazinc, wrrtc Afxrlurr, PO. Box tom. L>cnv~lk. Ncw Jcr\cy o78t4, 
or call roll-kc: (R66) 457-4603. One year: $40.00. Tun ycnrs: $so.oo. Intcrnanon.ll v ~ b r m p -  
uons: (97,) 6~7.24~7. Add $%lu.oo fcr ).car. 




	Ar55b 1209.tif
	Ar55b 1210.tif
	Ar55b 1211_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1212.tif
	Ar55b 1213_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1213_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1214.tif
	Ar55b 1215_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1215_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1216_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1216_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1217_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1217_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1218_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1218_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1219_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1219_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1220_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1220_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1221_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1221_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1222_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1222_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1223_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1223_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1224_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1224_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1225_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1225_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1226_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1226_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1227_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1227_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1228_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1228_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1229.tif
	Ar55b 1230_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1230_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1231_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1231_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1232_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1232_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1233_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1233_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1234_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1234_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1235_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1235_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1236_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1236_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1237_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1237_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1238_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1238_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1239_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1239_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1240_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1240_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1241_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1241_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1242_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1242_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1243_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1243_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1244_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1244_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1245_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1245_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1246_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1246_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1247_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1247_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1248.tif
	Ar55b 1249_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1249_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1250_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1250_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1251_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1251_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1252_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1252_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1253_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1253_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1254_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1254_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1255_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1255_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1256_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1256_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1257_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1257_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1258_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1258_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1259_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1259_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1260_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1260_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1261_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1261_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1262_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1262_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1263_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1263_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1264_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1264_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1265_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1265_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1266.tif
	Ar55b 1267_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1267_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1268_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1268_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1269_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1269_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1270_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1270_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1271_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1271_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1272_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1272_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1273.tif
	Ar55b 1274_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1274_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1275_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1275_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1276_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1276_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1277_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1277_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1278_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1278_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1279_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1279_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1280_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1280_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1281_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1281_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1282_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1282_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1283_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1283_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1284_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1284_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1285_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1285_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1286_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1286_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1287_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1287_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1288.tif
	Ar55b 1289_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1289_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1290_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1290_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1291_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1291_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1292_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1292_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1293_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1293_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1294_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1294_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1295_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1295_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1296_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1296_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1297_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1297_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1298_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1298_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1299_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1299_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1300_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1300_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1301_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1301_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1302_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1302_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1303_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1303_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1304_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1304_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1305_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1305_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1306_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1306_2R.tif
	Ar55b 1307_1L.tif
	Ar55b 1307_2R.tif

